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An unfortunate Mor ER's Advice to 


her abſent DAUGHT ERS. 


In a Letter to Miſs PENN ING TON. 


My Dear Jexxy, 

AS there any probability 

that a letter from me would 

be permitted to reach your 
hand alone, I ſhould not have choſen 
this leaſt eligible method of writing to 
you. The public is noway concerned 
in family-affairs, nor ought to be made 

a party in them; but my circumſtances _ 
are ſuch as lay me under a neceſſity of 
either communicating my ſentiments to 
the world, or concealing them from 
you. The later would, I think, be the 
breach of an indiſpenſable duty, which 
obliges me to wave the impropriety of 
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2 Mother's Advice 


traordinary nature, conſpired to re- 


move you, very early, from the tender 
care of an affectionate mother: you 


were then too young to be able to form 
any right judgment of her conduct ; 
and ſince that time it is very probable, - 
that it has been repreſented to you in 
the moſt unfayourable light. The ge- 
neral prejudice againſt me I never gave 


myſelf the uſeleſs trouble of any endea- _ 


vour to remove, ] do not-mean to 
infer from hence that the opinion of o- 


thers is of no material conſequence; on 


the contrary, I would adviſe you always 
to remember, that, next to the conſci- 
ouſneſs of acting right, the public voice 
ſhould be regarded, and to endeavour, 
by a prudent behaviour, (even in the 
noſt trifling inſtances), to ſecure it in 
your favour. It was my misfortune to 
be educated in a different opinion: I. 
was early and wiſely taught, that virtue 
was the one thing neceſſary, and with- 


out it no happineſs could be expected 


either 
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: either! in this, or in any future ſtate of 


exiſtence. But with this good prin- 
ciple, a miſtaken one was at the ſame 


time inculcated ; namely, That the ſelf- 


approbation ariſing from conſcious vir- 
tue was alone ſufficient, and the cen- 
fures of an ill-natured world, ever rea- 
dy to calumniate, when not founded on 


truth, were beneath the concern of a 
perſon whoſe actions were guided by 
the ſuperior motive of obedience to the: 
will of heaven. This notion, ſtrongly 


imbibed before reaſon had gained ſuſſi- 


cient ſtrength to diſcover its fallacy, was 


the cauſe of an inconſiderate conduct 
in my ſubſequent life, which ſtamped 
my character with a diſadvantageous 
impreſſion. To you I ſpeak with the 
utmoſt ſincerity, nor will conceal a 


fault that you may profit by the know- 


ledge of; and therefore freely oven, that, 


in my younger years, ſatisfied with keep- 


ing ſtrictly within the bounds of virtue, 


L took a foolith pleaſure in exceeding. 


A 2 | thoſe-. 
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thoſe of prudence, and was ridiculouſly 
vain of indulging a latitude of beha- 
viour that others of my age were afraid 
of lanching into. Burt then, in juſtice 
to myſelf, I muſt at the ſame time de- 
clare, that this freedom was only taken 1 
in public company, and ſo extremely 
cautious was I of giving what to me 
appeared any juſt ground for cenſure, 
that I call heaven to witneſs, your pappa 
was the firſt man ever made any pri- 
vate aſſignation with, or met in a room q 
alone, nor with him, till after the moſt 4 
ſolemn mutual engagement, that of 4 
the matrimonial ceremony, had bound E 
us to each other. My behaviour then 
was ſuch, as, he has frequently ſince 3 
acknowledged, fully convinced him 
that I was not only innocent of any "1 
criminal act, but of every vitious 
thought, and that the outward. freedom 4 
of my deportment proceeded merely 2 
from great gaiety of temper, and a very F ; 
high flow of ſpirits; never broke (if 1 
| tbe 4 
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the expreſſion may be allowed) into the 


formal rules of decorum. To ſum up 
the whole in afew words, my private con- 


duct was what the ſevereſt prude could 
not condemn ; my public, ſuch as the 


moſt finiſhed coquet alone would have 


ventured upon : the latter only could 


be known to the world; and, conſe- 


quently, from thence mult their opinion 


be taken; which, you will eaſily ſee, 


could not be favourable to me, but, on 


the contrary, gave a general prejudice, 
that has ſince been made an argument to 
gain credit for the malicious falſehoods 
laid to my charge. For this reaſon (con- 


vinced by long experience that the 


greater part of mankind are ſo apt to 
receive, and ſo willing to retain a bad 


impreſſion of others, that when ſuch 


prepoſſeſſions are once eſtabliſhed, 
there is hardly a poſſibility through life 


of removing them) I have, for ſome 


years paſt, ſilently acquieſced in the diſ- 
penſations of providence, without at- 
Ac 2 tempting 
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empting any juſtification of myſelf; 


and being conſciqus that the infamous 
aſperſions caſt on my character were 
not founded on truth, have ſat down 
content with the certainty. of an open 
and perfect acquittal of all vitious diſ- 
poſitions, or criminal conduct, at that 


N day when all things ſhall appear 


as they really are, and both our actions, 
and the moſt ſecret motives of them, 
be made manifeſt to men and an- 
gels. Had your pappa been a- 
mongſt the number of thoſe who were 
deceived by appearances, I ſhould 
have. thought it my duty to leave no 
method uneſſayed to clear myſelf in his 
opinion; — but that was not the caſe. 
He knows that many of thoſe appear- 
ances urged againſt me, were given, 
not only under his direction, but by his 
abſolute command, (which, contrary to 
reaſon, and my own intereſt, I was, for 
more than twelve years, weak enough 
implicit] y to cbcy}; and that others, e- 
ven 
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ven ſince our ſeparation, were occaſion- 
ed by ſome particular inftances of his 
behaviour, which-rendered it impoſſible 
for me to act with ſafety in any other 


manner. To him I appeal for the truth 


of this aſſertion, who is conſcious of the 
meaning, that may hereafter be ex- 
plained to you. Perfectly acquainted 
with my principles and natural diſpoſi- 
tion, his heart, I am convinced, never 
here condemned, me. Being greatly in- 
cenſed that my father's will gave to me 
an independent fortune, which. will he 


imagined I was acceſſary to, or. at leaſt 
could have prevented; he was thereby 


laid open to the arts of deſigning men, 
who, having their own intereſt ſolely in 
view, worked him up into a deſire of 
revenge, and from thence (upon pro- 
bable circumſtances) into a public ac- 
cuſation; though that was ſupported 
only by the ſingle teſtimony of a perſon, 
whoſe known falſehood had made him a 
thouſand times declare, that he would 

| | | not: 
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not credit her oath in the moſt tri- 
fling incident; ; yet when he was diſap- 
e of the additional evidence he 
might have been flattered with the hope 
of obtaining, — it was too late to re- 
cede. This I ſincerely believe to be 
the truth of the caſe, though I too well 
know his fenacious temper to expect a 
preſent juſtification; but whenever he 
arrives on the verge of eternity, if rea- 
ſon holds her place to that awful mo- 
ment, and religion has any power on 
his heart, I make no doubt, he will 

then acquit me to his children, and 
with truth confeſs that no part of my 
behaviour to him ever deſerved the 
treatment 1 have met with. Sorry 
am I to be under the neceſſity of point- 
ing out faults in the conduct of another, 
which are perhaps long ſince repentedof, 
and ought then to be as much forgot as 
they are moſt truly forgiven. Heaven 
knows, that ſo far from retaining any 


degree of reſentment in my heart, the 
perion 
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perſon breathes not whom I wiſh to 
hurt, or to whom I would not this mo- 
ment render every ſervice in my power. 
The injuries by me ſuſtained, had I no- 
children, ſhould contentedly. be buried 
in ſilence till the great day of retribu- 
tion; but the falſe impreſſions which, by 

ſuch ſilence, might be fixed on your mind, 

and thoſe of your brothers and ſiſters, 
whom I include with you, it is incum- 
bent on me, in juſtice to you, to them, 
and to myſelf, as far as poſſible, to ef- 
face. To this end it will be neceſſary 
to enter into a circumſtantial hiſtory of 
near fifteen years, full of incidents of a 
nature ſo uncommon as-to be ſcarcely 
| credible, which I am convinced will ef- 
fectually clear me, in your opinions, of 
the imputations I now lie under, and. 
prove, almoſt to a demonſtration, the 
true cauſe of thoſe proceedings againſt 
me that were couched under pretended 
motives, as injurious to my reputation 


as they were falſe in themſelves. But 
this: 
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this muſt be deferred ſome time longer ; 
you are all yet too young to enter into 
things of this kind, or tojudge properly 
of them. When a tew years ſhall, by 
ripening your underſtandings, remove 
this objection, you ſhall be informed of 
the whole truth without diſguiſe or par- 
tiality.— Till then ſuſpend your belief 
of all that may have reached your ears 


with regard to me, and wait the know- | 


ledge of thoſe fats my future letter 
will reveal for your information. 
Tus much I thought it neceſſary 


to. premiſe concerning myſelf, though 


foreign to the deſign of this epiſtle, 
which is only to remind you, that you 
have ſtill an affectionate mother, an- 
xious for your welfare, to give you ſome 


advice with regard to your conduct in 


life, — and to lay down a few precepts 


that, if attended to, will in the beſt 


manner in my power ſupply the depri- 
vation of a conſtant tender maternal 
care. The addreſs is to you in particu- 

| lar, 
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lar, your ſiſters. being yet too young to 
receive it, but my intention for the e- 
qual ſervice of you all. 

You are juſt entering, my dear girl, 


into a world full of deceit and falſe- 


hood, where few perſons or things ap- 
pear as they really are: vice hides her 
deformity with the borrowed garb of 
virtue; and {though diſcernible by the 
unbecoming awkwardneſs of her de- 
portment under it, paſſes on thouſands 
undetected : every preſent . pleaſure u- 
ſurps the name of happineſs, and as 


| ſuch deceives the unwary purſuer ; thus 


one general maſk diſguiſes the whole, 
and it requires a long experience, and a 
penetrating judgment, to diſcover the 
truth. — Thrice happy thoſe whoſe do- 
cile tempers improve the inſtructions of 
maturer age, and thereby attain ſome 
degree of this neceſſary knowledge, 
while it may be chiefly uſeful in direct- 
ing their conduct! 
Tux turn your mind now takes, fixes 
the 
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the happineſs or miſery of your whole 
future life; and I am too nearly con- 
cerned for your welfare, not to be moſt | 
- Jolicitouſly anxious, that you may ear- 3 
ly be led into ſo juſt a way of thinking 1 | 
as will be productive of a prudent, ra- 
tional behaviour, and ſecure to yourſelf 
a laſting felicity. You was old enough, 
before our ſeparation, to convince me 
that heaven had not denied you a good 
natural underſtanding, which, properly 
cultivated, will ſet you above that tri- 4 
4 fling diſpoſition too common among the 
female world, that makes youth ridicu- 
lous, maturity inſignificant, and old age 
contemptible. It is therefore needleſs to 
enlarge on that head, ſince good ſenſe 
is there the beſt adviſer, and without it 
all admonitions or directions on the ſub- 
ject would be as fruitleſs as to lay down 
rules for an idiot not to act fooliſnlyp. 
THERE 1s no room to doubt but that 
ſufficient care will be taken to give you 
a polite education; but a religious one is 
| of ii 
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of ſtill greater conſequence; neceſſary as 
the former is toward your making a pro- 


per figure in the world, and being well 


accepted in it; the latter is yet more ſo, 
as that only can ſecure to you the appro- 
bation of the greateſt and beſt of beings, 
on whoſe favour depends your everlaſting 
happineſs. Let, therefore, your duty 
to God be ever the firſt and principal 
object of your care. As your creator 
and governor, he claims adoration and 


| obedience; as your father and friend, 


ſubmiſſive duty and affection. Remem- 
ber, that from this common parent of the 


univerſe you received your life, that to 


his general providence you owe the con- 


tinuance of it, and to his bounty, all 
the health, eaſe, advantages, or enjoy- 
ments which help to make that life a- 


grec able. A ſenſe of benefits received 


naturally inſpires a grateful diſpoſition, 


with a deſire of making ſome ſuitable 


returas. All that can here be made for 


innumerable favours every moment be- 
B flowed, 
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ſtowed, is a thankful acknowledgment, 
and a willing obedience ; in theſe be 
never wanting. Make it an invariable 
rule, to begin and end the day with a ſo- 
lemn addreſs to the Deity; I mean not 


by this, what is commonly with too 


much propriety called ſaying of prayers, 
772. a cuſtomary repetition of a few good 
words without either devotion or atten- 
tion, than which nothing is more inex- 
cuſable and affrontive; it is the homage 
of the heart that can alone be accepted. 
Expreſſions of our abſolute dependence 
and entire reſignation, thankſgiving for 
the mercies already received, petitions 
for thoſe bleſſings it is fit for us to pray 


for, and interceſſions for all our fellow- 


creatures, compoſe the principal parts 
of this duty; which may be compriſed 


in very few words, or more enlarged up- 


on as the circumſtances of time and diſ- 
poſition may render moſt ſuitable ; for 
it is not the length, but the ſincerity and 
attention of our prayers that will make 

: them 
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them efficacious. A good heart joined ts 
2 tolerable underſtanding, will ſeldom 


be at a loſs for proper words with whiclt 
to clothe theſe ſentiments; and all per- 


ſons being beſt acquainted with their 
own particular circumſtances, may rea- 


ſonably be ſuppoſed beſt qualified for 


adapting their petitions and acknow- 


 kkdoments to them: but for thoſe who 


are of a different opinion, there are many 


excellent forms of prayer already com- 


poſed : amongſt theſe none that I know 
ef, are equal to Doctor Hoadly's, (the 


preſent Biſhop of Wincheſter), which I 


recommend to your peruſal and uſe, in 
the preface to which you will find better 
inſtructions on this head than I am ca-/ 
pable of giving, ond to thoſe I refer you. 
It is acknowledged, that our petitions 
cannot in any degree alter the intentions 
of a being who is in himſelf invariable, 
and without a poſſibility of change; all: 
that can be expected from them 1s, that 
by bettering ourſelves they will render us 
B 2. more 
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more proper objects of his favourable 
regard: and this muſt neceſſarily be the 
reſult of a ſerious, regular, and conſtant 
diſcharge of this branch of our duty; 
for it is ſcarcely poſſible to offer up our 
ſincere and fervent devotions to heaven, 
every morning and evening, without lea- 
ving on our minds ſuch uſeful impreſ- 
ſions as will naturally diſpoſe us to a rea- 
dy and chearful obedience, and inſpire 
a filial fear of offending, — the beſt ſe- 
curity virtue can have. Therefore, 


as you value your own happineſs, let not 


the force of bad examples ever lead you 
into an habitual diſuſe of ſecret prayer; 
or an unpardonable negligence ſo far 
prevail, as to reſt ſatisfied with a formal, 
cuſtomary, inattentive repetition of ſome 
well-choſen words: let your heart and 
attention always go with your lips; and 


experience will ſoon convince you, that 
this permiſſion of addreſſing the ſupreme 


being is the moſt valuable prerogative 
of human nature, the chief, nay, the 
only 
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only ſupport under all the diſtreſſes and 
: # calamities this ſtate of fin and miſery is 
c q liable to; the higheſt rational ſatisfac- 
; 3 tion the mind is capable of, on this ſide 
y 7 the grave, and the beſt preparative for 
I $ everlaſting happineſs beyond it. This 
- q is a duty ever in your own power, and 
- 23 therefore you only will be culpable by 
Wa the omiſſion. Public worſhip may not 
e ö always be ſo; but whenever it is, do 
A þ not wilfully neglect the ſervice of the 
2 1 church, at leaſt on Sundays; and let your 
It 1 behaviour there be adapted to the ſo- 
u 4 lemnity of the place, and the intention 
1 ; of the meeting. Regard neither the ac- 
ar tions nor dreſs of others; let not your 
l, cyes rove in ſearch of acquaintance; but 
ne ö in the time of divine ſervice avoid, as 


1d much as poſſible, all complimental civi- 


nd ; lities, of which there are too great an in- 
at $ tercourſe in moſt of our churches. Re. 
ne member that your only buſineſs there is 
VE to pay a ſolemn act of devotion to al- 
the mighty God, and let every part of your 


B 3 conduct 
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conduct be ſuitable to this great end. 
If you hear a good ſermon, treaſure it in 
your memory, that you may reap all 


the benefit it was capable of imparting; 
f but an indifferent one, — there muſt. 


be ſome good things in it, retain thoſe, . 


and let the remainder be buried in obli- 
vion. Ridicule not the preacher, who. 


no doubt has done his beſt, and is rather 


the object of pity, than contempt, . for. 


having been placed in a ſituation of life. 
which his talents were not equal to, and, 
may perhaps be a good man, though no 
great orator. I would alſo recommend 
to you the early and frequent participa- 
tion of the communion, (or, what is: 


commonly called receiving the ſacra- 


ment), as the indiſpenſable duty of eve- 


ry Chriſtian, There is no inſtitution of 


our religion, more ſimple, plain, and 


intelligible than this is, as delivered to 


us by our Saviour; and moſt of the ela- 
borate treatiſes wrote, ſince his time, on 


the ſubject, have ſerved only to puzzle 
and 
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to her Daughters. Fg: 
and diſturb weak minds, by throwing: 


the dark veil of ſuperſtition and human. 


invention over a-plain poſitive command,, 
given by him in ſo explicit a manner as 
to be eaſily. comprehended by the mean-- 
eſt capacity, and which it is doubtleſs 
in the power of all his ſincere followers 


to pay an acceptable obedience to. No- 


thing has more contributed to the ne g- 
lect of this duty than the numerous well- 
meaning books that have been wrote to 
injoin a month's, or a week's preparation, 
as previouſly neceſſary to the due per- 
formance of it; by this means, filling the 
minds of many with needleſs terror, put- 


ting it even out of the power of ſome to. 


receive it at all, and inducing great 
numbers to reit ſatisfied with doing it- 
only once or twice in a year, on ſome: 
high feſtival; whereas it was certainly 
the conſtant cuſtom of the apoſtles and 
primitive Chriſtians, on every Sunday; 
and ought to be received by us as often 
as it is adminiſtered in the church we 

frequent, 
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frequent, (which in moſt places is but b 
once in a month). Nor do I think it ex- 
cuſable, at any time, to rurn our backs 
upon the table we ſee prepared for that 
- purpoſe, on pretence of not being fit to 7 
partake worthily of it. The beſt, the I 
only true preparation for this, and every 
other part of religious duty, is a good 
and virtuous life, by which the mind is 
conſtantly kept in, ſuch a devotional 
frame, as to require * a little recollec- 
tion, to be ſuited to any particular act 


of worſhip or obedience that may occa- 
ſionally happen; and without that there 
cannot be a greater, or more fatal miſ- 
take, than to ſuppoſe, that a few days or 
weeks ſpent in humiliation and prayer 
will render us at all the more accepta- 
ble to the Deity, or the better fitted for 
any one inſtance of that duty which muſt 
be univerſally paid, to be either appro- 
ved by him, or adyantageous to our- 
ſelves. I would not therefore adviſe you 
to read any of thoſe weekly preparatives 
Which 
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which are too apt to lead the mind into 


error, by teaching it to reſt in a mere 
ſhadow of ' piety, wherein there is no- 
thing rationally ſatisfaftory. The beſt 
book ] have ever met with on the ſub- 
ject is the Biſhop of Wincheſter's plain 
account of the nature and end of the ſa- 


crament of the Lord's ſupper, (to which 


the prayers before mentioned are annex- 
ed). This is well worth your careful 
peruſal; the deſign of the inſtitution 1s 
there fully explained, agreeable both to 


ſcripture and reaſon, ſtript of all that veil 


of myſtery which has been induſtriouſly 
thrown over it by deſigning or miſtaken 
men, and laid as plainly open to every 
capacity as it was at firſt left us by our 
great maſter. Read this book with due 
attention, you will there find every neceſ- 
ſary inſtruction concerning the rite, and 
every reaſonable inducement to the con- 
ſtant and conſcientious performance of it. 

TRE ſincere practice of theſe religious 
duties naturally leads to the proper dil- 
charge 
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charge of the ſocial ones, which may be 


all comprehended in that one great ge- 
neral rule, of doing unto others as you 
would they ſhould do unto you; — but 
of theſe more particularly hereafter. I 


ſhall firſt give you my advice concerning 
employment, it being of great moment 


to ſet out in life in ſuch a method as 
may be uſeful to yourſelt. and beneficial 
to others. Time is invaluable, its loſs ir- 
retrievable! The remembrance of having 
made an ill uſe of it, muſt be one of the 
ſharpeſt tortures to thoſe who are on the 
brink of eternity ! and what can yield a 
more unpleaſing retroſpect, than whole 
years idled away in an irrational inſigni- 
ficant manner! examples of which are 
continually before our eyes. Eook on 


every day as a blank ſheet of paper put 


into your hands to be filled up; remem- 
ber the characters will remain to endleſs 


ages, and can never be expunged ; be 


careful therefore not to write any thing 
but what you may read with pleaſure a 


thouſand 
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| thouſand years hence. I would not be 


underſtood in a ſenſe ſo ſtrict as might 
debar you from any innocent amuſement 


ſuitable to your age, and agreeable to 


your inclination. Diverſions properly re- 
gulated, are not only allowable, they are 
abſolutely neceſſary to youth, and are 
never criminal but when taken to ex- 


ceſs; that is, when they ingroſs the 


whole thought, are made the chief bu- 
ſineſs of life, give a diſtaſte to every 
valuable employment; and by a ſort of 
infatuation leave the mind in a ſtate of 
reſtleſs impatience from the concluſion 
of one till the commencement of - ano- 
cher, This is the unfortunate diſpoſition 
of many: guard moſt carefully againſt 
it; for nothing can be attended with 
more pernicious conſequences. A little 
obſervation will convince you, that 
there there is not, amongſt the human 


| ſpecies, a ſet of more miſerable beings. 


than thoſe who cannot live out of a 


- conſtant ſucceſſion of diverſions : theſe 


people 
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people have no comprehenſion of the 
more fatisfaftory pleaſures to be found 
in retirement. Thought is inſupportable 
to them, and conſequently ſolitude muſt 
be intolerable ;- they are a burthen to 
themſelves, and a peſt to their acquaint- 
ance, by vainly ſeeking for happineſs 
in company where they are ſeldom ac- 
ceptable. I ſay vainly, for true happineſs 
exiſts only in the mind, nothing foreign 
can give it. The utmoſt to be attain- 
ed by what is called a gay life, is a 
ſhort forgetfulneſs of miſery to be felt 
with accumulated anguiſh in every in- 
terval of reflection. This reſtleſs temper 
is frequently the product of a too eager 
purſuit of pleaſure in the early part of 
life, to the neglect of thoſe valuable 
improvements which would lay the 
foundation of a more ſolid and perma- 
nent felicity. Youth is the ſeaſon for 
diverſions; but it is alſo the ſeaſon for 
acquiring knowledge, for fixing uſeful 
habits, and laying 1 in a ſtock of ſuch 
well- 
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well-choſen materials, as may grow into 
a ſerene happineſs, that will increaſe 
with every added year of life, and 
bloom in the fulleſt perfection at the de- 
cline of it. The great art of education 
conſiſts in aſſigning to each its proper 
place, in ſuch a manner that the one 
ſhall never become irkſome by in- 
trenching on the other. Our ſeparation 
having taken from me the pleaſing taſk 


of endeavouring, to the beſt of my a- 
bility, to ſuit them occaſionally, as 
might .be moſt conducive both to your 
profit and pleaſure; it only remains to 


give you general rules, which accidents 


may make it neceſſary ſometimes to va- 


ry. — That muſt be left to your own 
diſcretion; and I am convinced you 
have a ſufficient ſhare of underſtanding, 
to be very capable of making ſuch caſual 
regulations advantageouſly to yourſelf, 

if the inclination is not wanting. 
Ir is an excellent method to appropri- 
ate the morning wholly to in;prove- 
C | ment; 


I 


— — — — CO EI 


ay. 
* » N 
8 
jo 
1 
* 
55 
* 
* 
I 
"4 
75 
* 
4 
= 
1 
=. 
- 
- 
92 1 
= 
as + 
y 
© 
oF 
* 
1 
13 
1 
* 
5 
3 
* 
b f 
- i 
„ 
7 
M 
4 
> 
by 
"7 
by 
: 
1 
6 
4 
1 
* 
© 
* 
7 
fl 
3 
"8 
1 7 
N 
i 
. 
= 
7 a 
5 £ 
£ e 
'I : 
: 1 
4 
; WW 2 
/ F 5 
i of bY 
21 1 
& 1 
» 9 
, *H 
b 1 
" 
E 
1 3 
4 3 
Sh 
; „ 
0 2 ＋ 4 4 
2M 
3 Iz 
* 9 
3 'S$: 
, 
” % 
F N 
= 
3 — 4 
8 
— YN 
— 
| d. 
' X. 
2 
1 4 
8 
{ | 
2 q 
: I 
: Ss. 
8 * 
A 1 
£ NH 
| | | 
1 
. 7 
1 8 
5 
= 
« | | 
= 


26 4A Mother's Advice 


ment; the afternoon may then be al- 
lowed to diverſions. Under the laſt head 
I place company, books of the humour- 
ous kind, and entertaining productions 
of the needle, as well as plays, balls, 
cards, Oc. which more commonly go 
by that name. From dinner till ſupper 
may be variouſly by theſe employed, 
with innocence and propriety ; but let 
none of them ever be ſuffered to intrude 
on the former part of the day, which - 
| ſhould be always devoted to more uſe- 
ful employments. One half-hour ei- 
ther before, or immediately after 
breakfaſt, I would have you conſtantly 
give to the attentive perufal of ſome ra- 
tionally pious author, or ſome part of 
the New Teſtament ; which laſt, and 
indeed the whole ſcripture, you ought 
to make yourſelf perfectly acquainted 
with, as the baſis on which your religion 
is founded. This practice you will reap 
more real benefit from, than can be 
ſuppoſed by thoſe who have never 
made 
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made the experiment. The other hours 
may be divided amongſt thoſe neceſſary 
and polite acquiſitions which are ſuit- 
able to your ſex, age, and rank in 
lie. Study your own language tho- 
roughly, that you may ſpeak correctly, 
and write grammatically. Do not con- 
tent yourſelf with the common uſe of 
words, which cuſtom has taught you 
from the cradle, but learn from whence 
. they are derived, and what are their 
proper ſigniſications. French vou 
ought. to be as well acquainted with as 
Enpliſh ; and Italian might without 
much difficulty be. added. Acquire a 
good knowledge of hiſtory; that of 
your own country firſt, then of the o- 
ther European nations. 'Read them, not 
with a view to amuſe, but to improve 
your mind; and to that end make re- 
flections on what you have read, which. 
may be uſeful to yourſelf, and render 
your converſation agreeable to others. 
Learn fo much of geography, as to 
CE form 


28 A Mother's Advice 


form a juſt idea of thoſe places you read 
of; this will make hiſtory more enter- 
taining to you. It is neceſſary for you 
to be perfe& in the tour firſt rules of 
arithmetic; more you can never have 
occaſion for, and the mind ſhould not 


be burthened with needleſs application. 


Muſic and drawing are accompliſh- 
ments well worth the trouble of attain- 
ng, if your inclination and genius lead 

to either; if not, do not attempt 

them; for it will be only much time 


and great labour unprofitably thrown 


away; it being next to impoſſible to 
arrive at any degree of perfection in 
thoſe arts, by the dint of perſeverance 


only, if a good ear and a native ge- 


nius are wanting, The ſtudy of natu- 
ral philoſophy you will find both plea- 
ſing and inſtructive; pleaſing from the 


continual new diſcoveries to be made 
of the innumerably various beauties 


of nature, (a moſt agreeable grati- 
fication of that deſire of knowledge 


wiſely 
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$2 wiſely implanted in the human mind) 3˙ s 3 
f and inſtructive, as thoſe diſcoveries 1 

2 | lead to the. contemplation : of the 1 
great author of nature, whoſe wiſdom | 

| and goodneſs ſo conſpicuouily ſhine a 


through all his works, that it is impoſ- 
ſible to reflect ſeriouſly on them, wich- 
out admiration and gratitude. 

Tasse, my dear, are but a few of 
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thoſe mental improvements I would re-- 
| = __cemmend to you. Indeed there is no- l 
branch of knowledge that your capacity , 
= SM g | ; 
is cqual to, and. you have an opportu- : 
: . : nity. of acquiring, which I think ought g 
to be neglected. It has been objected ; 
+. againſt all female learning, beyond that, 
of houſehold economy, that it tends. , 


only to fill the minds of the ſex with a 
conceited vanity, . which ſets them a- 
bove their proper buſineſs, occaſions an 
indifference to, if not a total neglect of 
their family. affairs, and ſ:rves. only to 
render them uſcleſs wives, and imperti- 
nent companions. It muſt be conft ſſ- 
| 6 3 Ys he 
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ed, that ſome reading ladies have given 
but too much cauſe for this objection ; 
and could it be proved to hold' good 
throughout the ſex, it would certainly 
be right to confine their i improvements 
within the narrow limits of the nurſery, 
the kitchen, and the confectionery: 
but believe it will, upon examination, 
be found, that ſuch ill conſequences 

proceed chiefly from too great an imbe- 
cillity of mind to be capable of much 
enlargement, or from a mere affectation 
of knowledge void of all reality. Ve ni- 
ty is never the reſult of underſtanding. 
A ſenfible woman will ſoon be convin- 
ced, that all the learning her utmoſt ap- 
plication can make her miſtreſs of, will 
be, from the difference of education, 
in many points inferior to that of a 
fchoolboy. This reflection will keep 
ker always humble, and be an effectual 
check to that loquacity which renders 
fome women ſuch inſupportable com- 


Tus 
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Tux management of all domeſtic af- 
fairs is certainly the proper buſineſs of 
woman ; and unfaſhionably ruſtic as 
ſuch an aſſertion way be thought, it is 
certainly not beneath the dignity of any 


lady, however high her rank, to know 


how to educate her children, to govern 
her ſervants, to order an elegant table 


with ceconomy, and to manage her 


whole family with prudence, regularity, 
and method; if in theſe ſhe is defec- 
tive, whatever may be her attainments 
in any other kinds of knowledge, ſhe 


will act out of character, and, by not 
moving in her proper ſphere, become 


rather the object of ridicule than ap- 
probation. But I believe it may with 
truth be affirmed, that the neglect of 
theſe domeſtic concerns has much more 
frequently proceeded from an exorbi- 


tant love of diverſions, a ridiculous 


fondneſs for dreſs and gallantry, or a 
miſtaken pride that has placed them in 


a ſervile light, fit only for the employ- 


ment 
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ment of Iependents, and below the at- 
tention of a. fine lady, than from too 
great an attachment to mental im- 


provements. Yet from whatſoever cauſe | 


ſuch a neglect proceeds, it is equally un- 


juſtifiable. If any thing can be urged 
in vindication of a cuitom unknown: 


to our anceſtors, which the prevalence 


of faſhion has made fo general amongſt 


the modern ladies, I mean, that of 
committing to the care and diſcre- 
tionary power of different ſervants, the 


ſole management of their family-af- 
fairs; nothing certainly can be al- 
ledged in defence of ſuch an igno- 


rance in things of this nature as ren- 
ders a lady incapable of giving pro- 
per directions on all occaſions; an igno- 
rance which, in ever ſo exalted a ſtation, 


will render her contemptible even to 
thoie ſervants on whoſe underſtanding 


and fidelity ſhe, in fact, becomes 8 
dent for the regularity of her hcuſe, the 


propriety, elegance, and frugality off 
6+ - of 
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her table; which laſt article is ſeldom 
regarded by ſuch fort of people, who too 
frequently impoſe on thoſe by whom they 
are thus implicitly truſted. Make your- 
ſelf, therefore, ſo thoroughly acquainted 
with the moſt proper method of con- 
ducting a family; and the neceſſary ex- 
penſe which every article, in proportion 
to their number, will occaſion, that you 
may come to a reaſonable certainty of not 
being materially deceived, without the 


\ 


ridiculous: drudgery of following your 


ſervants at the heels, and contemptibly 
peeping into every obſcure corner of your 
houſe. Nor is this at all difficult to at- 


tain, it requiring nothing more than an 


att entive obſervation. It is of late, in moſt 
great families, become too much the cu- 


ſtom to be long upon the books of every 
tradeſman they employ. To aſſign a 


reaſon for this is foreign to my purpoſe; 


but am certain it would, in general, be 


better both for themſelves and the people 
they deal with, never to be on them at 


all. 


E — 6 
— — bo p 2 


34 Mothers Advice 


all. And what difficulty or inconveni- 
ence can ariſe, in a well: regulated fami- 
I/, from commiſſioning the ſteward or 
houſekeeper to pay for every thing at 
the time of its being brought in? This 
obſolete practice (though in itſelf very 
laudable) is not at preſent, and per- 
haps never may again, be authoriſed 
by faſhion ; however, let it be a rule 
with you to contract as few debts as 
pollible. Moſt things are to be purcha- 
fed both better in their kind and at a 
lower price, by paying for them at the 
time of purchaſing. But, if to avoid the 
ſuppoſed trouble of frequent trifling 
diſburſements, you chuſe to have the 
leſſer articles thrown together in a bill, 
let a note of the quantity and price be 
brought with every ſuch parcel ; file 
theſe notes, compare them with the bill 
when delivered in, and let ſuch bills be 
regularly paid every quarter ; for it is 
not reaſonable to expect that a tradeſ- 
man ſhould give longer credit, without 

| TR making 
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making up the intereſt of his money by 
an advanced price on what he ſells ; ; 
and, be aſſured, if you find it inconveni- 


ent to pay at the end of three months, 
that inconvenience mult ariſe from li- 


ving at too great an expenſe, and will 
conſequently increaſe in fix months, 


and grow ſtill greater at the end of the 


year. By making ſhort payments you 
will become the ſooner ſenſible of ſuch a 


miſtake, and find it at firſt more eaſy to 


retrench any ſupernumeraries, than after 
having been long habituared to them. 
If your houſe is ſuperintended by, and 
your ſervants accountable to an houſe- 
keeper, let her be accountable to your- 


ſelf, and entirely governed by your di- 


rections; carefully examine her bills, 


and ſuffer no extravagancies or unneceſ- 
ſary articles to paſs unnoticed ; let theſe 


bills be brought to you every morning, 
what they contain will then be eaſily re- 


collected without burthening your me- 
mory; your accounts being ſhort will 


be 
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be adjuſted with leſs trouble and more 
exactneſs. Should you at any time have 


an upper ſervant whoſe family and edu- 


cation were ſuperior to that ſtate of ſub- 
jection, which ſucceeding misfortunes 


may have reduced her to, ſuch ought 


to be treated with peculiar indulgence; 
if ſhe has underſtanding enough to be 
converſible, and humility enough al- 
ways to keep her proper diſtance, leſſen, 
as much as poſſible, every painful re- 
membrance of former proſpects, by 
looking on her as an humble friend, 
and making her an occaſional compa- 
nion. But never deſcend to converſe 
with thoſe whoſe birth, education, and 
early views in life, were not ſuperior to 
a ſtate of ſervitude; their minds are 
ſuited to their ſtation ; intoxicated by 
any degree of familiarity, they become 
uſeleſs and impertinent. The habit 
very many ladies have contracted of 
talking to, and conſulting with their 
women, has ſo ſpoiled that ſet of ſer- 

| | | vants, 
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wants, that few of them are to be met 


with, who do not commence their ſer- 
vice, by giving their unaſked opinion 
of your perſon, dreſs, or management, 
artfully conveyed in the too generally 
accepted vehicle of ſtattery; and if al- 
lowed in this, will next proceed to of- 


fer their ridiculous advice on any occa- 


ſion that may happen to diſcompoſe or 
ruffle your temper. Check the firſt ap- 
pearance of ſuch impertinence, by a re- 
primand ſufficiently ſevere to prevent a 


repetition of it. Give your orders in a 


plain, diſtinct manner, with good-na- 
ture, joined to a ſteadincſs that will 


ſhew they muſt be punctually obeyed. 


Treat all your domeſtics with ſuch mild- 
neſs and affability, that you may be ſer- 
ved rather out of affection than fear; 
let them live happily under you; give 


them leiſure for their own buſineſs, 
time for innocent recreation, and more 


eſpecially for attending the public ſer- 
vice of the church; to be inſtructed in 
| 1 =  thew 
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their duty to Gop; without which you 
have no right to expect the diſcharge of 
that owing to yourſelf: when wrong, 
tell them calmly of their faults; if they 
amend not after two or three ſuch re- 


bukes, diſmiſs them; but never de- 


ſcend to paſſion and ſcolding, which is 
inconſiſtent with a good underſtanding, 
and beneath the dignity of a gentlewo- 
man. Be very exact in your hours, 
without which there can be no order in 
your family, I mean thoſe of riſing, 


eating, Sc. Require from your ſervants 


punctuality in theſe; and never be 


yourſelf the cauſe of breaking through 


the rules you have laid down, by defer- 


ring breakfaſt, putting back the dinner, 
or letting it grow cold on the table, to 
wait your dreſſing ; a cuſtom by which 
many ladies introduce confuſion, and 
bring their orders into neglect. Be al- 
ways dreſſed, at leaſt, half an hour be- 
fore dinner. Having mentioned 
this important article, I muſt be allow- 


ed 
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ed a little digreſſion on the ſubject. 
Whatever time 1s taken up in dreſs, 
beyond what is neceſſary to decency 
and cleanlineſs, may be looked upon 
(to ſay no worſe) as a vacuum in life, 
entirely loſt, By decency, I mean ſuch 
an habit as is ſuitable to your rank and 
fortune. An ill- placed finery, inconſiſtent 
with either, is not ornamental, but ri- 
diculous. A compliance with faſhion, 
ſo far as to avoid the affectation of ſin- 
gularity, is neceſſary; but to run into 
the extreme of faſhions, more eſpecially 
thoſe which are inconvenient, - is the 
certain proof of a weak mind. Have a 
better opinion of yourſelf, than to ſup- 
poſe you can receive any additional me- 1 
rit from the adventitious ornaments of | 
dreſs. Leave the ſtudy of the toilet to 
| thoſe adapted to it; I mean to that in- 
ſignificant ſet of females, whoſe whole 
life, from the cradle to the coffin, 1s 
but a varied ſcene of trifling, and whoſe 


intellectuals fit them not for any thing 
D 2 beyond 


N 
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beyond it. Such may be allowed to: 
paſs whole mornings at their looking- 
glaſs, in the important buſineſs of ſuit- 
ing a ſet of ribands, adjuſting a few 
curls, or determining the poſition of a. 
patch; one, perhaps, of their moſt inno- 


cent ways of idling, — But let as ſmalk 


2 portion of your time as poſſible be 
taken up in drefling. Be always per- 


fectly clean and neat, both in your 
perſon and cloaths, equally ſo when a- 


lone, as in company. Look upon all 
beyond this, as. immaterial in itſelf, a- 
ny farther than as the different. ranks 


of mankind have made ſome diſtinction 


in habit generally eſteemed neceſſary; 
and. remember, that it is never the 


dreſs, however ſumptuous, which re- 
flects dignity and honour-on the perſon; 
it is the rank and merit of the perſon. 


that gives conſequence to the dreſs. 
Bur to return: It is your own ſteadi- 


neſs and example of regularity that a- 
lone can preſerve uninterrupted order: 


in. 
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ir your family. If by forgetfulneſs or 
inattention you at any time ſuffer your 
commands to be diſobeyed with im- 
punity, your ſervants will grow upon 
ſuch neglect into an habit of careleſſ- 
'nefs, till repeated faults, of which this 
is properly the ſource, rouſe you into 
anger, which an evenhand would never 
have made neceſſary. Be not whimſical 
or capricious in your likings ; approve 
with judgment, and condemn with rea- 
ſon; that acting right may be as certain- 
ly the means of obtaining your favour, 
as the contrary of incurring your diſ-- 
_ pleaſure. 
Fou what has been ſaid you will 
ſee, that, in order to the proper diſcharge; 
of your domeſtic duties, it is abſolutely- 
neceſſary for you to have a perfect 
knowledge of every branch of houſe- 
hold œconomy, without which you can 
neither correct what is wrong, approve” 
what is right, or give directions with. 
ropriety. It 15 the want of this know-- 
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ledge that reduces many a fine lady's fa- 
mily to a ſtate of the utmoſt confuſion 
and diſorder on the ſudden removal of 
a managing ſervant, till the place 1s 
ſupplied by a ſucceſſor of equal ability. 
How much out of character, how ridi- 
| culous muſt a miſtreſs of a family ap- 
| pear, who is entirely incapable of giving 
practical orders on ſuch an occaſion . 
Let that never be your caſe. Remember, 
my dear, this is the only proper temporal 
buſineſs aſſigned you by providence; 
and in a thing ſo indiſpenſably needful, 
ſo eaſily attained, and where fo little 
ſtudy or application is neceſſary to 
arrive at the moſt commendable degree 
of it, the want even of perfection is al- 
moſt inexcuſable. Make yourſelf mi- 
ſtreſs of the theory, that you may be 
able, the more readily, to reduce it in- 
to practice; and when you have a fami- 
ly to command, let the care of that al- 
ways employ your principal attention, 
and every part of it be ſubjected to your 
| | OWN 


to her Daughters. 4.3 


own inſpection. If you riſe early, (a cu- 
ſtom I hope you have not left off ſince 
you was with me), waſte no unneceſſary 
time in dreſſing, and conduct your 
houſe in a regular method, You will 
find many vacant hours unfilled up by 
this material buſineſs; and no objection 
can lie againſt employing thoſe in 
ſuch improvements of the mind as 
are moſt ſuitable to your genius and in- 
clination. I believe no man of under- 
ſtanding will think, that under fuch re- 
gulations a woman will either make a 
leſs agreeable companion, a lets uſeful 
wife, a lefs careful mother, or a worle 
miſtreſs of a family, for all the addi- 
tional knowledge her induſtry. and. ap- 
plication can acquire. 

Tur morning being always thus ad- 
vantageouſly engaged, the latter part 
of the day may, as I before ſaid, be-given 
to relaxation and amuſement. Some of 
theſe hours may be very agreeably, and 
not unuſefully employed by entertaining 
books; 
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books; a few of which, together with 
ſome of a religious and inſtructive kind, 
are annexed, as a ſpecimen of the ſort 
I would recommend to- your peruſal *. 


Novels and romances never give your- 


ſelf the trouble of reading. Though ma- 


ny of them contain ſome few. good mo- 


rals, they are not worth pick ing out of 
the rubbiſh intermixed; it is like ſearch- 
ing for a few ſmall diamonds amongſt 


* Tillotſon's Rapin's hiſt, of England, 
Hoadly's | - Hook's or Echard's Ro- 
Sherlock's & ſermons; man hiſtory, 
Clarke's ; Salmon's univerſal hiſtory, 
Seed's Potter's antiquities, 

Locke, «Woollaſton, Kennett's antiquities, 

Maiſon on {elf-knowledge, The Spectators, 

Seneca's morals, The Guardians, 

Cicero's works, - Thomſon's ſeaſons, 

Collier's Antoninus, Pope's trenſlation of Ho- 

Epictetus, ö mer's Iliad and Odyſ-- 

Pope's eſſay on man, ſey, &c. 


By theſe you may form a judgment of that ſort 
of reading that will be both uſeful and entertaining to 
you. In the ſermons, the practical ones of each au- 


thor are meant, Our rule of faith ſhould be taken 


from the ſcripture alone, which we muſt underſtand 
far ourſelves; therefore the controverted opinions 


of others ſerve in general rather to puzzle than im- 
prove the mind. 
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mountains of dirt and traſh, which when 
found, are too inconſiderable to anſwer 


the pains of coming at them. Ridicu- 


lous as theſe fictitious tales generally are, 


they are ſo artfully managed as to excite 


an idle curioſity to ſee the concluſion; by 


which means the reader is drawn on, 
through a tireſome length of fooliſh ad- 
' ventures, to the common cataſtrophe of 
a wedding, or ſometimes a funeral; from 
which uſeleſs knowledge neither plea- 
ſure nor profit accrues. The beſt I have 
met with of theſe kind of writings, 'to- 
ſay no worle, it is little better than the 
loſs of time to peruſe: but ſome of them 
have more pernicious conſequences; for 
by drawing characters that never exiſt in 
life, by repreſenting perſons and things 
in a falſe and extravagant light, and by 
a: ſeries of improbable cauſes bringing 
on impoſlible events, they are apt to 


give a romantic turn to the mind, that 
is often productive of great errors in 


judgment, and fatal miſtakes in con- 


duct. 
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duct. Of this I have ſeen frequent. in- 
ſtances, and therefore adviſe you ne- 
ver to meddle with this tribe of ſcrib- 
blers. 

Works of the needle, that employ 
the fancy, may, if they ſuit your incli- 
nation, be ſometimes a pretty amuſe- 
ment; but let this. employment never 
extend to large pieces, beyond what 
can be accompliſhed by yourſelf without 
aſſiſtance. There is not a greater ex- 
travapance under the ſpecious- namg of 


good houſewifery, than the furniſhing of 


houſes : in this manner. Whole apart- 
ments have been ſeen thus ornamented 
by the ſuppoſed work of a lady, who, 
perhaps, never ſhaded two leaves in the 
artificial foreſt, but has paid four times 
its value to the ſeveral people employed 
in bringing it to perfection. The expenſe 


of theſe tedious pieces of work I ſpeak. 
of experimentally ; having many years 


paſt undertaken one of them, which 
when finiſhed was not worth fifteen 
pounds, 
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pounds, and, by a computation ſince 
made, did not coſt leſs than fifty, in the 


hire and maintenance of the people em- 


ployed in it. This indeed was at the age 
of ſeventeen; the thoughtleſs inexperience 
of youth could alone excuſe ſuch a piece 


of folly. Embroideries in gold, filver, 
or ſhades of filk, come within a narrow- 
er compaſs. Works of that kind which 
may, without calling in expenſive aſſiſt- 
ance, or tiring the fancy, be finiſhed in 


a ſummer, will be a well-choſen change 
of amuſement, and may (as there are 
three of you) be made much more agree- 
able by one alternately reading aloud, 


while the other two are thus employed. 


” All kinds of what is called plain-work 
(though no very polite accompliſhment) 
you muſt be ſo well verſed in, as to be 


able to cut out, make, or mend your 


own linen. Some fathers, and ſome 


huſbands, chuſe to have their daughters, 
and their wives, thus attired in the la- 


bour of their own hands; and from a 


miſtaken 
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miſtaken notion believe this to be the 
great criterion of frugal economy. 
Where that happens to be the inclination 
or opinion of either, it ought always to 
be readily complied with: but excluſive 
of ſuch a motive, I ſee no other that 
makes the practical part at all neceſſary 
to any lady; excepting, indeed, ſuch a 
narrowneſs of fortune as admits not con- 
veniently the Keeping of an Abigail, to 
whom ſuch exerciſes of the needle much 
more properly appertain. 
Tux theatre, which, by the 8 
gable labour of the inimitable Mr Gar- 
rick, is now brought to very great per- 
| fection, will afford you, when in town, 
an equally rational and improving enter- 
tainment. At his houſe your judgment 
is not called in queſtion, or your under- 
ſtanding affronted, by the impertinent 


i repreſentation of ridiculous pantomimes; 
WW nor your modeſty offended by the inde- 
| cent ribaldry of thoſe authors, who, to 


their defect in wit, have added the want 
| of 
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[ of good ſenſe and good manners. Faults 
| of this kind that (from a blameable com- 
| pliance with a corrupted taſte) have ſome- 
times crept into the werks of better 
writers, are, by his prudent direction, 
4 generally rectified, or omitted on the 
l ſtage; you may there ſee the beſt plays 
performed in the beſt manner. Do not, . 
however, go to any that you have not 
before heard the character of; be pre- 
ſent only at thoſe which are approved by = 
perſons of underſtanding and virtue, as 
calculated to anſwer the proper ends of 
the theatre, viz. that of conveying 1n- g 
ſtruction in the moſt pleaſing method. ; 
Attend to the ſentiment; apply the | 
| moral, and then you cannot, I think, | 
paſs an evening in a more uſeful, or a ö 


more entertaining diverſion, 
Dancing may alſo take its turn as | 
an healthful exerciſe, and generally ſuit- | 
able to the taſte and gatety of young | 
minds, ö 
Pak r of thoſe hours appropriated to 
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greeably taken up in the paying and re- 
ceiving viſits of mere ceremony and ci- 
vility, a tribute by cuſtom authoriſed, 
by good manners injoined. In theſe, 
when the converſation is only infignifi- 
cant, join in it with an apparent ſatisfac- 
tion; talk of the elegance of a birthday- 
ſuit, the pattern of a lace, the judicious 
aſſortment of jewels, the cut of a ruffle, 
or the ſet of a ſleeve, with an unaffected 
eaſe; not according to the rank they 


hold in your eſtimàtion, but proportion- 


ed to the conſequence they may be of in 
the opinion of thoſe you are converſing 
with. The great art of pleaſing is to 
appear pleaſed with others. Suffer not 
an ill-bred abſence of thought, or a 


contemptuous ſneer, ever to betray 


a conſcious ſuperiority of underſtand- 


ing, always productive of ill- nature and 


diſlike. Suit yourſelf to the capacity and 
taſte of your company, when that 
zaſte 13 confined to harmleſs trifles; but 
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where it is ſo far depraved, as to delight 
in cruel ſarcaſms on the abſent, to be 
pleated with diſcovering the blemiſhes 
in a good character, or repeating the 
greater faults of a bad one, here reli- 
gion and humanity forbid the leaſt de- 
gree of aſſent. If you have not any 
knowledge of the perſons thus unhap- 
pily ſacrificed to envy or malice, and 
conſequently are ignorant as to the truth 


or falſchood of ſuch aſperſions, always: 
ſuſpect them to be ill- grounded, or, - at 
leaſt, greatly exaggerated: ſhew your 


dijapprobation by a ſilent gravity, and 


by taking the firſt opportunity to 


change the ſubject. But where any ac- 
quaintance with the character in que- 


ſtion gives, room for defending it, let 


not an 1l|-timed complaiſance prevail. 
over juſtice; vindicate injured inno- 
cence with all the freedom and warmth. 
of an unreſtrained benevolence ; -and- 
where the faults of the guilty will admit 
of palliation, urge all that truth can al- 
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low, in mitigation of error. From this 
method, beſides the pleaſure ailing 
from the conſciouſneſs of a ſtrict confor- 
mity to the great rule of doing as 
you would be done by, you will alſo 
reap to yourſelf the benefit of being 
leſs frequently peſtered with themes 
ever painful to a humane diſpoſition. 
If unfortunately you have ſome ac- 
quaintance whoſe malevolence of heart, 
no ſentiment of yirtue, no check 
of* good manners, can reſtrain from 
theſe malicious ſallies of ill-nature, to 
them let your viſits be made as ſel- 


dom, and as ſhort as decency will per- 


mit, there being neither benefit nor ſa- 
tis faction to be found in ſuch company; 
amongſt whom only cards may be in- 


troduced with any advantage. On this 


account it will be proper for you to 
know how to play at thoſe games moſt 
in uſe, becauſe it is an argument of 
great folly to engage in any thing with- 


out doing it well: but this is a diverſion 


that 
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that I hope you will have no fondneſs | 
for, as it is in itſelf, to ſay no worſe, a 


very inſignificant one. 

Wirta perſons for whom you can 
have no efteem, good-breeding may 
oblige you to keep up an intercourſe of 
ccremonious viſits; but politeneſs in- 
joins not the length or frequency of 
them; here inclination may be tollowed 
without a breach of civility ; there 1s 
no tax upon intimacy, but from choice; 
and that choice ſhould ever be founded 
on merit, the certainty whereof you can- 
not be too careful in previouſly exami- 
ning. Great caution is neceſſary not to 
be deceived by ſpecious appearances. A 
plauſible behaviour, often, upon a ſuper- 
ficial knowledge, creates a prepoſſeſſion 
in favour of perſons, who, upon a ncar- 
er view, may be found to have no claim 
to eſteem. The forming a precipitant 
judgment ſometimes leads into an un- 
wary intimacy, which it may prove ab- 
folutely neceſſary to break off; and yet 

K 2 | that 
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that breach be attended with innumera- 


ble inconvemiencies, nay, perhaps, with 


very material and. laſting ill conſequen- 
ces. Prudence, therefore, here injoins 
the greateſt. circumſpection. Few peo- 
ple are capable of friendſhip, and ſtill 
fewer have all the qualifications one 
would chuſe in a friend. The funda- 


mental point is a virtuous diſpoſition ,  ' 


but to that ſhould be added, a good 


underſtanding, ſolid judgment, ſweet: 


neſs of temper, ſteadineſs of mind, 
freedom of behaviour, and fincerity of 


heart. Seldom as theſe are to be found 


united, never make a boſom-friend of a 


perſon greatly deficient in either. Be 
flow in contracting friendſhip, and inva- 
riably conſtant in maintaining it. Ex- 
pect not many friends, but think your- 
ſelf happy, if, through life, you meet 
with one or two hq deſerve that name, 
and have all the requiſites for the va- 
luable relation. This may juſtly be 
deemed the higheſt bleſſing of mortali- 
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ty. Uninterrupted health has the gene- 
ra] voice; but, in my opinion, ſuch a 
friend as much deſerves the preference; 
as the mental pleaſures, both in nature 
and degree, exceed the corporeal. The 
weakneſſes, the pains of the body may 
be inexpreſſibly alleviated by the con- 
verſation of a. perſon, by affection en- 
deared, by reaſon approved; whoſe 
tender ſympathy partakes your afflic- 
tions, and ſhares your enjoyments; who 
is ſteady in the correction, but mild in the 
reproof of your faults; like a guardian 
angel, ever watchful to warn you of 
unforeſeen danger, and by timely ad- 
monitions prevent the miſtakes incident 
to human frailty, and ſelf-partiality. 
This is the true office of friendſhip. 
With ſuch a friend, no ſtate of life can 
be abſolutely unhappy; but deſtitute of 
ſome ſuch connection, heaven has ſo 
formed our natures for this intimate 
ſociety, that, amidſt the affluence 
cf fortune, and the flow of unin- 
terrupted 
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terrupted health, there will be an aking 
void in the folitary breaſt, that can ne- 
ver know a plenitude of happineſs. 
Should the ſupreme diſpoſer of all e- 
vents beſtow on you this ſuperlative 
gift, to ſuch a friend let your heart be 
ever unreſervedly open; conceal no ſe- 
cret thought, diſguiſe no latent weak. 
neſs, but bare your boſom to the fairh- 
fal probe of honeſt friendſhip, and 
ſhrink not, if it ſmart beneath the 


touch; nor with tenacious pride diſlike 


the perſon that freely dares” condemn 
fome favourite foible; but, ever open 
to conviction, hear with attention, and 


receive with gratitude, the kind reproof 


that flows from tenderneſs : when ſen- 
ſible of a fault, be ingenuous in the con- 
feſſion, ſincere and ſteady in the cor- 
rection of it. | . 

HAPPY 1s her lot, who in an huſband 
finds this invaluable friend! Yet fo 
great is the hazard, ſo diſproportioned 
the chances, that I could almoſt wiſh 
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the dangerous dye was never to be 
thrown for any of you! But as moſt 


probably it may, let me conjure ye all, 


my dear girls, if ever any of you take this 


moſt important ſtep in life, to proceed 
with the utmoſt care, ahd deliberate cir- 


cumſpect ion. Fortune and family it is 
the ſole province of you pappa to direct 
in, who certainly has always an un- 
doubted right to a negative voice, 
though not to a compulſive one. As a 
child is very juſtifiable in the refuſal of 
her hand, even to the abſolute com- 
mand of a father, where her heart can- 
not go with it; ſo is ſhe extremely cul- 


pable, by giving it contrary to his ap- 


probation. Here I muft take 
ſhame to myſelf! and for this unpar- 
donable fault, do juſtly acknowledge 


the ſubſequent ill conſequences of a 
moſt unhappy marriage were the proper 
puniſhment. This and every other error 


in my own conduct, I do, and ſhall, 
with the utmoſt candour, lay open to 
1 you, 
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you, ſincerely praying, that you may 


reap the benefit of my experience, and 
avoid thoſe rocks I have, either by 
careleſſneſs, or ſometimes, alas l by 
too much caution, ſplit againit. 


Bur to return: — The chief point 


to be regarded in the choice of a com- 
panion for life, is a real virtuous prin- 
ciple, an unaffected goodneſs of heart; 
without this you will be continually 
ſhocked by indecency, and pained by 


impiety. So numerous have been the 


unhappy victims to the ridiculous opi- 
nion, that a reformed libertine makes 
the beſt hulband; that, did not expe- 
rience daily evince the contrary, one 
would belicve it impoſſible for a girl, 
who has a tolerable degree of common 


underſtanding, to be made the dupe of 


ſo erroneous a poſition, that has not the 
leaſt ſhadow of reaſon for its founda- 
tion, and which a ſmall ſhare of obſer- 
vation will. prove to be falſe in fact. A 


man who has been long converſant with 
the 
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the worſt ſort of women, is very apt to 
contract a bad opinion of, and a con- 
| tempt for the ſex in general. Incapable 
of eſteeming any, he is ſuſpicious of 
all; jealous without cauſe, angry with- 
out provocation, and his own diſturbed 


. 
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imagination is a continual ſource of ill 
kumour. To this is frequently joined a 
bad habit of body, the natural conſe- 
quence of an irregular life, which gives 
an additional ſourneſs to the temper. 
What rational proſpect of happineſs can 
there be with ſuch a companion? And 
that this is the general character of 
thoſe who are called reformed rakes, ob- 
ſervation will certify. But admit there 
may be ſome exceptions, it is a hazard 
that no conſiderate woman would ven- 


ture the peace of her whole future life 
upon. The vanity of thoſe girls who 
believe themſelves capable of working 
miracles of this kind, and give up their 
perſons to a man of libertine principles, 
upon the wild expectation of reclaiming 
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him, juſtly deſerve the diſappointment 
they will generally meet with ; for, be- 


lieve me, a wife is, of all others, the 


leaſt likely to ſucceed in ſuch an at- 
tempt. - Be it your care to find that 


virtue in a lover, which you muſt never 


hope to form in an huſband. Good 
ſenſe and good nature are almoſt equal- 
ly requiſite. If the former 1s wanting, 
it will be next to impoſſible for you to 


eſteem the perſon of whole behaviour 


you may have cauſe to be aſhamed ; 
and mutual eſteem 1s as neceſſary to 


- happineſs in the married ſtate, as mu- 
tual affection: without the latter, every 


day will bring with it ſome freſh cauſe 
of vexation ; till repeated quarrels pro- 


duce a coldneſs, that will ſettle into an 


irreconcilable averſion, and you not on- 
ly become each other's torment, but the 
object of contempt to your family and 
acquaintance, 


Tuis quality of good nature is, of 


all others, the moſt difficult to be aſcer- 
tained ; 
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tained; which proceeds from the gene- 


ral miſtake of blending it with good 


humour, as in themſelves the ſame, 


though, in fact, no two principles of 
a*tion are more eſſentially different. 
This may require ſome explanation. 
— By good nature, then, I mean, 


that true benevolence which partakes 
the felicity of all- mankind, that pro- 


motes the ſatisfaction of every individual 


within the reach of its ability, that re- 


lieves the diſtreſſed, comforts the af- 


Aicted, diffuſes bleſſings, and communi- 
cates happineſs, as far as its ſphere of 
action can extend; and in the private 
ſcenes of life, will ſhine conſpicuous in 
the dutiful ſon, the affectionate huſband, 
the indulgent father, the faithful friend, 


and the compaſſionate maſter, both to 


man and beaſt; whilſt good humour is 
nothing more than a chearful, pleaſing 
deportment, ariling either from a natu- 


ral gaiety of mind, or an affectation of 


popularity, joined to an affability of be- 
a F | haviour, 
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haviour, the refult of good breeding, 


and a ready compliance with the taſte 


of every company. This kind of mere 


good humour, is, by far, the moſt ſtri- 


king quality. It is frequently miſtaken 
for, and complimented with the ſuperior 
name of real good nature; a man by 
this ſpecious appearance has often ac- 


quired that appellation, who, in all the 


actions of his private life, has been 


revengeful, ſullen, 


the cap whoſe temples fit the galling 
wreath | On the contrary, a man 
of a true benevolent diſpoſition, and 


Formed to promote the happineſs of all 


around him, may ſometimes, perhaps, 


from an ill habit of body, an accidental ; 
vexation, or a commendable openneſs of 


heart, above the meanneſs of diſguiſe, 
be guilty of little ſallies of peeviſhneſs, 
or ill humour, that may carry the ap- 


pearance of, and be unjuſtly thought to 
proceed from ill nature, by perſons who 
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ng, are unacquainted with his true charac- 
aſte ter, and take them for ſynonymous 


gere 1 terms; though in reality they bear not 
ſtri- . the leaſt analogy to each other. In or- 
ken der to the forming a right judgment, it 
rior is abſolutely neceſſary to obſerve this 


by diſtinction, which will effectually ſecure 


ac- _ you from the dangerous error of taking 
the the ſhadow for the ſubſtance. An irre- 
een © trievable miſtake! pregnant with innu- 


en, merable conſequent evils. 
 # From what has been ſaid, it plainly 


ng : appears, that the criterion of this ami- 
an auble virtue is not to be taken from the 
nd general opinion; mere good humour 
all 4 being, to all intents and purpoſes, ſuf- 


bs, | ficient, in this particular, to eſtabliſh 
tal the public voice in favour of a man ut- 
of terly devoid of every humane and bene- 
volent affection of heart. It is only 
from the leſs conſpicuous ſcenes vf life, 
the more retired ſphere of action, the 
artlefs tenor of domeſtic conduct, that 
the real character can, with any certain- 

| T 2 | ty, 
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ty, be drawn. Theſe undiſguiſed pro- 
claim the man; but as they ſhun the 
glare of light, nor court the noiſe of po- 
pular applauſe; obſcure, they paſs un- 
noted, and are ſeldom known till after 
an intimate acquaintance. The beſt me- 
thod, therefore, to avoid deception in 
this caſe, is, to lay no ſtreſs on outward 
appearances, too often fallacious ; but 
to take the rule of judging from the 
ſimple, unpoliſhed ſentiments of thoſe 


whoſe dependent connections give them 


an undeniable certainty; who not only 
ſce, but hourly feel, the good or bad ef- 
fects of that diſpoſition they are ſub- 
jected to. By this I mean, that if a 
man is equally reſpected, eſteemed, and 
beloved by his tenants, his dependents 
and domeſtics, from the ſubſtantial 
farmer to- the laborious peaſant, from the 
proud ſteward to the ſubmiſſive wretch, 
who, thankful for employment, humbly 
obeys the menial tribe; you may juſtly 
conclude, he has that true good nature, 

that 
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that real benevolence, which delights 


in communicating felicity, and enjoys 


the ſatisfaction it diffuſes ; but if by 


theſe he is deſpiſed and hated, ſerved 


merely from a principle of fear, devoid 


of affection, which is very eaſily diſco- 
verable, whatever may be his public 
character, however favourable the ge- 
neral opinion, be aſſured, his diſpoſi- 
tion is ſuch, as can never be productive 
of domeſtic happineſs. I have been 
the more particular on this head, as it 
is one of the moſt eſſential qualifica- 
tions to be regarded, and of all others 
the moſt liable to be miſtaken. 
NEveER be prevailed with, my dear, 


to give your hand to a perſon defective 


in thoſe material points. Secure of vir- 
tue, good naturc, and underſtanding, in 
an huſband, you may be ſecure of hap- 
pineſs ; without the two former it is un- 
attainable; without the latter, in a tole- 
rable degree, it muſt be very imperfect. 
REMEMBER, infallibility is not the 
F 3 property 
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property of man, or you may entail diſ- 
appointment on yourſelf, by expecting 
what is never to be found. The beſt of 
men are ſometimes inconſiſtent with : 
themſelves ; they are liable to be hurri- 
ed, by ſudden ſtarts of paſſion, into ex- 
preſſions and actions which their cooler 
reaſon will condemn ; they. may have 
ſome oddities of behaviour, ſome pecu- 
liarities of temper, be ſubject to acci- 
dental ill humour, or whimſical com- 
plaints. Blemiſhes of this kind often 
ſhade the brighteſt character, but are 
never deſtructive of mutual felicity, un- 
leſs made ſo by an improper reſent- 

ment, or. an ill- judged oppoſition. 
Reaſon can never be heard by paſſion ; 
the offer of it tends only. to inflame the 
more. When cooled in his uſual temper, 
if wrong, the man of underſtanding 
will ſuggeſt to himſelf all that could be 
urged againſt him; the man of good 
nature will, unupbraided, own an error. 
Contradiction at the time is, therefore, 


Wholly 
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wholly unſerviceable, and highly-impru- 
dent; an after repetition, equally unne- 
ceſſary and injudicious. Any peculiari- 
ties in the temper or behaviour, ought 
to be properly repreſented in the tender- 
eſt and moſt friendly manner; and, if 
done diſcreetly, will be generally well 
taken; but if they are ſo habitual as 
not eaſily to be altered, ſtrike not too 
often upon the unharmonious ſtring; 
rather let them paſs as unobſerved ; 
ſuch a chearful compliance will better ce- 
ment your union; and they may be made 
eaſy to yourſelf, by reflecting on the ſu- 
perior good qualities, by which theſe 
trifling faults are ſo greatly overbalan- 
ced. You mult re ember, my dear, 
theſe rules are laid down only on the 
ſuppoſition of your being united to a 
perſon who poſſeſſes the three eſſential 
qualifications for happineſs before men- 
tioned. In this caſe, no farther direction 
is neceffary, but that you ſtrictly perform 
the duty of a wife, viz. to love, honour, 

and 
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and obey. The two firſt are a tribute 
fo indiſpenſably due to merit, that it 
muſt naturally be paid by inclination ; 
theſe lead to the laſt, which will not on- 
ly be an eaſy, but a pleaſing taſk, fince 


nothing ever can by him be injoined, 


that is in itſelf improper, and few things 
will, that, with any reaſon, can be to you 


diſagreeable. Here ſhould this ſubject 


end, were it not more than poſſible for 
you, after all that has been urged, to be 
led, by ſome inferior motive, to the neg- 
lect of the primary caution ; and either 
from an opinion too haſtily entertain- 
ed, an unaccountable partiality, or the 
powerful prevalence of perſuaſion, be 
unfortunately induced to give your hand 
where a bad heart, and a moroſe temper, 
concealed by a well practiſed diſſimula- 
tion, may render every flattering hope 
of happineſs abortive. Heaven in mercy 


guard you from this fatal error] Such a 


companion is the worſt of all temporal 
ills, a deadly potion, that imbitters e- 
| very 
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very ſocial icene of life, damps every 
riſing: joy, and baniſhes that chearful 
temper which alone can give a true 
reliſh to the bleſſings of mortality. 
Moſt ſincerely do I pray this may ne- 
ver be your lot! and hope your pru- 
dent circumſpection vill be ſufficient to 
guard you from the danger. But the 
bare poſſibility of ſuch an event, makes 
it not unneceſſary to lay down a few rules 
for the maintaining ſome degree of eaſe, 
under the deprivation of happineſs. 
This is by far the moſt difficult part of 
my preſent undertaking it is hard to ad- 
viſc here, and ſtill harder to practiſe the 
advice. The ſubject alſo is too exten- 
ſive to be minutely treated within the 
compals of a letter, which muſt confine _ 
me to the moſt material points only; in 
theſe I ſhall give you the beſt directions 
in my power, ardently wiſhing you 
may never have occaſion to make uſe of 
them. "8 F | 
Taz being united to a man of irreli- 
gious 
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gious principles, makes it impoſlible to 
diſcharge a great part of the proper duty 
of a wife. To name but one inſtance ; 


that of obedience will be rendered im- 


Practicable, by frequent injunctions in- 
conſiſtent with, and contrary to the 
higher obligations of morality. This is 
not mere ſuppoſition, but ſpoke from 
facts J have often ſeen and can atteſt. 
Where this happens, the reaſons for non- 
compliance ought to be offered in a plain, 
ſtrong, good- natured manner; there is 
at leaſt the chance of ſucceſs from being 
heard: but ſhould thoſe reaſons be re- 
jetted, or the hearing of them be refu- 
fed, and filence on the ſubject be injoin- 
ed, (which is moſt probable, few peo- 
ple caring to hear what they know to be 
right, when determined not to appear 
convinced by it), in this obey, nor far- 
ther urge the argument; but keep ſteady 
to your principles, and neither by per- 


ſuaſion or threats be prevailed with to act 


contrary to them. All conimands repug- 
nant 
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| nant to the laws of Chriſtianity it is your 


indiſpenſable duty to diſobey; all requeſts 
that are inconſiſtent with prudence, in- 
compatible with that rank and charac- 
ter you ought to maintain in life, it is 
your intereſt to refuſe. A compliance with 
the former would be criminal, a conſent 


to the latter highly indiſcreet, and ſubject 


you to general cenſure; for a man capa- 
ble of requiring from his wife what he 
knows to be in itſelf wrong, is equally 
capable of throwing the whole blame 
of ſuch miſconduct on her, and after- 
wards upbraiding her for a behaviour he 
will, upon the fame principle, diſown 
his having been acceſſary to. Many ſi- 
milar inſtances have come within the 
compaſs of my own obſervation. In 


things of a leſs material nature, that are 


neither criminal in themſelves, nor per- 


nicious in their conſequences, always ac- 
quieſce, if inſiſted on, however diſagree- 


able they may be to your own tempet 


and inclination. Such a compliance will 


evidently 
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evidently prove that your refuſal in the 
other caſe proceeds not from a ſpirit of 
contradiction, but merely from a juſt 
regard to that ſuperior duty which can 
never be infringed with impunity. Paſ- 
ſion may reſent, but reaſon muſt approve 
this conduct; and therefore it is the 
moſt likely method, in time, to make a 
favourable impreſſion; but failing there, 
you will at leaſt enjoy that ſatisfactory 
ſelf-approbation, which is the inſepara- 
ble attendant of a truly religious and ra- 


tional deportment. 
SHouLD the painful taſks of 8 


with a moroſe tyrannical temper be aſ- 
ſigned you, there is little more to be re- 
commended than a patient ſubmiſſion 
to an evil which admits not of a remedy. 
IIl- nature is increaſed, obſtinacy con- 
firmed by oppoſition; the leſs ſuch a 
temper is contradicted, the more ſupport- 
able will it be to thoſe who are under 
its baneful influence. When all endea- 


vours to pleaſe are ineffectual, and a man 
ſeems 


fo her Danghters. 7 
ſeems determined to find fault wich eve- 
ry thing, as if his chief pleaſure conſiſt- 
ed in tormenting thoſe about him, it re- 
quires a more than common degree of pa- 
tience and reſolution, to forbear utter- 
ing thoſe reproaches which ſuch a beha- 
viour may be juſtly allowed to deſerve; 
yet is it abſolutely neceſſary, to the main- 
taining any tolerable degree of eaſe, not 
only to reſtrain all expreſſions of reſent- 
ment, but even thoſe diſdainful looks 
which are apt to accompany a contemp- 
tuous ſilence, both equally tending to 
increaſe the malady. This diabolical 
delight in giving pain, is moſt unwearied 
in the ſearch of matter for its gratifica- 
tion, and can either find, or unaccount- 
ably form it, in almoſt all the occurren- 
ces of life; but when ſuffered unob- 
ſtructed, unregarded, to run its malicious 
courſe, will quickly vent its blunted ar- 
rows, and die of diſappointment ; whilſt 
all endeavours to appeale, all complaints 


of unkindneſs, ſharpen againſt yourſelf 
Ws 1 
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the weapon's edge, and by proving your 
ſenſibility of the wound give the wiſh- 
ed ſatisfaction to him who inflicts it. 


Prudence here directs more than ordi- 


nary circumſpection; that every part of 
your behaviour may be as blameleſs as 
poſſible, even to the abſtaining from the 
leaſt appearance of evil; and after ha- 
ving, to the utmoſt of your power, ſtrove 
to merit approbation, expect not to 
meet with it. By this means you will 
eſcape the mortification of being diſap- 
pointed, which, often repeated, is apt 
to give a gloomy ſourneſs to the temper, 
incompatible with any degree of content- 
ment. You muſt allo learn to be ſatiſ- 
fied with the conſciouſneſs of afting right, 
according to your beſt ability, and look 
- with an unconcerned indifference on the 
reception every ſucceſsleſs attempt to 


pleaſe may meet with. 
Tuis, it muſt be owned, is a hard 


leſſon of philoſophy ; it requires no leſs | 


than an abſolute command over the paſ- 
ſions; 


3 
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ions: but let it be remembered, that 
ſuch a command will itſelf moſt amply 
recompenſe every difficulty, every pain 
the obtaining it may colt; beſides, it is, 
1 believe, the only way to preſerve any 
tranquillity of mind under ſo diſagreeable 
a connection. 
As the want of underſtanding | is by 
no art to be concealed, by no addreſs 
to be diſyuiſed, it might be ſuppoſed 
impoſſible for a woman of ſenſe to unite 
herſelf to a perſon whoſe defect in this 
kind muſt render that fort of rational 
ſociety, which conſtitutes the chief 
happineſs of ſuch an union, impoſlible. 
Vet here how often has the weakneſs 
of female judgment been canſpicuous ! 
The advantages of great ſuperiority in 
rank, or fortune; have frequently proved 
ſo irreſiſtible a temptation, as, in opi- 
nion, to outweigh. not only the folly, 
but even the vices of its poſſeſſor: A 
grand miſtake ! ever tacitly acknow- 
ledged by a ſubſequent repentance, 
G 2 when 
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when the expected pleaſures of afflu- 


ence, equipage, and all the glittering 
pomp of uſeleſs pageantry, are experi- 
mentally found infufficient to balance 
the deprivation of that conſtant ſatisfac- 
tion reſulting from the ſocial joy of 
converſing with a reaſonable friend. 


Weak as this motive muſt be acknow- . 


tedged, it 1s yet more excuſable than 
one, which, it may be feared, has 


ſometimes prevailed ; I mean, ſo great 


a love of ſway, as to give the preference 
to a perſon of weak intellectuals, in 


Hopes thereby of holding uncontrolled 


the reins of government. The expecta- 
tion is in fact ill grounded; obſtinacy 
and pride being generally the compa- 
nions of folly. The ſillieſt people are u- 
ſually the moſt tenacious of their opi- 
nions; and, conſequently, the hardeſt 
of all others to be managed. But 
admit the contrary ; this principle is 
in itſelf bad, tends to invert the order 


of 


» 
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of nature, and counteract the deſign of 

Providence. | 15 
A woman can never be ſeen in a 
more ridiculous light, than when ſhe 
appears to govern her huſband. If, un- 
fortunately, the ſuperiority of under- 
ſtanding 1s on her ſide, the apparent- 
conſciouſneſs of that ſuperiority betrays 
a weakneſs that renders her contempti- 
ble in the ſight of every conſiderate per- 
ſon, and may, very probably, fix in his 
mind a diſlike never to be eradicated. 
Left it ſhould ever be to you neceſſary, 
remember, that in this caſe: ſome de- 
gree of diſſimulation is commendable, fo 
far as to let the defect ſeem unobſerved. 
When he judges wrong, aever flatly 
contradict, but lead him inſenſibly into 
another opinion, in ſo diſcreet a man- 
ner, that it may ſeem entirely his own; 
and let the whole.credit of every pru- 
dent determination reſt on him, with-. 
out indulging the fooliſh vanity of 
claiming any merit to yourſelf, Thus a 
G 3 perſon 
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perſon of but an indifferent capacity, 
may be ſo aſſiſted as, in many inſtances, 


to ſhine with a borrowed luſtre, ſcarce 


diſtinguiſhable from the native, and by 
degrees be brought'into a kind of me- 
chanical method of acting properly, in 
all the common occurrences of life. 
Odd as this poſition. may ſeem, it is 
founded in fact; and I have ſeen the 
method ſucceſsfully practiſed by more 
than one perſon; where a weak mind, 
on the governing ſide, has been ſo pru- 
dently ſet off, as to appear the ſole di- 


rector; like the ſtatue of the Delphic 


god, which was thought to give forth 
its own oracles, whilſt the humble 
prieſt, who lent his voice, Was by, the 
Mrine concealed, nor. fought a higher 
glory than a ſuppoſed obedience to the 


power he would be thought to ſerve. 


From hence it may be inferred, that, 


by a perfect propriety of behaviour, 


eaſe and contentment is, at leaſt, at- 
tainable with a companion who has 
"ot 
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not the moſt exalted underftanding ; 
but then virtue and good nature are 
preſuppoſed, or there will be nothing 
to work upon; a: vittous, ill- natured 
fool, being ſo untractable and torment- 
ing an aſſociate, that there needs only 
to add jealouſy to the compoſition, to 
make the curſe complete. 
Tus paſſion, once ſuffered to get 
footing in the heart, is hardly ever to 
be extirpated: it is a conſtant ſource of 
torment to the breaſt that gives it re- 
ception, and an inexhauſtible fund of 
vexation to the object of it. With a per- 
ſon of this unfortunate diſpoſition, it is 
prudent to avoid the leaſt appearance of 
concealment : A whiſper in; a mixed 
company, a meſlage given in a low 
voice to a ſervant, has, by the Power 
of a diſturbed im gination, been mag- 
nified into a material injury; whatever 
has the air of ſecrecy, raiſes terror in. a 
mind naturally diſtruſtful. A perfect 
unreſerved openneſs, both in converſa- 
| tion 
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tion and behaviour, ſtarves the anxious 
expectation of diſcovery, and may very 
probably lead into an habitual confi- 
dence, the only antidote againſt the 
poiſon of ſuſpicion. It is eaſier to pre- 
vent, than to remove a received ill im- 
preſſion, and, conſequently, much wiſer 
to be ſometimes deficient in little points 
of civility, which, however indifferent 
in themſelves, may happen unaccount- 
ably to claſh with the eaſe of a perſon, 
- whoſe repoſe it is both your duty and in- 
tereſt to promote; — much more com- 
mendable contentedly to incur the cen- 
ſure of a trifling diſpoſition, by a cir- 
cumſtantial, unaſked relation of inſig- 
nificant incidents, than to give any 
room for apprehending the leaſt degree 
of reſerye. Such a conſtant method of 
proceeding, together with a reaſonable 
compliance, 1s .the moſt likely to cure 


this painful turn of mind; for by with- 
holding every ſupport that could give 
ſtrength to it, the want of matter to feed 
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on, may, probably in time, cauſe. its 
extinction: if, unhappily, it is ſo con- 
ſtitutional, ſo inter woven with the ſoul, 
as to become, in a manner, inſeparably 
united with it, nothing remains but a 
patient ſubmiſſion to the will of heaven, 
under the preſſure of an unalterable e- 
vil, — to guard carefully againſt the 
natural conſequence of repeated unde- 
ſerved ſuſpicions, viz. a growing in- 
difference, that too frequently termi- 
nates in averſion, — and by conſider- 
ing ſuch a ſituation as a trial of obedi- 
ence and reſignation, receive the com- 
fort that muſt ariſe from properly exer- 
ciſing one of the moſt exalted of the 
Chriſtian virtues. — | cannot diſmiſs 
this ſubject without adding a particular 

caution to yourſelf concerning it. 
Jealouſy is, on ſeveral accounts, till 
more inexcuſable in a woman ; there is 
not any thing that ſo much expoſes her 
to ridicule, or ſo much ſubjects her to 
the inſult of affrontive addreſſes : -it is 
an 
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an inlet to almoſt every poſſible evil, 
the fatal ſource of innumerable indif- 
cretions, the ſure deſtruction of her 
own peace, and frequently proves the 
bane of her huſband's affection. Give 
not a momentary harbour to its ſhadow- 
in your heart; fly from it as from the 


face of a fiend, that would lead your 


unwary ſteps into a gulf of unalterable 
miſery. When once embarked in the 
matrimonial voyage, the fewer faults 
you diſcover in your partner, the bet- 
ter; never ſearch after what 1t will give 
you no pleaſure to find; never deſire 
to hear what you will not like to be 
told; therefore avoid that tribe of im- 
pertinents, who, either from a malicious 
love of diſcord, or the meaner, though 
leſs criminal motive of ingratiating 
themſelves by. gratifying the blame- 
able curioſity of others, ſow diſſenſion 
where-ever they gain admittance, by 
telling unwelcome truths, or, more fre- 
quently, by inſinuating invented falſe- 
hoods, 


fo her Daughters. 83 


hoods, injure innocent people, diſturb 
domeſtic union, and deſtroy the peace 
of families. Treat theſe emiſſaries of 
Satan with the contempt they deſerve; 
hear not what they offer to communi- 
cate, but give them at once to under- 
ſtand, that you can never look on thoſe 
as your friends who ſpeak in a diſadyan- 
tageous manner of that perſon whom 
you would always chuſe to ſee in the 
moſt favourable light: if not effectual- 
ly ſilenced by ſuch rebukes, be inac- 
ceſſible to their viſits, and break off all 
acquaintance with ſuch incorrigible 
peſts of ſociety, who will be ever upon 
the watch to ſeize an unguarded oppor- 

tunity of diſturbing your repoſe. 
SHOULD the companion of your life 
be guilty of ſome ſecret indiſcretions, 
run not the hazard of being told by 
theſe malicious meddlers, what in fact 
it is better for you never to know; but 
if ſome unavoidable accident betrays an 
imprudent correſpondence, take it for 
a 
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a mark of eſteem, that he endeavours 
to conceal from you, what he knows 
you muſt, upon a principle of reaſon 
and religion, diſapprove ; and do not, 
by diſcovering your acquaintance with 
it, take off the reſtraint which your ſup- 
poſed ignorance lays him under, and 
thereby, perhaps, give a latitude to un- 
diſguiſed irregularities. Be aſſured, 
whatever accidental ſallies the gaiety of 
inconſiderate youth may lead him into, 
he can never be indifferent to you, 
whilſt he is careful to preſerve your 
peace, by concealing what he imagines 
might be an infringement of it: reſt 
ſatisfied, that time and reafon will moſt 
certainly get the better of all faults, 
which proceed nor from a bad heart, 
and that, by maintaining the firſt place 
in his eſteem, your happineſs will be 
built on too firm a foundation to be 
eaſily ſhaken. 
J have been thus particular on the 
choice of an huſband, and the material 
5 parts 
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parts of conduct in a married life, as 
thereon depends not only the temporal, 
but often the eternal felicity of thoſe who 
enter into that ſtate; a conſtant ſcene of 
diſagreement, ill- nature, and quarrels 
neceſſarily unfitting the mind for every 
religious and ſocial duty, by keeping it 
in a diſpoſition diametrically oppoſite to 
that Chriſtian piety, that practical bene- 
volence and rational compoſure which 
alone can prepare it for everlaſting hap- 
9 
InsTRUCTIONS on this head, conſi- 
| dering your tender age, may ſeem pre- 
mature, and ſhould have been deferred, 
till occaſion called for them, had our fi- 
tuation allowed me irequent opportuni- 
ties of communicating my ſentiments to 
you. But that not being the caſe, I have 
choſe in this. epiſtle, at once, to offer 
you my beſt advice in every circum- 
ſtance of great moment to your well-be- 
ing both here and hereafter, leſt, at a 
more proper ſeaſon, it might not hap- 
3 pen 
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pen to be in my power. This part you 
may defer the conſideration of, till the 

deſign of entering into a new ſcene of 
life may make it uſeful to you; which I 
hope will not be yet ſome years; an un- 


bappy marriage being generally the con- 


ſequence of a too early engagement, be- 
fore reaſon has gained ſufficient ſtrength 
to form a ſolid judgment, on which on- 
ly a proper choice can be determined. 
Great is the hazard of a miſtake, and ir- 
retrievable the effects of it! Many are 
the degrees between happineſs and mi- 
ſery. Abſolute miſery, I will venture 
to affirm, is to be avoided by a proper 


behaviour, even under all the compli- 
_ cated ills of human life: but to arrive 
at that proper behaviour, requires the 


higheſt degree of Chriſtian philoſophy ; 
and who would voluntarily put them- 
ſelves upon a ſtate of trial, ſo ſevere, 
that not one in a thouſand have been 
found able to come off victorious ? Be- 
twixt this and poſitive happineſs, there- 

are 
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are innumerable ſteps of comparative e- 
vil: each has its ſeparate conflict, vari- 


ouſly difficult, differently painful; under 


all which a patient ſubmiſſion, and a 
conſcious propriety of behaviour, is the 
only attainable good. Far ſhort of pof- 
fible temporal felicity, is the eaſe ariſing 
from hence! Reſt not content with the 


proſpect of ſuch eaſe, but fix on a more 


eligible point of view, by aiming at true 


- happineſs; and, take my word, that 


can never be found in a married {tate, 
without the three eſſential qualifications 
already mentioned, virtue, good-nature, 
and good ſenſe, in an huſband; Re- 
member, therefore, my dear gitl, this 

repeated caution, if you ever reſolve - 
on marriage,. never to give your hand 
to a man who wants either of them; 
whatever other advantages he may be 
poſſeſſed of; fo ſhall you not only eſcape 


all thoſe vexations, which thouſands cf 


unthinking mortals hourly repent the 
having brought upon themſelves, but 
| H 2 moſt 
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moſt aſſuredly, if it is not your own 
fault, enjoy that uninterrupted domeſtic 
harmony, in the affectionate ſociety of a 
virtuous companion, that conſtitutes the 
higheſt ſatisfaction of human life. Such 


an union, founded on reaſon and reli- 


gion, cemented by mutual eſteem and 


tenderneſs, is a kind of faint emblem 


(if the compariſon may be allowed) of 
the promiſed reward of virtue in a future 
ſtate; and, moſt certainly, an excel- 
lent preparative for it, by keeping the 
mind in a conſtant equanimity, a regu- 
lar compoſure, that naturally leads to 


the proper diſcharge of all the religious 


and ſocial duties of life; the unerring 
road to everlaſting peace, The firſt 
have been already ſpoken to; it remains 
only to mention ſome few of the lat- 
ter. 

AMoNnosT theſe ceconomy may, per- 
haps, be thought improperly placed ; 
yet, as many of the duties we owe to ſo- 
ciety are often rendered impracticable 


by 
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by the want of it, there is not ſo much 
impropriety in ranking it under this 
head, as may at firſt be imagined. For 
inſtance; a man, who lives at an ex- 
penſe beyond what his income will ſup- 
port, lays himſelf under a neceſſity of 
being unjuſt, by with-holding from his 
creditors what they have a right to de- 
mand from him, as their due, by all 
laws both human and divine; and 
thereby often entails ruin on an innocent 
family, who, but for the loſs ſuſtained 
by his extravagance, might have com- 


fortably ſubſiſted on the profits of their 


induſtry: he likewiſe puts it out of his 
own power to give that relief to the in- 
digent, which, by the laws of humanity, 
they have a right to expect; the goods 
of fortune being given, (as a great di- 
vine excellently obſerves), for the uſe 


and ſupport of others, as well as the per- 


fon on whom they are beſtowed. Theſe 
are ſurely great breaches of that duty we 
owe to our fellow-creatures, and are the 
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ſubſequent effects 3 by the want 


of ceconomy.. 
You will find it a very good method, 


ſo to regulate your ſtated expenſes, as 


to bring them always one fourth part 
within your certain annual income. By 


this means you will avoid being at any 


time diſtreſſed by unforeſeen accidents, 
and have it more eaſily in your power 
matertally to reheve thoſe who deſerve 
aſſiſtance. The giving trifling ſums 
indiſcriminately to ſuch as appear neceſ- 
fitous, is ſo far from being commenda- 


ble, that it is a real injury to ſociety; 


an encouragement to idleneſs, and helps 
to fill the ſtreets with lazy beggars, that 
live upon miſapplied bounty, to the pre- 


judice of the induſtrious poor, who are 


uſeful members of the commonwealth ; 


and on whom ſuch benefactions might 


be ſerviceably beſtowed. Be very ipa- 


ring in this kind of donations ; they are 


an inſignificant relief to the receivers, 
ſuppoſing them to be really in want, 
and, 
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and, frequently repeated, amount to a 
conſiderable ſum in the year's account. 
The proper objects of charity are, thoſe 
who by unavoidable misfortunes have 
fallen from affluent circumſtances into a 
ſtate of poverty and diſtreſs ; thoſe alſo, 
who, by unexpected diſappointments in 
trade, are on the point of being redu- 
ced to an impoſſibility of carrying on that 
buſineſs, on which their preſent ſubſiſt- 


ence and future proſpects in life depend, 


from the incapacity of raiſing an imme- 
diate ſum to ſurmount the difficulty; and 
thoſe, who by their utmoſt induſtry can 
hardly ſupport their families above the 
miſeries of want; or who by age or 1ll- 
neſs are rendered incapable of labour. 
Appropriate a certain part of your in- 
come to the relief of theſe real diſtreſſes. 

To the firſt, give as largely as your cir- 
cumſtances will allow. To the ſecond 


(after the example of an excellent prelate 
of our own church) lend, if it is in your 


power, a ſufficient ſum to prevent the 
threatened 
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threatened ruin, on condition of being 
repaid the loan, without intereſt, if pro- 
vidence enables them, by future ſucceſs, 
to do it with convenience. The ſame 
method may be uſed where indigence 
renders induſtry unavailable, by depri - 
ving it of the means to lay in a ſmall o- 


riginal ſtock to be improved upon. Ne- 


ver take a note of hand, or any acknow- 


ledgment of ſuch loan, leſt what you in- 
tended for a benefit, ſnould be after- 
wards made the inſtrument of ruin to 
the receiver, by a different diſpoſition 
in your ſucceſſor. Such aſſiſtance ought 


not to be given to any, without a 


thorough knowledge of their character, 


and having good albu t to believe them 
not only induſtrious, but ſtrictly honeſt; 


which will be a ſufficient obligation on 
them for the repayment: and the ſums 
ſo repaid, ought to be laid by, till an op- 
portunity again offers of making them, 
in like manner, ſerviceable to others. 
The latter fort who are able to work, 


may, 
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may, by a ſmall addition to the pro- 
fits of their own labour, be reſcued 
from miſery, and put into a comfort- 
able way of ſubſiſtence. Thoſe who 
by age or infirmity are rendered utterly 
incapable of ſupporting themſelves, 
have an undoubted right, not only to 
the neceſlaries, but even to ſome of the 
conveniencies of life, from all whom 
providence has placed in the more hap- 
py ſtate of affluence and independence. 

As your fortune and ſituation are yet 
undetermined, I have purpoſely laid 
down ſuch rules as may be adapted to e- 
very ſtation. A large fortune gives 
greater opportunity of doing good, and 
communicating happineſs in a more ex- 
tenſive degree, but a ſmall one is no 
_ excuſe for with-holding a proportionate 
relief to real and deſerving objects of 
compaſſion ; to aſſiſt them is an indiſ- 
penſable duty of Chriſtianity. The firſt 
and great commandment is, to love God 
with all your heart; the ſecond, to 
love 
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love your neighbour as yourſelf, Vo 


 feeth his brother in need, and fhutteth up 


his bowels of compaſſion, how dwelleth the 


love of God in him? — or how the love 


of his neighbour ? If deficient. in theſe 
primary duties, vain are the hopes of 
acceptance, built on a partial obedience 
to the leſſer branches of the law! Inabi- 
lity is often pleaded as an excule for the 
want of charity, by perſons who make 
no ſcruple of daily laviſhing on their 
pleaſures, what, better applied, might 
have made an indigent family happy 
through life. Theſe loſe ſight of real fe- 
hcity, by the miſtaken purſuit of its ſha- 
dow ; ſuch pleaſures die in the enjoy- 
ment, are often ſucceeded. by remorſe, 
and always by ſatiety : whereas the true 
Joy, the ſweet complacency, reſulting 
from benevolent actions, increaſes by 
refle&ion, and muſt be immortal as the 


ſou]. So exactly, ſo kindly, is our duty 


made to coincide with our preſent, as 
well as future intereſt, that incompara- 
bly 


; 
£ 


g 
£1 
1 


to. ber Daughters: 95 


bly more ſatisfaction will accrue to a 
conſiderate mind, from denying itſelf, 
even ſome of the agreeables of life; in 
order the more effectually to relieve the 
unfortunate, than a full indulgence of 
every temporal gratification could be- 
ſtow. 

HOW EVER ſmall your income may be, 
remember that a part of it is due to merit 
in diſtreſs. Set by an annual ſum for this 
purpoſe, even though it ſhould oblige 
you to abate ſome unneceſſary expenſe 
to raiſe the fund. By this method per- 
ſons of ſlender fortune have been en- 
abled to do much good, and give hap- 
pineſs to many. If your fund will not 
admit of frequent draughts upon it, be 
the more circumſpect with regard to the 
merit of thoſe you relieve, that bounties 
not in your power to repeat often, may - 
not be miſapplied. But if providence, 
by a more ample fortune, ſhould bleſs 
you with a larger ability of being ſer- 
viceable to your fellow-creatures, prove 

5 yourſelf 
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yourſelf worthy of the truſt repoſed in 
you, by making a proper uſe of it. Wide 
as your influence can extend, turn the 
cry of diſtreſs and danger into the ſong 
of joy and ſafety, feed the hungry, 
clothe the naked, comfort the afflicted, 
give medicine to the ſick, and with it, 
all the alleviation their unfortunate cir- 
cumſtances can admit of. Thus 
may you truly make a friend of the un- 
righteous mammon, thus turn the pe- 
riſhable goods of fortune into everlaſt- 
ing bleſſings. —— Upon earth you will 
partake that happineſs you impart to o- 
thers, and lay up for yourſelf reaſures 
in heaven, where neither moth nor ruſt can 
corrupt, nor thieves break through and ſteal. 

A PERSON who has once experienced 
the advantages of right action, will be 
led by the motive of preſent ſelf-inter- 
eſt, - as well as future expectation, to the 
continuance of it. There is no injunc- 
tion of Chriſtianity, that a ſincere Chri- 
ſtian will not by obedience find is ſo 

| calculated 
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calculated as to be directly, in forms | 
meaſure, its own reward. 

TR forgiveneſs of i injuries (to which 
alone is annexett the promiſe of pardon 
for our on offences, and required by 
the goſpel, not only ſo far as to forbear 
all kinds of retaliation, but alſo to render 
you equally diſpoſed to ſerve, with your 
utmoſt power, thoſe perſons who have 
wilfully injured you, as if no ſuch inju- 
ry had been received from them) has by 


ſome been accounted a hard precept; 
yer the difficulty of it ariſes merely 


from, and is proportionable to the 
badneſs of the heart by which it is ſo e- 
ſteemed. A good diſpoſition finds a ſu- 
perlative pleaſure in returning good for 
evil; and by an inexpreſſible ſatisfaction 
of mind, in ſo doing, feels the preſent 
reward of obedience: whereas a ſpirit 
of revenge is incompatible wirr happt 
neſs, an implacable temper being a con- 
ſtant torment to its poſſeſſor; and the 
man who returns an injury, feels more 
| I real 
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real miſery, from the rancour of his. own 
heart, than it is in his power to inflict 
—— rg | 
 SqHouLD a friend wound you in the 
airs by betraying a confi- 
dence repoſed; prudence forbids the ex- 
poſing yourſelf to a ſecond deception, 
by placing any future truſt in ſuch a 
perſon. But though here all obligations 
of intimacy ceaſe, thoſe of benevolence 
and humanity remain ſtill in full force, 
and are equally binding, as to every act. 
of ſervice and aſſiſtance, even to the ſuf- 


fering a leſſer evil yourſelf, in order to 


procure a much greater good, to the 
perſon by whom you have been thus ill 
uſed. This is in general allowed to be 
the duty of every individual to all, as 
a member of ſocicty; but is particular- 
ly inſtanced in the preſent caſe, to ſnew, 
that not even a breach of friendſhip, 
the. higheſt . of all provocations, will 
cancel the duty, at all times equally 
and unalterably EY; of promd- 

f ting | 
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ting both the temporal and eternal hap- 
pineſs of all your fellow creatures, 05 e- 
very method in your power. | 
Ir has been by many thought imper⸗ 
tinent at any time to offer unaſked ad- 
vice; the reaſon of which may be chief- 


ly owing to its being too frequently ten- 


dered with a ſupercilious air, that im- 


plies a conceited conſciouſneſs of ſupe- 


rior wiſdom : it is the manner, there 


fore, more than the ching itſelf that 


gives diſguſ. | 

Ir thoſe with whom you have any 4 
gree of intimacy, are guilty of what to 
you appears either wrong, or indiſcreet, 


ſpeak your opinion to them with free-, 


dom, though you ſhould even loſe a 

friend by ſo doing. Silence. makes you, 
in ſome meaſure, an acceſſary to the 
fault. But having thus once diſchar rged 
your duty, reſt there; they are to judge 


for themſelves. To repeat ſuch admoni- 


tions, is both uſeleſs and impertinent ; * 


and will be thought to proceed rather 
| 'Þ'2 from 
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— pride than good nature. To the 
perſons concerned only, are you to ſpeak 
your diſapprobation of their conduct; 
when cenſured by others, ſay all that 
truth or probability will permit in their 
Juſtification. . 
Ir often mm that, upon an ac- 
cidental quarrel between' friends, they 
ſeparately appeal to a third perſon : in 
ſuch caſe, alternately take the oppoſite 
fide; alledging every argument in fa- 
vour of the abſent party, and placing 
the miſtakes of the complainer in the 
ſtrongeſt light. This method may proba- 
bly at firſt diſpleaſe, but is always 
right, as the moſt likely to procure a 
reconciliation. If that takes place, each 
equally obliged, will thankfully ap- 
prove your conduct; if not, you will 
have the ſatisfaction of, at leaft, endea- 
vouring to be the reſtorer of peace. A 
contrary behaviour, which generally, 
proceeds from the mean deſire of plea- 
"Ng, by flattery, at the expenſe of 
truth, 
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truth, often widens a trifling breach, 
into open and irreconcilable enmity. 
People of this diſpoſition are the worſt 
fort of incendiaries; the greateſt plague 
of human ſociety, becauſe the moſt 


difficult to be guarded againſt, from 
their always wearing the ſpecious diſ- | 


guiſe of pretended approbation and 
friendſhip to the preſent, and equally 
deceitful reſentment againſt the abſent 
perſon or company. | 

To enumerate all the ſocial duties, 
would lead me too far; ſuffice it, there- 
fore, my dear, in few words to ſum up 
what remains. Let truth ever dwell 
upon your tongue; ſcorn to flatter any, 
and deſpiſe the perſon who would prac- 
tiſe ſo baſe an art upon yourſelf. Be 
honeſtly open in every part of your be- 
haviour and converſation. All with 
whom you have any intercourſe, even 
down to the meaneft ſtation, have a 
right to civility and good .humour 


from you. A ſuperiority of rapk or 


13 fortune 
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fortune is no licence for a proud ſuper- 
cilious behaviour. The diſadvantages 
of a dependent ſtate are alone ſufficient 
to labour under; it is both unjuſt and 
eruel to increaſe them, either by an 
naughty deportment, or by the unwar- 
rantable exerciſe of a capricious tem- 
per. | þ 
ExAMINE every part of your conduct 
towards others by the unerring rule, of 
ſuppoſing a change of places; this will 
certainly lead to an impartial judgment. 
Do then what appears to you right, or; 
in other words, what you would they 
ſnould do unto you; which compre- 
bends every duty relative to ſociety. 
Alx at perfection, or you will never 
reach to an attainable height of virtue. 
Be religious without hypocriſy, pious 
without enthuſiaſm. Endeavour to 
merit the favour of God, by a ſincere 
and uniform obedience to whatever you 
know or believe to be his will: and 


ſhould afflictive evils be permitted to 
| -.._ cloud 


Y, 


r 
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cloud the ſun-ſhine of your brighteſt: 


days, receive them with ſubmiſſion; 
ſatisfied that a being, cqually wiſe, 
omniſcient, and beneficent, at once 


ſces and intends the good of his whole 
creation; and that every general or 
particular diſpenſation of his providence: 


towards the rational part of it, is ſo cal-: 
_ culated as to be productive of ultimate 


happineſs, which nothing but the miſ- 
behaviour of individuals can prevent to 
themſelves; - This truth is ſurely an 


unanſwerable argument for abſolute re- 


ſignation to the will of God; and fuch 
a refignation, founded upon reaſon and 
choice, not enforced by neceſſity, is un- 
alterable peace of mind, fixed on too 
firm a baſis to be ſhaken by adverſity. 
Pain, poverty, ingratitude, calumny, 


and even the loſs of thoſe we hold moſt 


dear, may cach tranſiently affect, but 
united <annot mortally. wound it. Up- 


on this principie you will find it 
poſſible not only to be content, but 


chearful 
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chearful under all the diſagreeable cir- 
cumſtances this ſtate of ;probation is li- 


able to; and, by making a proper uſe 


of them, effectually remove the garb of 
terror from the laſt of all temporal e- 


vils, and learn, with grateful pleaſure, 


to meet approaching death, as the kind 
remover of every painful ſenſation, the 
friendly guide to perfect and everlaſting 


happineſs. 
BerLieve me this is not mere theo- 


ry; my own experience every moment 


proves the fact undeniably true; my 
conduct, in all thoſe relations Which 
{till with me ſubſiſt, nearly as human 
imperfection will allow, is governed by 
the rules here laid down for you; which 
produces the conſtant rational compo- 


ſure, that conſtitutes the moſt perfect 


felicity of human life; and with truth 
J can aver, that I daily feel incompa- 
rably more real ſatisfaction, more true 
contentment in my preſent retirement, 


than the gayeſt ſcenes of feſtive mirth 


Ver 


n 


* 


dictates of my own reaſon. 
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ever afforded me; am pleaſed with this 
life, without an anxious thought for 


the continuance of it, and happy in the 


hope of hereafter exchanging it for an 
infinitely better. My ſoul, unſtained 


by the crimes unjuſtly imputed to me, 


moſt ſincerely forgives. the malicious 
authors of thoſe imputations, antici- 
pates the future pleaſure of an open 
acquittal, and in that expectation loſes 
the pain of preſent undeſerved cenſure. 


By this is meant the inſtance that was 


made the ſuppoſed foundation for the 
laſt of innumerable injuries received 


through him from whom I am conſci- 


ous of having deſerved the kindeſt 
treatment. Other faults, no doubt, I 
might have many, to him had very 


few; nay, for ſeveral years, cannot, 


upon reflection, accuſe myſelf of any 
thing, but too abſolute, too unreſerved 


an obedience to every injunction, even 


where they were plainly contrary to the 
Ho 
wrong 
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wrong ſuch a compliance, was clearly 
evinced by many inſtances of it having 
been ſince moſt ungenerouſſy and moſt 
ungratefully urged as circumſtantial 
arguments againſt myſelf. 

It muſt indeed be owned, that for 
the two or three laſt years, tired with 
a long ſeries of repeated inſults. of a a 
nature almoſt beyond the power of ima- 
gination to conceive, my temper be- 
came ſoured; a conſtant fruitleſs en- 
deavour to oblige, was changed into an 
abſolute indifference about it; and ill 
humour, occaſioned by frequent diſap- 
pointments (a conſequence I have ex- 
perimentally warned you againſt) was, 
perhaps, ſometimes too much indul- 
ged. How far the unequalled provoca- 
tions may be allowed as an excuſe for 
this, heaven only muſt determine, 
whoſe goodneſs has thought fit to re- 
leaſe me from the painful ſituation, 
though by a method, at preſent, not 
the moſt eligible, as it is the cauſe of 

2 
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a ſeparation from my children alſo, and 
thereby has put it out of my power to 
attend, in the manner T could have 
wiſhed, to their education; a duty that 
inclination would have led me, with e- 
qual care and pleaſure, more amply to 


fulfil, had they continued under my 


juriſdiction.— But as providence 
has thought fit otherwiſe to determine, 
contented 1 ſubmit to every diſpenſa- 
tion, convinced that all things are order- 


ed for the beſt, and will, in the end, 


work together for good to them that 
fear God, and ſincerely endeavour to 
keep his commandments. If in theſe 
l err, I am certain it is owing to a miſ- 
take in the judgment, not a defect of 


the will. 


Thus have I endeavoured, my dear 
girl, in ſome meaſure, to compenſate, 


both to you and your ſiſters, the depri- 


vation of a conſtant maternal care, by 


adviſing you, according to my beſt abi- 


lity, in the moſt material parts of your 
; conduct 
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conduct through life, as particularly as 
the compaſs of a letter would allow. 
May theſe few inſtruſtions be as ſervice- 
able to you, as my wiſhes would make 


them! and may that almighty Being; 
to whom my daily prayers aſcend for 


your preſervation, grant you his hea- 
venly benediction, keep you from all 
moral evil, lead you into the paths of 
righteouſneſs and peace; and give us 
all an happy meeting in thoſe regions 
of unalterable felicity, prepared for ibo ſe 
who, by patient continuance in well-doing, 
ſeek after glory and immortality. 

SHOULD any of you, when at liberty 
to follow your own inclinations, chuſe 
to write to me, a direction to be left at 
Mr Clutterbuck's, attorney at law, at 
the Bath, will mn _ n a 
letter to my hand. | 

So many have been the inſtances of 
falſehood and deceit I have met with, 
where they were leaſt expected, that it 
ay — a —— againſt my 

name 


ne 
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name being hereafter made uſe of, with- 
out my knowledge; eſpecially as my 


_ promiſe of a future letter may lay a 


foundation for ſuch an attempt. That 
future letter muſt contain the relation 


of many events, which, for the ſake 


of the perſons concerned -in them, I 


.could wiſh (my heart being really void 
of all angry reſentment) there was no 
neceſſity of making public. If therefore 
TI can find a certain means of conveying 


the narrative to your brothers, ſiſters, 


and yourſelf only, when you are all arri- 


ved at a proper age to receive and un- 


derſtand it, that method will be pre- 
ferred; if not, I muſt again have recourſe 


to this channel. Should I, before that 
intended period, be removed from this 
ſtate of exiſtence ; ſo neceſſary does it 
appear to me to undeceive the minds 
of my children, and juſtify to them, 


who are fo nearly concerned, my inju- 


red character ; that the manuſcript 1s de- | 
poſited in the hands of a friend, on 
K whom 
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whom I can ſafely depend for the pu- 
blication, at the time prefixed; and 
who has alſo ſome original letters, toge- 
ther with an order from me, which 
will be ſatisfactory vouchers of its be- 
ing wrote by myſelf. This precaution 
will effectually ſecure you from the 
poſſibility of being impoſed upon, by 
any pretended poſthumous letter of 
mine; and, whilſt I live, I ſhall write my 
name to Whatever is by me addreſſed 
to any of you. 
Drrxxp upon it, therefore, my dear, 
moſt certainly, that J am not the au- 
thon of any epiſtle which bears not 
the manual ſign of | 


Your aftectionate mother, 
S. PENNINGTON, 


A 


ON, 


A L AD vs RELIG1O v. 
In two LETTERS to the Right 
Hon. my Lady HOWARD. 

By a eis erte 
br rettet rette 7 we 
| The PUBLISHER to the 


RE ADE R. 


HE letter of religion, which is here 
4 reprinted, having taken a courſe 


into the world, by being tranſlated into 


ſeveral modern languages, I found that 
a very particular critical obſervation up- 
on it was annexed to the French tranſla- 
tion. This letter of remarks was writ- 
ten, as is commonly believed, by a very 


learned and judicious foreigner, well 


known in England for his great {kill in 
critical learning. I have publiſhed a 


tranſlation thereof before this impreſſion 


2 2 omitting, 
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1. 


cmitting what he wrote concerning his 
friend's tranſlation of the letter into 
French; well hoping, that the impartial 
judgment of ſo able a critic may delight 
the reader, and recommend the book. 


The PREFACE to the FRENCH 


TRANSLATION. 


—— JF Do not know whether this 
1 ſmall treatiſe will meet in the 
world with more critics or admirers ; 
but whatſoever happens, as I have told 
you already, fo I tell you again, that 
in my judgment it is an excellent 
book. Should any one convince me of 
the con trary, I ſhall readily renounce 
the opinion I have of it. But as I am 
as yet perſuaded that this ſmall treatiſe 
contains nothing but what is every way 
conformable to reaſon, and the doctrine 
'» - which Jeſus Chriſt came to preach upon 
the earth; ſo I am ready to declare as 
8 much 
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much to any one who ſhall aſ my opi- 
nion herein. I am always uſed to do ſo 
in what relates to any important truth; 


being of opinion, that a man cannot be 


ſilent on ſuch an occaſion without betrag 
ing his conſcience. | | 

Is I am not miſtiken, the deſign of 

our author was to make appear, that the 
Chriſtian religion ought to be levelled - 
and accommodated to the reach of the 
meaneſt capacity; and that by conſe- 


quence it ought not to be confounded 


with thoſe ſubtile and abſtruſe queſtions 
with which divines make ſo great a noiſe, 
and upon which they have wrangled for 
ſo many ages. This, I ſay, is the de- 
ſign which the author of this work pro- 
poſed to himſelf; and in which (it ſeems 
to me) he has very happily ſucceeded 3 


in giving us a true and faithful deſcrip- 
tion of religion, ſuch as Jeſus Chriſt 


taught mankind; full of wiſdom, eaſy 
to be explained, and every way adapted 
to the capacity of the illiterate, of wo- 

K 3 men, 
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men, and of the meaneſt ſort of people, 
that is to ſay, of the greateſt part of man- 


kind. 


SuPpPosING then that religion is for 


the uſe of the vulgar and unlearned, 


which no one, I believe, will be ſo bold 
as to deny, I do not ſee what can reaſon- 
ably be objected againſt, the deiign of 
our author, or his manner of perform - 
ance. The deſcription he gives us of 
religion repreſents it to be of eaſy ex- 
amination, and extremely clear and 
plain. Now, is it not requiſite that it 


ſhould have theſe qualifications to be 


within the reach of the greateſt part of 
men? who being neceſſarily obliged, as 
our author obſerves, to provide for their 
own and families neceflities, to perform 
the common duties of life, cannot apply 
themſelves to the examination of a reli- 
gion that ſhould be hard to be under- 
ſtood, or requiring a long examination. 
SHALL we object, that our author has 
forgot ſeveral famous controverſies in 
divinity ? 
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divinity? But if theſe controverſies 
make any part of religion, we muſt 


then retract what we but now ſuppoſed, 


vix. that the Chriſtian religion ought to 


be for the uſe of the ſimple and illiterate, 


as well as for the learned. We muſt then 
ſay, that religion was then given to men 
only to exerciſe their wit, or to improve 


their talent in diſputing with one another; 


whereas if we may believe St Paul, God 
revealed it to us to teach us to put away 
our ul habits, and to live ſoberly, righ- 
teouſly, and godly in this preſent world. 

I szz plainly, that to judge of religion 
by the idea which the apoſtle gives us 
thereof in that place, it is admirably cal- 
culated for the uſe of all thoſe perſons 


who are incapable of a long application 


of mind, and who have neither penetra- 


tion nor leiſure enough to' give up them 
{elves to the ſtudy of curious and ſub- 


tile 1nquiries, not eaſily to be reſolved. 
Bur 1 cannot comprehend how the 


ſame judgment can be made of the con- 


troverſies 


* — 
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troverſies which have reigned among: di- 
vines for ſo long a time; they are ſo 
very abſtruſe, that even among thoſe 
who make it their ſtudy to explain 
them to others, there are but few who 


perfectly comprehend what they turn 


upon. Yet it is not ſufficient to know 
well the knotty part of the queſtion, un- 


leſs we can give the true ſolution of it., 


But can any thing be more difficult 
than poſitively and abſolutely to deter- 
mine a matter among ſo great a number 
of different opinions? No ſooner hath 
a divine paſſed his judgment upon one 
of theſe controverſies, but he is tie 
diately oppoſed by other divines, who 
give quite another determination: up- 
on which others ariſe, who make up a 


third party, followed by a fourth; which 


being contrary to all three, is again at- 
tacked by freſh combatants. Now, if re- 
ligion ſhould conſiſt of ſuch controverſies | 
as theſe, what will become of the poor 


iterate laity, who are notable to under- 


ſtand - 
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ſtand even the very words or terms made 
uſe of in theſe diſputes? Muſt poor 
country- people adhere to their curate's 
or miniſter's determination bn ana 
without comprehending it? 
Bur ſuppoſing that we could under- 
ſtand our divines determinations (of 
which experience ſhews us the contrary), 
is that ſufficient to give us a right to ap- 
prove of them? No certainly; for we 
muſt alſo underſtand the reaſons of their 
adverſaries : and then having compared 
the. ſtrength of their arguments with 
that of our divines, we are to embrace 
and adhere only to that opinion which 
ſhall appear moſt” agreeeble to reaſon. 
People may cavil as much as they pleaſe; 
but, after all, this is a matter, which, ac- 
_ cording to the laws of juſtice and equi- 
ty, cannot be diſpenſed with. You and 
I know very well ſuch and ſuch a mini- 
ſter, who preaches every day againft cer- 
tain heretics, hath never ſeen ſo much 
as the covers of their books, nor known 
their 


( 
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their titles ; pray ye tell me how can we 
in good conſcience determine ourſelves 
upon what ſuch divines ſhall lay to the 
charge of their pretended heretics ? 
Should we approve of a Mahometan who 
would believe all that a faquir, who had 
never read the goſpel, ſhould deliver in a 
moſque againſt the Chriſtian religion ? 
The caſe is exactly parallel. | 
You will perhaps reply, that a preach-" 
er of controverly does not only eſtabliſh 
his own opinion, but at the ſame time 
he confutes that of his adverſaries ; 
and though he has not read their 
books, yet he has ſeen paſſages taken 
from them in the books of ſome*learn- 
ed profeſſor of his own party. But, Sir, 
who will aſſure you, that this preach- 
er, or profcfior has given a true and im- 
partial account of the opinions which 
they refute! How will you know that 
they do not difguile. or ſuppreſs ſome of 
the beſt and ſtrongeſt of their adyerfaries 


arguments: ? We ſee daily, that a ſtory, in 
which. 


ä 


— 
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which nobody has any intereſt, is changed 
and falſified as it paſſes through differ- 
ent mouths. With how much greater 


reaſon ought we to fear and ſuſpect, that 


a man who undertakes to refute another 


in the preſence of a numerous aſſembly, 


wilh either willingly or otherwiſe, weak- 
en, as much as poſlible, his adverſary's 
reaſons, the more eaſily to deſtroy them, 
and thereby to ſecure to himſelf the ho- 
nour of a triumph? Therefore it would 


be an act of great temerity, to condemn 


thoſe whom the chiefs of any party are 
pleaſed to ſtyle heretics without reading 
them. | | | 
Besiprs, though our divines and 
preachers ſhould have given us a faith- 
ful account of their arguments, we can- 


not condemn them upon ſuch a report, 
without being guilty of the greateſt 


partiality ; for a judge that ſhould con- 
demn a man upon the bare report of 
his adverſary, without ever hearing 
what he could ſay in his own defence, 

| 18 
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is an unjuſt judge, though in reality his 
ſentence be according to juſtice. An 
heathen poet hath long ſince told us 
that, 


Qui ſtatuit aliquid parte inaudita altera, 
Aguum licet ſtatuerit, haud æquus fuerit. 


Ir the heathens have known, by the 


ſole light of nature, that nobody ought 
to be condemned, without having been 


heard, how can we diſpenſe with our- 
ſelves for not obſerving that rule which 
Jeſus Chriſt himſelf bath taught us in 
theſe expreſs terms, Judge not, that Je be 
not judged ? 

IT may poſſibly be replied * ſome 
good perſons, that precautions are by 
no means ſo neceſſary in the church as 
in the civil ſtate, becauſe divines have 


ſuch tender conſciences, as not to diſ- 


guiſe or weaken the ſtrength and ſenſe 
of their adverſaries reaſons. But, alas! 


they know little of the world who talk 


after this manner. We need but hear 


the 


— 


— 
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the divines themſelves in ile to be 
convinced, that it is not ſafe at all to de- 
pend upon their fidelity. | 

Fox without running back into the 


hiſtory of the firſt ages, when the biſhops, 


true court-weather-cocks, turned about 


with every little wind, to conform them- 


ſelves to the pleaſure of the prince; I 
ſay, without running back ſo far, do we 
not every day hear the divines complain - 
ing of their adverſaries unfaithfulneſs, 


reproaching one another for being made 
to ſpeak againſt their own mirids, for 
horrible opinions, for odious and deteft- 


able conſequences imputed to them, 
ſuch as they never once dreamed of? 


Nor are theſe repraaches to be found 
only among divines of different commu- 


nions; but even they of the fame party, 
whenever divided about the explication 


of ſome particular text or doctrine, do 


the ſame thing. One may ſee them in 
ſuch a caſe falling upon one another 


with greater rage and fury, than if they 


8 were 
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were writing againſt the profeſſed ene- 
mies of their ſociety. We hear of no- 
thing but falſe imputations, imperfect 
quotations, and malignant reflections. 
And if we believe the reciprocal com- 
Plaints of each party, we ſhall find rea- 
ſon to conclude, that 

One's in the right, and 

T'other is not wrong. 

Fu RTHERMORE, divines who meet to- 
gether to examine thoſe ſcandalous quar- 
rels of their brethren, and put an end to 
the diſpute by a definitive decree or ſen- 
tence; divines, I ſay, ſo aſſembled, 
wreſt and diſguiſe the ſentiments of one 
of the parties, and make them ſpeak 
another ſenſe than what was really theirs, 
The late difference between Monſieur 
Saurin and Monſieur Jurieu will here 
preſent itſelf to my memory whether I 
will or no. I leave it to you to make 
the application. One needs only to 
read the prefaces of theſe two famous 
antagoniſts, to be fully convinced, that 


he 
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| he would do himſelf an injury to place 
a blind and implicit dependence on the 


truth and fidelity of divines, whether 
apart or in conyocation, and this accor- 
ding to their own confeſſion. 

Tae concluſion from what has been 
ſaid, is this, that religion does not con- 


ſiſt in thoſe ſubtile and abſtruſe queſtions 


about which divines have been divided 
in their opinions for ſo many ages, ſince 


the common people do not underſtand 
them, and are in an abſolute incapacity 


ever to do ſo. For does not Jeſus Chriſt 
expreſsly declare, that he came to preach 
the goſpel to the poor? From whence 
it neceſſarily follows, that his doQrine 
ought to be proportionate to their capa- 


cities: and ſuch it is in effect, as any 
one may ſee. plainly, by reading over 


the goſpel ; as the author of this book. 
hath in few words clearly made out. 

Wi may conclude alſo from hence, 
that we ought to t:ke care, that we 
make not ourſelves a party with. divines, 
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by ſiding in their paſſionate conteſts, 
ſince it is not in our power perfectly to 
know the differences between them: 
there being no danger in a man's for- 
bearing to give his judgment upon thoſe 
matters, which he does not underſtand ; 
but we cannot lawfully condemn both 
the opinions of a man, and the man 
himſelf, (for in true divinity theſe two go 
all together), without juſt and cogent rea- 
ſons moving us ſo to do. This is viſibly 
expoling ourſelves to the ſame puniſh- 


ments which we judge to be due to 
them whom we condemn ſo raſhly ; 
that is, if we damn a man for holding 
fuch or ſuch opinions, which we our- 
ſelves, by our own ſtudy and diligence, 
could not be thoroughly acquainted 
with, have we not reaſon to fear leſt. 


we alſo ſhould incur the ſame damna- 
tion for paſſing ſo raſh and haſty a 1 
N judgment? The declaration which Jeſus 4 
Chriſt hath made us in this caſe cannot 


be more expreſs than it is: Judge not, 
Ee X (faith 
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(faith that divine preacher), that you 
be not judged ;. for with what judgment you 
judge, you ſhall be judged. And with 
what meaſure you mete, it ſhall be meted to 
you again, Matth. vii. 1. 2. 

To be able to pronounce wt. 
upon the diſputes of divines, one mult 
plunge himſelf over head in reading a 

.great many large volumes, full of bar- 
| barous and unintelligible terms, and 
alſo of intricate and endleſs queſtions. 
But our profeſſion does not allow us ſo 
to play away our time: let us not then 
concern ourſelves in judging of ſuch 
controverſies, but rather leave to the 
divines the ſorry comfort of diſputing 
eternally and: bitterly againſt thoſe who 
contradict them. I am in doubt whe- 
ther they will fave themſelves by thoſe 
1 means; but this I am fure of, that we 
{ fhould run the riſk of Tofi ing ourſelves, 
Z if we ſhould ſecond them in their paſſion- 
ate conteſts; not knowing why, or 

| for what cauſe we do ſo. It is ſufficient 
= for us to ſatisfy ourſelves with the know- 
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ledge of God's will, as it is clearly re- 


vealed to us in the goſpel. Let us en- 
deayour all we can to put it in practice: 
let us love one another, and do unto o- 
thers as we would they ſhould do unto 
us: let us live without envying, being 
contented with that ſtate of life which. 
God has been pleaſed to call us to; 
and let us labour in earneſt to correct in. 
ourſelves what we find amiſs, and to 
make continual improvements in virtue; 
and by this means, when this life is 
ended, to ſecure to ourſelves the poſſeſ- 
fion of an eternal happineſs. This is 
properly our buſineſs; and it is no 


ſmall work if we acquit ourſelves therein 
as we ought to do. 


Havixo thus freely given you my 
thoughts concerning divines and their 
diſputes, I perceive that ] have {poken 
in too general a manner. We muſt give 
every one his due. It 1s not true that all 
divines are equally infatuated with theo- 
logical controverſies, There are ſome 


who 
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who ſay with St James, that pure reli- 
gion, and undefiled before God, is to vifit. 


the fatberleſs and the widows, and to keep 
bimſelf unſpatted from the world. Such is 


the author of the Lady's Religion ; for 
he is a divine of the church of England. 


You know it no otherwiſe, than by the 


title, which oftentimes is deceitful : 


but I was informed ſo by a learned Eng- 


liſh gentleman, who writ to me from 


London, and aſſured me of it as of a 


known and unqueſtionable truth.. 


Give me leave to add one word more 


upon the occaſion of writing this book. 
You muſt know that the author being 


_ conſulted by the Lady Howard, upon the 
manner of preparing one's ſelf 'for the 
holy communion, took occaſion from 


thence to draw this excellent portrai- 


ture of the Chriſtian religion, to the end 
that he might ſhew what are the duties 
which its profeſſion obliges us to at all 
times, both before, at, and after our pre- 
paring for that holy ceremony. Do you 


not 


| 
| 
| 
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not admire this anſwer? For my part, I 
am of opinion, that our author could 
not have given a more excellent proof 
of his ſolid judgment, and the know- 
ledge he hath of the true nature and ge- 
nius of religion. The moſt part of men 
reduce religion to ſome particular acts 
of devotion, practiſed at certain ſet 
times; but they are groſsly miſtaken : 
Religion does not conſiſt in certain for- 
malities, depending on certain times and 
places, but in a conſtant habit of watch- 
1 ing over our conduct, of conquering 
1 our paſſions, and ſtudying inceſſantly to 
grow more and more virtuous. This is 
what your author has happily made 
| | good, and wherein he has given us ſuch 
excellent directions, which, if ſeriouſ. 
ly applied to and practifed, will be 
of great uſe and ſervice, in the reforma- 
tion of manners. This, in my judgment, 
is one of the beſt performances in his. 
treatiſe. | 
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Map AM, 

Ince God has been pleaſed to 
incline your heart to an early 
and ſerious inquiry after religion, 

ſo that you are ſincerely deſirous to 

know the will of God, in order to do it, 

I heartily wiſh you had laid your com- 


mands upon one more able to aſſiſt you, 
than I am; who, being bred up in an 


age of ſpeculation and controverſy, have 
addicted myſelf to the ſtudy of divinity 
more perhaps than to the practice of re- 
ligion ; and have been (I pray God for- 


give me) more deſirous to furniſh my 


head with notions, than my heart with 
good inclinations. I thought myſelf, 
by. my profeſſion, chiefly engaged in a 


ſtudy how to defend the church by law 


eſtabliſhed againſt all diſſenters, rather 
than to promote the common cauſe of 
ſcrious 
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terious piety ; and whilſt, by the ſtrange 
unaccountable genius of this age, I 
have been led aſide to mix the ſtudy of 
politics with that of religion, I have 
been buſily aſlifling the office of a mini- 


ſter of ſtate, rather than doing the good 


work of a miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt. 
Now although it has pleaſed God to 


make me in ſome meaſure ſenſible of 


thoſe by-paths, in which I have ſome- 
times walked, to the hinderance of that 
duty unto which I ought entirely to have 
devoted myſelf; yet I am apt to fear leſt 


thoſe prejudices and undue prepoſſeſſions 


of mind may {till remain within me, by 
which I ſhall be prevented from giving 
your Ladyſhip ſuch an idea of religion, 
as is ſhort, plain, and pure, free from 
fuperſtitious appendages, and ped 
from every by-intereſt. 

Bur without doubt ſurh as this is the 
true ſpirit of the Chriſtian religion, every 
line whereof directly tends to make us 
eaſy within ourſelves, kind and comfort- 

able 


- - | wy _ pe” Woke "ur EPA r * 8 n . - i K 
8 ” , . . 4 BN ao R 3 ets = 1 ww 
a a * N N A 1 e e OS TD þ 2 n at SHARES . . * ere | 
Y PIR 2 ma N 3 e . ee . e r 1 r ANDES SALES? K N 17 99 4 2 

F WELD (IR Ac? 8 > * "phe ER <6 : ot F e 8 8 r 8 4 . 

e th ops Se REL Tc . : 3332 IFC LS nu n 8 3 E 
— 3 4 IEF 8 8 by * r 1 8 . 2 J £ I 5 K 

| . > : 838 , r, 

* N 4 N a " N Fey en q 6 Yo I —_— , . 5 a ny 5 


. 3 
- 4 * * 


Let. I. A Ladys Religion. 131 


OO ERS CURSE. ay2c-— Fe oe». 


3 


able to one another here, and happy 
F with God hereafter. | 
1 Ta our holy religion is a wiſe inſti- ; | 
tution, will be evident to any one who 
conſiders that God is its author, whoſe 
wiſdom appears in all his works. Thus 
the frame of viſible nature being agree- 
ably ſet together, and having each part 
of it ſuited to uſeful and proper ends, 
demonſtrates itſelf to be the work of 
of divine wiſdom : in, like manner the 
45 whole plan of pure religion, having alſo 
2 its parts ſuitable to each other, and e- 
very one of them agreeably ſet to the 
* fame good and great deſign of the 
* whole, does thereby prove itſelf to be 
the contrivance of an all- wiſe God. 
AnD hereby the wiſdom of the Chri- 
ſtian religion will particularly appear, 
| becauſe every part of it tends to pro- 
LH mote the univerſal good of mankind; for 
which reaſon the divine founder thereof 
was named Jeſus, that is, Saviour, be- 
cauſe his only deſſ 'gn was to ſave us 
from 
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from the prevailing Power of ſin, and 
from thoſe miſeries in which that evil 5 


power would involve us. 

Tnus temperance promotes our 
health, juſtice in our dealings prevents 
us from ſuſtaining the revenges of the 
injured, and gains us truſt among men, 
with all the benefits which ariſe from 


thence. Charity, by promoting the 
common good of others, draws back 


their love and affection to ourſelves; 
while patience preſerves quiet within our 
own breaſts, and ſelf-denial, by reſtrain- 
ing our extravagant appetites, eſta- 
bliſhes the juſt power of reaſon over us; 
thereby fitting us for all conditions of 
life ; .and thus the law of Chriſt anſwers 
to the character of wiſdom, by its agree- 
ableneſs to the beſt deſign of God in the 
chiefeſt good of man : and upon this ac- 
count Solomon charactered the idea of 


religion under the name of wiſdom. 


' BxsiDEr theſe moral duties, there are 


ſeveral threats of God's judgments, and 


Pro miſes 


\P 


— 


Let. I. A Lady's Religion. 133 


promiſes of his favour contained in 


Chriſt's inſtitution; the former were 


wiſely deſigned to reſtrain us from im- 


moralities, which are our greateſt follies; 
and the latter, to engage us in the prac- 


tice of virtue, which is our greateſt wiſ- 


dom: the threatenings prepare the way 
for the promiſes, and qualify us to re- 


ceive them; inaſmuch as they ſhake off 
our affections from ill objects, in order 


for the promiſes to fix them upon good 
ones, We muſt needs ceaſe to do evil, 
before we can learn to do well. 

Now, although a due conſideration of 
the divine nature will carry us on to the 
belief of a future ſtate, in which he who 


is in perfection the beſt of all beings, 


will diſtinguiſh the good from the bad 


by ample rewards and juſt puniſhments ; 
yet, becauſe every one's capacity may not 


be ſufficient to make this wile reflection, 


therefore Jeſus Chriſt was pleaſed (as the 


goſpel phraſes it) to bring life and im- 


mortality to light; . e. to give the 
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world full aſſurance of a future ſtate, in 


which the juſt God will diſtinguiſh men 
hereafter, in ſuch a manner as they ſhall 


_diftinguiſh themſelves here: and it is the 
wiſdom of every one to preſerve this be- 
lief in his heart, and bear it always a- 


bout him, becauſe it is the moſt. awful 
monitor againſt our committing folly, 
and yields the ſtrongeſt encouragement 
ue. "bs 

From what has been ſaid, your Lady- 
ſhip ſees firſt what is meant by ſaving 
a ſoul, viz. to deliver it from vitious 
habits, and fearful puniſhments, the fa- 
tal conſequents of ſuch habits ; and by 
eſtabliſhing virtue therein, to recom- 
mend it to the fayour of God: and ſe- 
condly, that the goſpel of Chriſt was 


deſigned to this very end; and its ten- 


dency hereunto 1s its wiſdom. And, 
thirdly, from hence you alſo perceive 


in what reſpect faith in Jeſus Chriſt is 


ſaid to ſave us, viz. becauſe this faith 


js our receiving the Chriſtian morals for 


the 
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the rule of our lives, and the threats 
and promiſes contained in the goſpel, 
for the outward motives of our practice 
according to that rule. 

Anp from theſe three conſiderations, 
ſummed up together, you may examine 
all the various pretences which differing; 
churches and communions make to the 
purity of Chriſtian faith, ſo as to form 
a right judgment of them; for that 
communion which manifeſts itſelf to 


have no other deſign, than to aſſiſt its- 
members in ſaving their ſouls from the 
power of ſin, by the morals and motives 


aforementioned, is certainly the pureſt 
church; and that faith which has no o- 
ther tendency, is the pureſt faith. So that 
if you form yourſelf upon this priciple, 
you may pals by all nice ſpeculations, 
or profound myſteries, which have no 
dire@ tendency to improve your morals, . 


without any hazard of ſalvation. 


SECONDLY, As the Chriſtian inſtitu- 


tion is wiſely . ſo it is plain; or, 
N 2 NE 
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in other words, we may fay, that as the 
wiſdom of the Chriſtian religion appears, 
firſt, by its being practical, fo it appears, 
ſecondly, by being plain. The obſcure 
anſwers which were given out from the 
old Heathen oracles, are now known to 
have proceeded from the indirectneſs of 
a deſigning prieſthood ; who, to main- 
tain their pretence of foretelling what 
fall come to paſs, ſent back all thoſe 
who came to inquire after future e- 
vents, with doubtful and uncertain an- 
ſwers. And it has been the obſervation 
of wife men, that when any one affects 
to be dark and myſterious in his con- 
verfation, either he has ſome indirect 
deſign in fo doing, or elſe whilſt he 


makes an oſtentation of wiſdom, he does 


in reality but diſcover his folly. 
Now, the wiſdom of God cannot be 
conceived to aim at any other deſign in 
communicating itſelf to us, than the in- 
formation of our minds in the nature of 
good and evil, and this in order to di- 
e rect 


ON 
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rect our choice: and all inſtruction muſt 


of neceſſity be plain; ſince it is by 
things eaſy and familiar, ſuch as at firſt. 
fight we may apprehend, whereby we 
can be led on to the knowledge of mat- 
ters more remote and difficult: but ob- 
ſcure and unintelligible doctrines can 
have no effect upon us beſide unpro- 
fitable amuſement; and whatſoever 


is by the wiſdom of God laid out of 


our reach, can be no part of our con- 


„Cern, 


FARTHER, to what end did he give us 
intellectual faculties? Surely not to a- 


muſe, but to improve us, by enabling us 


thoroughly to underſtand each part of 
our holy religion, which directly tends 
to that end, vir our moral improve- 


ment: as you will ſoon perceive, if 


you reduce the Chriſtian inſtitution to its 
general heads; which are theſe. 
FirsT, A narration of matters of fact. 
SeconDLY, A declaration of moral 


laws. | 
M 3 Trizpiy, 
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TRHIRDLY, A revelation of ſuch mo- 
tives which. are proper to inforce this law. 
upon our minds. And, 

FOURTHLY, . Serious exhortations to 
refreſh our memories with our duty; 
and earneſtly to e it to our 

= practice. —— 
1 "t FIRST, Your Ladyſhip- i. that the 
1 matters of fact contained in the four go- 
ſpels, and the acts of the apoſtles, (vi. 
the travels and tranſactions of Chriſt 
1 and his diſciples), are ſo plainly related, 
q mat you underſtand the relation as eaſi- 
ll | ly as you read it. And, ſecondly, alt. 

| : laws muſt be plain, becauſe they are di- 
rections. Now, obſcure directions are 
i but deluſions, And laws which are | 

lf dubious and difficult to be underſtood, 

| are traps and ſnares. And, thirdly, it is 
as neceſſary that motives ſhould be ve- 
1 IF intelligible, becauſe their deſign is 
Wi to work. ſtrongly. upon our wills, by 
EE - convincing our underſtandings, Add 
Fi „ Aa 
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to this, fourthly, that myſtical and un- 
intelligible exhortations are ridiculous, 
upon which account St Paul forbade reli- 


gious exerciſes to be performed in an 


unknown tongue. 


Now, as the four goſpels and acts of 
the apoſtles contain matters of fact, 


laws, and motives; ſo the epiſtles con- 
tain exhortations to ſeriouſneſs and pie- 


ty, ariſing from the laws, facts, and 
motives before mentioned: and I take 
theſe books to be ſufſiciently comprehen- 
five of the inſtitutions and ordinances. 
of Jeſus Chriſt; which ought indeed to 
be eaſily intelligible, becauſe they con- 
cern the poor, weak, and unlettered 


people as much as the learned. 


Nor can I ſee. that the doctrine of 


Chriſt was by him, or his apoſtles, de- 


livered firſt of all into the hands of the 


learned, to be by them conveyed into 
the minds of the ignorant; but, on the 


contrary, it is manifeſt, that our Saviour 
directed both his diſcourſes and actions 
immediately 
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immediately to the common people, as 


well as to the ſcribe; and in like manner 


did his diſciples addreſs their preachings 
and writings. 


FROM all this bet concerning : 
the clearneſs of Chriſt's inſtitution, you 


may ſpare yourſelf the needleſs trouble 
of reading abſtruſe and myſterious points 
of divinity. Nor need you ſuffer your- 
ſelf to be amuſed with the pretended 
deep ſpeculations of profound men, 


when you have the plain directions of a 


wiſe and a good God before you, in fol- 
lowing wheree you ſhall meet with r 


reward. 
TarirDLyY, The Chriſtian inſtitution 


is ſhort. True and genuine religion has 


always been ſummed up, and gathered 
together, into a narrow compals, by 
thoſe who beſt underſtood it. Thus Mi- 


cah (vi. 8.) ſpeaking of God, ſaith, He 


bath ſhewn thee, O man, what is good; 


and what doth the Lord thy God require of 


thee, but to do juſtice, to love mercy, 
and 


"4 3 
3 
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and to walk humbly with thy God? And 
our Saviour ſums up the whole law in 
our love to God, and our neighbour ; 
and, in another place, includes the 
whole ſcope of the law and the prophets, 
in this one rule, Whatſoever ye would - 
that men ſhould do unto you, even ſo 
do ye unto them; hereby directing us 
to make a right uſe of that reaſon which 
God eſtabliſhed as his oracle in our 
breaſts; to which we may at all times 
reſort, and from whence we may be re- 
ſolved in ſuch caſes as concern our du- 
ty to one another.. | 
For as by conſulting your own rea- 
ſon, you know wherein you are juſtly 
dealt with, and wherein you receive 
wrong; when you are kindly uſed, and 


when otherwiſe, ſo from the ſame prin- 


ciple of reaſon you cannot but know 


when you deal juſtly or wrongfully, and 


when you do kind or ill offices to ano- 
ther. This one ſhort comprehenſive rule, 


taking for its nnn. the equality of 


mankind, 


— 


— —˙Ü 1 or PTE 
— ä — — 


re av 


* n 
« == — * _ * nnn. 
nn 8 . 
— — BY * . Os . 21 I 


re 
. 


. 
— 


— — Get Tracts + Ws 
— 4 : * » ik OW 


” 
7 
1 
. 
Fi 
1 
1 
14 
11 7 
181 1 
. 
1 
148 1 
18 
9 1 
| + } 
1 q 
e 
* ; 
IN 4 
3.14. 
* 9k 
18 J 
13 
10 
1 


1 


2 ” 
SE: 


41 3 x 


———— —4 — PIER 
- 122 ** — 2 . 
— — Wee 2 

: WIA ng, Fes 
4 999844 46,4 

— 5 — Aw " = 


fcience, would moſt willingly preſerve it 


142 Ladys Religion. Let. I. 


mankind, in reſpect of their common 
nature, renders religion itſelf a matter 


ſenſible unto us. 1 

For I can feel the wound of a ſharp *% | 
ſlanderous tongue as ſenſibly as that of a 
fword ; I can feel the wronps done to 1 
mylelf and family; and am as much ſen- 
ſible of the benefits I enjoy from the juſt 
and kind dealings of thoſe with whom 
I am concerned; and hereby 1 am in 
the ſhorteſt and plaincſt way admoniſh- 
ed of my behaviour to others: and if 
this one ſhort rule were reduced to prac- 
tice, the ſtate of paradiſe would be re- 
ſtored, and we ſhould enjoy a heaven 
upon earth. 

Fox hereby, firſt, al ane for 
eonſcience- ſake, which have occaſioned 
ſuch violent diſorders, and vaſt effuſion. 
of blood, would be at an end, be- 
cauſe every one who has any con- 


free from the jmpoſitions of men in the- 
worſhip of God. To compel men by 
| fire: 
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fire and faggot to partake even of a 
delicious entertainment, is a ſavage fort 
of hoſpitality 
SECONDLY, All factions in any ſtate 
would be at an end, if every member 
thereof were contented, that every one 
of his fellow- members, who was not an 


enemy to the government, might, ha- 


ving equal pretence of merit, enjoy e- 


| qual privileges with himſelf. 


THrirDLy, The occaſions of war and 
law-ſuits would be taken away ; ſince 
nothing but manifeſt wrong can be the 
juſt cauſe of either. 

Axp, fourthly, there would be no 
private quarrels and uneaſineſs among 
neighbours ; ſince, by this rule of doing 


as we would be done unto, all raſh cen- 


ſures, ſharp reflections, and ungrounded 


ſuſpicions and jealouſies, which are the 


ſeeds of private animoſities, are taken a- 
way. And hereby we may expect a 
plentiful ſtore of God's bleſſings among 
us, who will meaſure out his kindneſs 

to 
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to us in the ſame manner as we meaſure 
out ours to one another, 

Taz reaſon why religion ſhould be 
both a ſhort and plain inſtitution, will 
appear if you conſider the common cir- 
cumſtances and conditions of men in this 
world. For though your Ladyſhip and 
many more have leiſure enough to read 


and digeſt whole volumes of uſeful 


knowledge (if there are any ſuch); yet the 
greateſt part of mankind being neceſſa- 
rily employed in making daily proviſions 
for themſelves and families, and dif- 
charging the common oflices of life, 
cannot attend to any religious inſtitution 
which 1s either difficult or tedious. 


IT is certain, that the whole life of 


man is not ſufficient for him to read all 
the controverſies which have been writ- 
ten upon pretence of religion; but it is 
as certain, that God never lays on us a 
greater taſk than what he affords us 


both abilities and opportunites to per- 


form : wherefore we may conclude, 
that 
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that ſince the duties of religion are laid 
in common upon all, the poor day-la- 
bourer muſt have ability and opportu- 
nity ſufficient to inſtruct himſelf therein, 
without hindering the conſtant work of 
his calling. And in all this the wiſdom 
and goodneſs of God are made known, 
by adapting our duties to our circum- 
ſtances of life. 

Fou hence you may fave yourſelf 


the trouble of reading the long and te 
dious diſputes, which with ſuch intem- 


perate zeal are always in agitation a- 
mong the ſeveral parties of Chriſtians. 
Indeed the true Chriſtian inſtitution be- 


ing ſhort, it cannot admit of being ſpun 


out into long controverſies : and though 
I have read many books of controverſial 
divinity, I do not remember that I have 
met with any one controverſy about the 
matter of mere religion; as whether I 


| ſhould maintain in my heart a high reve- 
rence and veneration for almighty God? 


whether I ought to walk before him in 
N ſincerity 


| 
| 


ö 
5 
' 
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ſincerity and uprightneſs? whether or no 
I ſhould be thankful to him for all the be- 
nefits which I have received from him ? 
whether I ſhall ſubmit to his will with 
patience, and endeavour to govern my 
paſſions, to bring them to a due mode- 
ration and temper, by making them 
ſubject to the law of reaſon ? whether 
I ſhould be true to my promiſe, juſt in 
my dealings, charitable to the poor, and 
ſincere in my devotions? whether J 
ſhould be temperate and ſober, modeſt 
and chaſte, and demean myſelf in an 
humble, civil, and agreeable manner to- 
wards thoſe with whom I converſe ? 
whether I ſhould be heartily ſorry when 
I come ſhort of my duty, and ſhould be 
watchful in the denial of my irregular 
appetites, paſſions, and evil inclinations 
for the future ? In ſhort, it has not (that 
I know of) been diſputed whether ju- 


ſtice, benignity, meekneſs, charity, mo- 


deration, patience, and ſobriety, ſhould 
be received into our affections ? or whe- 


ther 
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ther we ſhould love God and our neigh- 
bour? Orthodoxy of faith is made the 
pretence of controverſy, but the one 
thing neceſſary is orthodoxy of prac- 
tice. ä Es 

I know your Ladyſhip will not be plea- 
ſed with a diſcourſe upon the ſubje& of 


religion, unleſs devotion have its due 


place in it; nor ought it indeed to be 
left out, becauſe thankfulneſs is a neceſ- 
ſary part of religion, and prayer is the 
preſervative of the whole. A frequent 


repetition of our thanks for all the bene 


fits we enjoy, preſerves in our minds 
the conſideration of God, as the great - 


eſt and beſt of beings; and thereby 


nouriſnes veneration and gratitude. In 
like manner, prayer for pardon: of ſin, 
and preſervation of our perſons, is a con- 


ſtant recognition of the merey and boun- 


ty of God. But prayer againſt the pgwer 
of ſin, is the actual withdrawing of our 
inclinations from evil; and prayer for 
any grace is an actual application of our 
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minds, 
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minds, to attain the particular virtue 
for which we pray. 


Now, although I would not adviſe you | 
againſt ſet Shes and forms of devotion,, 


either private or public; yet I would ra- 
ther recommend. a fort of habitual and 


occaſional devotion, as very proper to. 
Pre eſerve the ſtrongeſt impreſſions of reli- 


gion upon your mind. 
Ir may be obſerved, that many who 


are very punctual in keeping to their 
exact times and forms of devotion, have 
fallen ſhort of any viſible improvement 
in virtue. The ſame pride, frowardneſs, 
falſe hood, covetouſneſs, and bitterneſs. 
of ſpirit, have appeared in many who- 
have been conftant frequenters of the 
public as well as cloſet forms of prayer; 
as if God had not been in all their 
thoughts. The reaſon whereof ſeems to 

2, becauſe their formal petitions ſuper- 
ſede their habitual endeavours. Men 
are apt to think, that ſince they ſpend in. 


every day ſuch a portion of time in pray- 
ns: | | 
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er, they have done all their part: and ſo 
they leave God almighty to take care of 
the event. And this is indeed all we can 


do when we make our petitions to our 
benefactors upon earth, viz, offer up 


our requeſts to them, either by word or 
writing, and then only expect their an- 


\ 


Bur it is otherwiſe with relation to 
God. Our petitions to him muſt not 


take off from our conſtant endeavours to 


perform that work for which we pray 

his enablement. And this occaſional 
devotion, which I would recommend, 
is in its own nature a conſtant endea- 


_ vour after virtue, as well as a ſe- 


rious petition for it. For it ariſeth 
from a frequent obſervation of ourſelves 
in our particular occurring circum- 
ſtances ; from which -obſervation ſuit- 
able deſires will almoſt neceſſarily flow. - 
As if at any time I find that I have 
done an ill thing, immediately upon 
the dilcovery, I beg God's pardon, 
N--3. and 
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and reſolve to make recompenſe for the 
Or it I have deſigned 
any evil in my heart, and preſently beg 
pardon of him who knoweth the ſecrets. 
thereof; in ſo doing I have given check 
to its progreſs. 
have ſpoken ſlanderouſly, raſhly, or inju- 
riouſly concerning any one; and upon 


Ill I have done. 


recollection thereof I aſk forgiveneſs of 


God, and deſire that I may not do the 


like for the future; but, on the contrary, = 


that I may govern my tongue better; in 
all this I am labouring to withdraw my 


ſoul from evil, and to form myſelf upon 


a principle of virtue. 

EveRy night and morning are proper 
times of leiſure to call to mind the pre- 
ſervation, ſupport, and advantages we 
have received the day or night prece- 
ding. And this recollection being accom- 
panied with thankfulneſs to our great 
preſerver, is the actual continuance and 
carrying on of our gratitude to God. If 
I perceive pride or paſſion to ariſe in my 

heart, 


In like manner, if I 


9 


Hz 1 . 
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heart, fo that I am apt to put a great 
value upon every thing I do, and deſpiſe 
others: or if I find myſelf eagerly con- 
cerned for any little worldly advantage, 


or any ſmall punctilio of honour z and 


hereupon I beg of God-for an humble 
ſpirit, and a heavenly mind; I am here- 


in endeayouring to expel the Poiſon of. 
ſin by its proper antidote. | 15 
Wx cannot but feel the diſorders af 


our minds, as much 2s the diſeaſes of 


our bodies. And the cauſes of a diſor- 
dered mind are much more eaſily diſcern- 


ed, than the cauſes of a bodily diſtemper.. 


For either my mind is troubled for want 
or loſſes, or it may be for the proſperity 
of others, or want of a revenge, or be- 
cauſe I cannot have my will in what I 
deſigned. Upon theſe or ſuch like oc- 
caſions, the proper cure is devotional, 
in begging God's pardon for my diſcon- 
tent; and being deſirous that my will 
ſhould be ſubmitted to his, who has 
taught me that I ſhould. not return evil 

: for 
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for evil, but that I ſhould love my neigh 
bour as myfelf. This fort of ſoliloquy, 
and occaſional mental addreſs to God, 
is a ſure way to compoſe the diſorders 

of our thoughts. For the growing. 
power of any ſin, is moſt certainly ſup- 
preſſed by introducing the oppoſite vir- 
tue into our deſires. 

Tux ſame method may be uſed as to 
ſins of omiſſion. A ſerious perſon will 
obſerve neglects of common duties, 
which reſpect either God or man. He 

Wih!: : cannot but take notice how much he has 
1 4 neglected his buſineſs, or his health; 
1 how little he has conſidered God as his 
owner, governor, and benefator; and 
how ſmall a portion of what God has 
bleſſed him with, he has laid out upon 
the good of his fellow- ereatures. And 
if hereupon a man is ſeriouſly deſirous 
to become more dutiful- to God, more 
uſeful to himſelf, and beneficial to o- 
thers, he is therein actually bending 

his mind to ſupply his former omiſſions. 
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Tuis caſual devotion ariſing from 
the obſervation of ourſelves, under the 


common circumſtances of life (al- 


though it can have no ſet times and: 
forms preſcribed: to it), will be very ef- 


fectual to produce, preſerve, and in- 


creaſe a true ſenſe of religion within us. 
And if you are pleaſed to apply your 


. thoughts hereunto, as occaſion ſhall di- 


rect you, this devotion will ſoon become 
habitual, cuſtomary, and caly. And its 
returns, which will be frequent and ſhort, 
will be a continual reſtraint from evil- 
doing, and an actual exerciſe of virtue; 

Tris exercue which I have been pre- 
ſcribing, is commonly reſerved to be. 
performed all at once, in an actual pre- 
paration before receiving the ſacrament 
of the Lok p's SPPER; which is uſual- 
ly performed. by help of an artificial ca- 
talogue of ſins methodically collected 
out of the ten commandments; accor- 
ding to which catalogue, ſet forms of 


confeſſions are drawn up, which the 


prepar ant. 
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preparant is to take upon content; and, 
without any ſort of judgment or diſ- 
cretion of His own, he confeſſes himſelf 
guilty of all the fins therein mentioned 
together, with all their aggravations, 


though, it may be, many of them were 


of ſuch a hainous nature, as never enter- 
ed into his heart to commit. And if 
theſe catalogues and confeſſional forms 
are read over once a-quarter of a year, 
or, it may be, once a-month againſt the 
uſual ſacrament-day, the work of pre- 
paration is thought to be well paſſed o- 
ver. | 

Yer I cannot but think it better to 
keep a conſtant cuſtomary watch over 
ourſelves, and upon the firſt diſcovery. 
of any evil deſign or action, immediate= 
ly to retract it within our own hearts, as 


in the preſence of God, and by mental 
prayer, proper to the occaſion, arm our- 


ſelves againſt committing the like for 
the future. Hereby you diſcharge 4 du- 
ty in its proper ſeaſon, which is better 


than. 
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than to delay it to a prefixed diſtance of 
time: for what is moſt freſh in memo- 
ry, will make the moſt lively impreſ- 
ſion upon us; but may in a little time 
be forgotten. Beſides, we are apt to 
turn forms into formalities: and a natu- 
ral diſcharge of religious duties muſt be 
more improving than an artificial one. 
Axp by this your Ladyſhip ſees the 
reaſon why I have written a diſcourſe of 
religion in general, in anſwer to your 
letter, wherein you wrote only concern- 
ing the Lord's ſupper, viz. becauſe I 
eſteem a ſerious well-inclined temper of 
mind to be the beſt preparation, either 
for that, or any other of the ordinances 
of Jeſus Chriſt, that we may partake 
of them with advantage and delight 

Da vip adviſes us to delight ourſelves in 
the Lord, i. e. in all his ways and ordi- 
nances. And I cannot ſee why our pre- 
paration for the Lord's table, and par- 
ticipation at it, ſhould be accompanied 


with greater anxieties of mind than our 


communicating 
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communicating in any other holy of- 
fice; ſuch as public prayer or preaching. 
We expect the ſame bleſſing of God in 
the improvement of our virtues from 
all of theſe ordinances alike. And why 
with terror upon our minds we ſhould 
uſe any of thoſe means which God has 
ordained for our good, I do not under- 
ſtand. A man indeed ought to perform 
every religious office ſeriouſly and ſo- 
berly; but Werz by amuſing and diſtract- 
ing the mind, is apt to render the ordi- 
nance unprofitable. | 
Mz ought likewiſe to be diſcoura- 
ged from coming to prayer, preaching, 
or communicating at the Lord's table, 
with a careleſs, or profane temper of 
mind: becauſe ſuch unpreparedneſs 
does harden: mens hearts, and renders 
the ordinance unprofitable. Such as 
this was the caſe of the Corinthians; 
who, in celebrating the Lord's fupper, 
were ſo inconfiderate of what /they Fi 
came to do, that ſome of them were 
drunk 


Let. I. 4 Lady's Religion. 157 


drunk at the Lord's table, as you 


read Þ® Cor. xi. 21.; and to this their 
profane behaviour, thoſe texts of ſcrip- - 


ture do particularly relate, which af- 
fright ſome men from, and others in re- 


ceiving the ſacrament : on this account 


it was ſaid, by St Paul, that they were 
guilty of the body and blood of Chriſt ; and 


to eat and drink damnation to themſelves, 
not diſcerning the Lord's body, ver. 27. 
29. 1. e. by ſuch a profane and unwor- 


thy communicating, they call down 
God's judgments upon themſelves : for 
ſo the word damnation ought to be un- 


derſtood, becauſe it refers to the judg- 


ments - ſpecified in the following verſe, 


where it is ſaid, that for this cauſe (viz. 
of drunken communicating) many are weak 


and ſickly among you, and many ſleep, i. e. 
die, ver. 30. Now, to avoid theſe judg- 


ments, he exhorts them to examine 


themſelves, 7. e. to conſider with them- 
ſelves what was the meaning of- that 
O duty 
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duty which they were to perform at the 
Lord's table; which duty was thi® viz. 


to call to mind the death of Feſus Chrift. 
And this commemoration is by St Paul 
ftyled diſcerning the Lord's bedy. 

Tk viſible ſigns of our Saviour's 
death, which we diſcern on the Lord's 
table, do prepare our minds to contem - 
plate a divine perſon, who, for his great 
charity to the ſtupid world, ſuffered the 
higheſt injuſtice, with ſuch an invincible 
patience, and heroic fortitude, as was 


ſuperior to the ſharpeſt malice of his e- 
thereby ſetting before us the 


nemies 
brighteſt example of an unſhaken re- 
ſolution, to do good in ſpite of all dif- 
couragements. 

You will perceive, nn by this 
diſcourſe, that the Chriſtian religion is a 
wiſe, a plain, and a ſhort inſtitution ; 
the belief whereof was deſigned to 8 
our ſouls from the power and danger of 
fin, by ingrafting virtuous habits ih our 
Fou will likewiſe perceive, 

that 


minds. 


i 
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that I hold it neceſſary to keep a conſtant 
vatchover ourſelves, to repent as often 
as we perceive ourlelves to tranſpreſs, 
and, by occaſional mental devotion, 
incline our hearts to obſerve the law of 
Chriſt; and all this in order to build 
up a habit of virtue within us. You 
will alfo perceive, that the contem- 
plation of the dcath of Chriſt, with all 
its circumſtances, tends to the ſame ad- 
mirable end. = Fein 

And if theſe or any other means ſhall 
work upon you to be generouſly juſt, 
to bear a good-will to all men, to do 
what good you can, and to be uncon- 
cerned for the events of things which 
are not within your power you will be 


eeaſy within yourſelf, and fatisfied in 


your own conſcience, which 1s the dawn 
of heaven upon earth ; and you may 
chearſully communicate at any time. 
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"Mapa, =» 1 
Avino lately been in converſation of 

with a lady of your acquaintance, Fa 

me took occaſion to ſpeak concerning 
the letter I wrote to your Ladyſhip ; Fx 
which was publiſhed a few years fin ce, 1 
under the title of A Lapy's RELICIOB. 
She was pleaſed to favour me ſo far as 
to ſay, that the letter did contain a good 
moral dottrine : but ſhe thought it a 
blameable omiſſion i in me, to paſs over 
in ſilence thoſe many doctrines of the ©? 
Chriſtian faith, which ſhe thought of 
abſolute neceſſity to our ſalvation. To 
this objection I replied, That my deſign 
in writing the letter of religion to your 
Ladyſhip, was only to recommend the 
moral law of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt from 
its own intrinſic worth, which appears 
in thoſe many and great adyantages, 
which the ſerious practice thereof Would 
certainly 
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certainly confer upon e not 
intending thereby to diminiſh ought 
from the doctrine of the Chriſtian faith, 

which 1s therefore worthy of all accepta- 
tion ; becauſe it is a means to enforce 
the goſpel-moral upon our practice. 
Upon which account it is truly ſaid to 
ſave our ſouls, ſince it promotes our 
ready obedience to the evangelical law 
of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 
And for this reaſon it was that I adviſed 
your ,Ladyſhip, not to perplex your 
thoughts with thoſe doctrines of faith 
which are of a myſterious nature ; for 
that ſuch doctrines which we e 
well underſtand, cannot well be applied 
either as motives or means to engage 
us in practical duties. This reply had 
the good fortune to give the lady ſome 
ſatisfaction as to this point; but pre- 
ſently ſhe objected to me another omiſ- 

ſion, which ſhe thought was of great- 
er conſequence than the former. For 


Solomon of old (ſaid ſhe) recommend- 
O Ei ed 


* As Neligion. Lit, Ml 


ed; the, fear of God as a fundamental 
of religion. Our Saviour Chriſt too 
puts us in mind of the worm which ne- 
ver dies. And St Paul (if I miſtake 
not) makes uſe of the terrors of the: Lord 
40 perſuade men to. righteouſueſ. But you, 
(faid ſhe), in your letter to my worthy 
friend, have not only omitted this fun- 
damental point, but in ſome meaſure 
diſcouraged her as to that part of religion 
which conſiſts in fear, in ſaying, That 
fear, by amuſing and diſtracting the mind, 
160 * to render God's ordinance un profit- 
aides that I replies at that time was, 
That Solomon meant no more than only 
to ſay that the fear (or dread) of God 
was introductory to religion: The fear 
of God (ſaid he) is the beginning of wiſ- 
dom, Prov. ix. 10. But he did not e- 
ſteem the fear of that ſort as any part of 
religion; for as much as every duty is, 


* Sec above, p. 156. 
acceptable 
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acceptable to God, muſt ariſe from our 
love to him, which is the only ſpring 


and fountain from whence all truly re- 


ligious performances can flow; and 
which fails not to caſt out all ſort of fear, 
except that filial and legitimate kind 
which itſelf naturally produceth. And 
in this manner (ſaid I) that great ſage 
in Iſrael, Jeſus the ſon of Sirach, ex- 
plained himſelf her eupon in his book 
of Eccleſiaſticus, chap. xxv. ver. 11. 
12. The love of the Lord paſſeth all things 


for illumination. That is, true religion 


gives the beſt light and direction to hu- 
man underſtanding. And then it fol- 
lows, The fear of the Lord is the beginning 


of his love. That is, the fear of God 
will prepare us for that love of God, 
which by its illumination will direct and 


encourage us in the duties of religion. 
To this quotation J added the reaſon 
of the thing, by appealing to her own 
judgment, whether ſhe would not eſteem 
a ſervice done to her by her children, her 
1 relations, 
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relations, or even her ſervants, out of a 
principle of love, much better than ſuch 
ſervices which ariſe only from fear. Nay, 
J aſked, if a real benefit which was done 
to her out of no good-will could be fo 
much as thank-worthy. _ 
Bur theſe replies gave her no ſatisfac- 
tion; becauſe the book Eccleſiaſticus 
was apocryphal ; and becauſe compa- 
riſons ought not to be alledged for 
proofs, but ſhould be uſed _ for illu- 
ſtration. 

WER E TORE ſhe * me to give 
her better ſatisfaction in the point of fear, 
as to what part it ſuſtains in the affair of 
religion; which reaſonable command 
laid on me by her, gave occaſion to the 
| following diſcourſe, which J take the li- 
berty to addreſs to your Ladyſhip in this 
preſent letter: it being not grounded up- 
on the authority of any apocryphal wri- 
ter, but of St John the apoſtle of Jeſus 
Chriſt; wlioſe words are theſe, 1 John 
iv. 18. There is no fear in love; but per- 
$26 VP fect 
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felt love caſteth out fear : becauſe fear hath 
torment : he that . is not # Pen- 
felt in love. 7441 

Bur ſince fear, as was As kane ci all 
the other paſſions, is fixed originally in 
human nature, it may juſtly ſeem ſome- 
what ſtrange to your Ladyſhip, that any 
thing ſhould be ſuppoſed capable of caſt- 


ing it out. For ſnould fear or any other 


paſſion be ejected or eraſed from the 
ſoul, human nature would appear im- 
perfect: for as much as every paſſion 
ſerves to a proper uſe and deſign in the 
frame of man. Thus fear gives a check 
to raſh proceedings, and hope gives cou- 
rage to attempt any good deſign though 
difficult to be accompliſhed. Hatred 
makes the ſoul to ſtart at the appearance 
of evil, whilſt love joins it to its trueſt 
intereſt, and produceth joy in the con- 
ſtant purſuit of what is good. Sadneſs 
diſcovers to us the vanity of inſatiable 
deſires, and unreaſonable expectations. 


And anger ſtands like a bold centinel 
with 
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with ſword in hand, to keep inſolent 


behaviour at a diſtance. Surely theſe 


ſprings of motion which God hath pla- 


ced in the ſoul, for the proſecuting of 


good ends, and avoiding evil, cannot be 
caſt out. Or if any of them were exclu- 
ded, ſome ſcar or imperfection in the 
human temper would be left behind. 


InDEED, if at.y of them exceed their 


proper bounds, ſo that they become 
malignant, or at leaſt burdenſome to 


nature; we have reaſon to reduce them 
wichin their juſt limits. Or if one of 


them takes upon- him to diſcharge the 
office which of right belongeth to ano- 
ther, (as a man may hate what he ſhould 
love, and rejoice when he ſhould weep), 
it ought to be caſt out of that unnatu- 
ral uſurpation, and the proper affe dion 
ought to be reſtored to its rightful func- 
tion, as in the caſe alledged by St John 
in that place upon which I ground my 
argument. If fear ſhall take upon itſelf 
to be the ſpring-head of all our reyerence 

. * 
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for Deity, and of our obedience to the 
divine will; in ſuch a caſe the ſoul ought 
to be reſcued from the bondage of fear, 


and be ſubjected to the rightful ſway of 


love: to which affection it owes its na- 


tural allegiance. For whenſoever a ſoul 
is impregnate with a ſincere love to God, 
it will not endure to be engaged in the 


performance of its duty by fear, but 
will caſt off its yoke and abhor its uſur- 


pation. And in this ſenſe, Madam, I 
take it, that perfect love caſteth out 
fear. 

Bur ſince it is not in the power of 1 
totally to extinguiſh the paſſion of fear, 
but all it pretends to is only to confine 
it within its proper bounds, ſo that it 
may not intrude itſelf into the ſphere of 


love; I ſhall from hence take occaſion 
to ſet forth to your Ladyſhip, (1.) what 
fear of God is conſiſtent with the love of 


God, and what is caſt out thereby. (2.) 
What fearof man is conſiſtent with divine 


love, and what is caſt out by it. And 


(3+) 


—— 


— 


„ 


* 
. oo Gl 
— dw 


—— — 


f 
N 
i 


1 
þ 
4 


2. 2 2 


168 ÞA Lady's Religion. Let. II. 


(3.) what fear of hell is conſiſtent there- 
with, and what is not. 

I. As to the firſt of theſe tate, 
it is evident, that whoſoever ſuppoſeth 
God to be an eternal ſpirit, without body, 
parts, or paſſions; of infinite power, wiſ- 
dom, and goodneſs, the maker and preſerver 
of all things, (as our church in her firſt 
article deſcribes him); and hereupon has 
formed himſelf upon a principle of high 
eſteem and humble affection, as alſo of 
love and gratitude to his great owner, 
governor, and benefactor; cannot but be 
affected with a reverential awe, and fear 
of miſbehaving himſelf in the preſence 
of God. Such a one will fear the Lord 
of heaven and earth, walking humbly 
before him ; and, through a watchful de- 
nial of himſelf, - he will hold no confe- 
deracy with any known ſin. Nor will 
he dare to do an unjuſt action, though 
never ſo much to his advantage. And 
all this, becauſe he fears to offend him 
| whom 
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whom he loves, and eſteems as. the foun- 0 
tain of all good. | 16 ay 
AccoRDiNG to this notion, ad men 
have been called the children of God, 
with reſpect to the dutiful behaviour of 
an obedient child to an indulgent father. 
For by how much ſuch a one is ſenſible 
of the tender affection his parent bears 
to him, by how much the more ſenſible 
he is that all his preſent enjoyments and 
hopes of future advantage are derived 
from the conſtant loving diſpoſition of his 
parent, ſo much the more will he in— 
dulge within himſelf a conſtant fear of 
offending. But then this fear hath no 
torment; neither is it impoſed upon the 
child, but is his own free choice, his 
joy, and ſatisfaction; and always increa- 
ſing in proportion to the love he DEALT 
to his father. N 5791 
Bur, on the contrary, Madam, fear 
which hath torment, ſuch as St John 
ſpeaketh of, will be caſt out by a love to 
God. For when with delight we ſee 
P 8 that 
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that the world is conſtantly ſupported 


by the divine bounty; why ſhould we 
ſuffer ourſelves to be tormented with 
anxious cares and fears for food and rai- 
ment? which two things in conjunction 
are a ſufficient fund of contentment, ac- 
cording to an univerſal rule of reaſon laid 
down by St Paul, Having food and raiment, 
let us be therewith content, 1 Tim. vi. 8. 

InconsISTENT therefore with the 
love of God, is ſuch a fear as is ſelfiſh, 
where the ſmart of puniſhment for ſin 
is dreaded more than the diſpleaſure of 


God. In the ſpirit of this ſlaviſh fear, 


Pharaoh made ſome faint reſolutions, to 
ſet an enthralled people at liberty : but 


as ſoon as the ſmart of God's rod was 
allayed, he recovered his former cruelty, 


and reſolved to perpetuate their bon- 
dage. Thus a wolf or lion, under the 


immediate diſcipline of a ſevere keeper, 


holding the rod of correction in his 
hand, may ſuffer a lamb to lie ſafely 
within his reach; but this abſtinence 
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from preſent rapine, changes not the na- 


ture of the beaſt. The one is not leſs 
a wolf, nor the other leſs a lion, than 


at other times. 


Bes1Des, Madam, there is this great 


inconſiſtency between the love of God, 
and ſuch a laviſh fear as has been now 
deſcribed, that he who loveth God, will 
take delight and high ſatisfaction in 
contemplation of the divine power, wiſ- 


dom, and goodneſs; but he who ſerveth _ 
God out of a principle of laviſh fear, 


which always compels him to act con- 


trary to his inclination, can take no de- 
light in the contemplation of God; but 


rather wiſheth that there were no Know- 


. ledge in the Moſt High to diſcern, or no 


power to puniſh. In this reſpect it is, 
that the fool hath ſaid in his heart there 


is no God. The fool is a wicked man; 


the language of the heart is deſire. So 


that the plain ſenſe of that ſaying is, that 


an ill-inclined man wiſheth that there 
were no God. 
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Bor if you will conſider Deity as It 
was deſcribed by the philoſophers of old, 
you will find the divine nature ſet forth 


in the moſt lively manner by Pythago- 


ras as he 1s cited by Juſtin Martyr in 
his exhortations to the Greeks, thus: 
God is ſurely one, nor is he reſident 


(as ſome imagine) without the ſtruc- 
t ture of the univerſe, but is entire 


e within himſelf ; ſurveying all genera- 
<« tions in a complete circle. He is the 
ce temperament of all ages, the agent of 


his own powers and works; the prin- 


e ciple of all things individual; the 
“light of the heavens, and the parent 
« of all; the life and animation of every 
« creature: the motion of all ſucceſ- 
ee ſions and alterations.” I was ſaying, 
that if you ſhall thus conſider Deity. as 
the vital ſpirit of the univerſe, you will 
find ſufficient engagements to the love 
thereof, from every obſervation you 
will make upon nature. Upon this con- 
ſi deration of Deity it may be ſaid, that 
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the heavens declare the glory of God, and 
the firmament ſhews his handy-work, Pſal. 


Kix. I. And what ſort of affections 
can this declaration of heaven and earth 


raiſe in- the temper of man beſides 
eſteem, complacency, and graitudte ? 


which being put together, make up that 


compoſition of love, which caſteth out 
fear. 5 5 
Ir is this contemplation of nature, 


Madam, it is this cloſe obſervation of 


that ſabſerviency which the inferior 
and ſmaller ſyſtems of natural beings 
pay to the greater and ſuperior, which 


raiſes an high eſteem for the wonderful 


artificer, by whom all things live, and move, 
and have their beings; by whom every 


office of ſenſation is performed : fo that 


we may taſte and ſee how good the Lord is, 


Pſal. xxxiv. 8.; and from thence con- 


clude by ſenſible demonſtration, that all 
delight is the creature of Deity, conti- 
nually obliging us to a comfortable par- 
ticipation of divine bounty, and thereby 
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to a conſtant return of praiſe and 


thanks 
 AnD if that ſmall portion of experi- 
mental knowledge in the wiſdom, power, 
and goodneſs of God, to which in 
this life we may attain, can raiſe us to 
ſuch a ſincere love of God as can expel 
all the torment of fear; ſurely an eter- 
nal progreſſive knowledge of that inex- 
hauſtible ſubjet, may be eſteemed an 
eternal fountain of delight. 
Bor, at preſent, what umbrage can be 
given to fear from the contemplation 
of Deity? Can that divine wiſdom by 
which all things are contrived for our 


uſe, or that divine power by which all 


things are ſupported for our conſtant ſa- 
tisfaction, ſuffer any one to give way 
to ſuperſtitious fears? As if Deity 
were auſtere and rigorous, eaſily provo- 
ked by ſome ſmall, and perhaps una- 
voidable miſtakes of creatures ; and as 
eaſily appeaſed with ſome ſlight formali- 
ties and external performances. 


Tris 
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ä 


Tris falſe idea of Deity, Madam, 
cannot be gathered up from your obſer- 
vation of nature; but muſt ariſe from 
that narrow and froward temper, which 
the weaker ſort of men too frequently 
feel within themſelves. And although 
the wiſe Solomon built an houſe for the 


Lord, which was accepted of God, as all 


the Jewiſh rites were, through divine 
condeſcenſion; yet St Stephen ſpeaking 
of that temple, makes this obſervation 
thereupon. Howbeit the Moſt High dwelleth 

not in temples; as ſaith the prophet, Hea- 
ven is my throne, and e:/th is my foot- 
ſtool : what houſe will ye build me? ſaith the 
Lord: or what is the, place of my reſt ? 
Hath not my hand made all theſe things ? 
Acts vii. 48. In like manner, although 
through the ſame condeſcenſion God ac- 


cepted the ſacrifices of Iſrael, yet the 


prophets bare witneſs that he did not re- 
quire or command thoſe ſervices. In- 


deed this appears in the very beginning 


of the Levitical book of Moſes, where 
| it 


176 A Lachs Religion. Let. II. 


it is thus written: Aud the Lord called to 


Moſes out of the tabernacle of the congrega- 
tion, ſaying, Speak unto the children of I. 


rael, and ſay unto them, F any man of you 


bring an offering unto the Lord, ye ſhall 
bring your offering of the cattle, even of the 


herd, and of the flock. If his offering be 


a burnt-ſacrifice of the herd, let him offer a 
male without blemiſh : he ſhall offer it of his 


own voluntary will, at the door of the taber- 


nacle of the congregation: before the Lord, 
Lev. i. 1. Sc. So that facrifices ſeem 
to be as much a human as a divine in- 
ſtirution. And it may without any ab- 
ſurdity be ſuppoſed, that Cain and Abel, 
or any ancient inhabitants of the world, 
might appoint ſome certain day to join 
their ſtores together, to the intent that 
they and their families might eat and 
drink to 1he glory of God, as St Paul ſpeaks, 
1 Cor. x. 31. 1. e. whilſt they were par- 
takers at a plentiful table, they might 
expreſs their thanks to God who furniſh- 
ed it out for them. It is poſſible alſo, 
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that the original deſign of this thankſgi- 
ving-feſtival might in after-times be for- 
gotten by poſterity, who might yet re- 
tain the cuſtom of ſacrificing, upon a 
miſtaken ſuppoſal that the folemn 
laughter of their cattle was a thing 
well pleaſing to God; becauſe it was 
(as to them it ſeemed) a religious ob- 
fervation of their forefathers. And 
from hence it might come, that ſacri- 
fices and offerings were once the catho- 
lic religion of the world. But for an 
unprejudiced perſon to conceive that 
the Deity ſhould be pleaſed with the 
Naughter of hecatombs, is a ſuppoſition | 
of a ſtrange nature. And whence could 
it ariſe, but from the miſleading of fear, 
which induced weak men to believe, 
that God being angry with them for 
their ſins, muſt have his anger appeaſed 
by the ſlaughter of beaſts, that he may 
be prevailed upon to ſpare the lives of 
men ? „ | 
Now, to give your Ladyſhip a general 
| account, 
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account, how this matter ſtood of old; 
as far as I can reach into antiquity, it 
appears that fear gave to mankind one 
moiety of their notion of God. For 
it was generally believed of old, that 


Deity was made up of two coordinate 


powers; the one for good; the other 
for evil. And it is a long time paſt, 


ſince mens fancies found out names for 


the chimerical objects of their fears. 
So of old the Hebrews called theſe two 
coordinate principles by the names of 
Cad and Mem. The Egyptians call- 
ed them Ofyris and Typhon. In the 
Greek inſcriptions upon funeral urns 
are frequently met the letters Theta and 
Kappa, the initial letters of Theois and 
Kakeis, the unlucky gods. The Ro- 
mans expreſſed the ſame thing by Joves 
and Væjoves; hard names which I am 


forced to trouble your Ladyſhip with: 
And the aſtrologers carry on the ſame 


notion to this day, under the ſtyle of fa- 
vourable and malignant. aſpecis. I can- 
| not 
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not tell how long it is ſince the Perſians 

received this opinion under the names 
of Oromaſdes and Arimanius; but it 
may be computed how long it is ſince 
Manes Manichæus, a Perſian by birth, 
and a Chriſtian by profeſſion, revived 
that ancient opinion of the Perſians, 
which, by the Chriſtians of that age, was 
called the Manichæan hereſy; and was 
a belief of two coordinate ſupreme 
powers, the one good, the other evil. 
This hereſy was firſt broached in the 
reign of Aurelian the Emperor, and in 
the year of our Lord 273. 

DouBTLEss, it was the prevailing 
power of fear, which armed Jupiter with 
his thunderbolt, Mars with his ſpear, 
and Apollo with his bow. And what 
can your Ladyſhip think of thoſe parents 
who forced their children to paſs through 
the fire to Moloch, though it were only 
to ſcorch their ſkins, which is the mild- 
eſt interpretation of thoſe words of Mo- 
ſes whereby that ſort of cruelty was for- 
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to God: and Pythagoras might well aſk 


bidden, Lev. xviii. 21.; what can your 


Ladyſhip think of thoſe parents, but 


that they were ſcared out of their wits? 
And what opinion can you conceive, of 
thoſe parents who burnt their children to 
Adrammelech and Anammelech the gods 
of Sepharvaim, 2 Kings xvil. 31. but 
that they were frightened out of all ſenſe 
of humanity? For what can be diſco- 
vered in the philoſophic notion of Deity, 
which may give umbrage to ſuch enor- 
mous ſuperſtitious fears? But, on the o- 
ther hand, might not Pythagoras well 
be ſtyled a divine philoſopher, who came 
into Italy in the reign of Tarquiniùs Su- 
perbus (as Cicero informs us), to give 
the then barbarous people, ſuch a true 
notion of Deity, as might diſſipate all 
ſuperſtitious fears, and afford a ſolid 
comfort? For if Deity be no other than 
the vital ſpirit of the univerſe, and com- 
mon parent of mankind, reverence, love, 
and gratitude become due from man 


the 
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the queſtion, why men invented ſpectres 


to frighten themſelves withal? as Ovid 


repreſents him ſpeaking, 


Quid Styga, quid tenebras, et nomina vana 


timetis £2 


And for the ſame reaſon was it, Ma- 


dam, that Moſes commanded the Jews 


to bring their ſacrifices to the door of the 
tabernacle, viz. that they might not be 


offered to fearful objects, which the ſcrip- 
tures call devils : They ſhall no more offer 
their ſacrifices to devils, Lev. xvii. 7. Up- 
on which text it may be obferved, that 


the original word which in our tranſlation. 


is rendered devils, is by Latin interpre- 


ters ſet forth by moſt odious, frightful. 


and horrid ideas; ſuch as piloſi, villaſi, 
hirſuti, hira, ſatyri, horridi, horrific. 
And particularly Bochart in his treatiſe 
upon the animals mentioned in the Old 
Teſtament, commenting upon the text 
of Moſes, ſays, that this word which we 
tranſlate devils, was given as a name to 
the idols of Canaan, quod Horripilationem 
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iis incutiunt quibus apparent; i. e. becauſe 
their figures were ſo terrible, that a 
man's hair would ſtand on end at their 
appearance. And whoever will read 
the chapter laſt cited, will find Moſes 
preventing Pythagoras in his deſign of 
diſſuading men from entertaining a 
frightful idea of Deity; and command- 
ing that ſince ſacrifices were the worſhip 
then in uſe, his countrymen ſhould there- 
by pay their homage to that God, whoſe 
character was gracious and merciful, the 


great deliverer of that particular people, 
and one who {till reſerved a particular 


kindneſs for them. This character is in 
its nature fitted to raiſe veneration, love, 
and hope; but fear is an unbecoming 
treatment of ſuch a Deity. 

AnD yet behold, Madam, a greater 
than Pythagoras is here. I mean St 
John, who in his epiſtle which at firſt 
] cited, ſets forth the character of God, 
by the ideas of light and love, 1 John i. 
5. Cod is light, and in him is no darkneſs 
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at all. And in another place he gives 


the moſt amiable character of Deity, ſay- 
ing that God is love, 1 John iv. 8. 


As to the firſt of theſe two characters 


of God, that illuſtrious one of light, 
you cannot ſuppoſe it to be an object of 
fear, but rather of comfort and joy; for 
as much as the morning- light has been 


always obſerved to diſpel thoſe fears 


which have been occaſioned by the fore- 


going darkneſs; it is this daily flowing 
tide of brightneſs, which tinctures the 
earth with its glory, rendering it there- 
by both uſeful and delightful to man- 


kind. On the contrary, how dreadful 


was it once for the Egyptians to fit under 
that thick. mift of palpable darkneſs, 


which blotted out three whole days? In 


how melancholy a manner did they paſs. 
away their time, when they ſaw not one 
another, neither aroſe any one from his place? 


Exod. x. 23, But how joyful an hour 


was that wherein the ſun aroſe to diſpel 


the horror they had ſo long lain under? 
| Q 2 And 
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And look! what light is to the eye, that 
ſame thing is knowledge to the mind. 
The inſtruction of God is as delightful 
and refreſning to the ſoul, as the riſing 
ſun to a traveller, who has been beating 


out his way all night. By divine inſtruc- 


tion a man finds a plain way through the 
world, notwithſtanding all the by-paths 
of fancy and perſuaſion ; hereby he ſums 


up the whole of religious duty in reve- 


rence for God, care over ourſelves, and 
kindneſs to our fellow-creatures : each 
part whereof 1s delightful and recreative 
to the ſpirit of man. Reverence for 
the Deity is the privilege of man above 
the beaſt, which knows not that he is in 
the care and keeping of God. But it is 
the glory of man to know. and acknow- 
ledge his gracious owner, governor, and 
benefactor. 

As to the other two ſummary parts 
of divine inſtruction, care over ourſelves, 
and kindneſs to our fellow-creatures, the 
performance of thoſe duties carries no- 

| thing 
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thing in it of fear or torment, bur i is 


pleaſant as light to the eye and marrow to 


bones. The firſt of theſe two duties is 


preſervative of ſoul and body, from the 


diſmal effects which unruly paſſion and 


ungoverned appetite too frequently pro- 


duce: And as it is a horrid ſpectacle to 
behold a man out of the uſe of himſelf, 
as to have ſeen Saul breathing out threat- 
enings and ſlaughter againſt the di ſciples of 


the Lord, making havock of the church, en · 


tering into every houſe, haling men and wo- 


men and committing ibem to priſon, Acts 


viii. 8.; ſo, on the contrary, how plea- 
fant muſt it have been to have ſeen his 
labours of love; to have been a witneſs of 
his <wearineſs and painſulneſs, his often 
watchings, his hunger and thirſt, his cold 


and nakedneſs, by reaſon of his great care 
of all the churches which came upon him dai. 
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BESIDESs, let any one but conſult his 


own experience, and ſee if there be any 


thing frightful, or tormenting in being 
Q 3 conſcious: 
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conſcious of his own good will and affec- 
tion to mankind ; or in being conſcious 


of the merited love and eſteem which he 
has gained from others thereby. And 
let a man examine himſelf if there be a- 
ny pleaſure which the world affords equal 
to the ſatisfaction he receives from relie- 
ving the neceſſities of his felow-crea- 
tures, according to the inſtruction of 
>. | we 

Bur, on the other hand, where unwar- 
ranted traditions, and vain imaginations 


of men prevail over the light of God, 


the minds of men will be perplexed 
with dark ſuſpicions and tormenting 
fears. As for inſtance, if it be not cer- 
tain that St Peter was at Rome, all the 
pretences which uphold the Roman- ca- 
tholic communion fall to the ground: 
then there is no ſucceſſor in power with 
the keys of heaven, nor any infallible 
apoſtolical commiſſioner to guide the 


fock of Chriſt. And that St Peter ever 


was at Rome, is no part of divine inſtruc- 


tion. 


* 
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tion. Now, ſince this great, and, as 
they pretend, univerſal flock of Chriſt 
are uncertain of their guide, how muſt 
their doubts and fears multiply upon 
them, in relation to the way they ought 
to take ? What ſecurity can they have, 


that the pardons and indulgences grant- 
ed by the holy father are ratified in hea- 


ven ? What ſecurity that their pilgrima- 
ges, penances, maſſes, with their ado- 
ration of a god baked in an oven, and 
ſuch like inventions of their high prieſt, 
ſhall be accepted by the greateſt and beſt 
of beings ? How ſhall they be ſure that 
they walk not in the paths of darkneſs, 
but that they are the children of light, 


drawing towards the inheritance of the 
ſaints in glory? But when a man hath a 
ſincere reſpect to the light and inſtruc- 


tion of God, he will thereby be made 


free from all thoſe uncertainties, jealou- 


fies, and fears, which torment the minds 
of the ſuperſtitious. 


Now, Madam, if hereupon you 
| ſhould | 
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ſhould aſk how you ſhould know, that 
the books of ſcripture contained in the 
Old and New Teſtament are the real true 
light and inſtruction of God; I think 
you may eaſily ſatisfy yourſelf as to that 
matter. For though many particular 
texts therein. contained cannot be nicely 
underſtood without ſome knowledge of 
ancient cuſtoms, to which the expreſſions 
allude ; yet, without any ancient or mo- 
dern learning, let any one take a view 
of the whole analogy and ſuitable a- 
greement of the doctrines contained in 
both teſtaments, and he will find that 
the deſign of all thoſe writers was, to ſet 
forth ſuch an admirable rule of life as 
was fit for God to give, and for man to 
receive. And if you will compare this 
moral inſtruction with the ſuperſtitions 
of Heathens or Papiſts, your eye cannot 
diſcern the difference between the light 
of ſun and moon more clearly, than 
your mind will diſtinguiſh between reli- 
gion and ſuperſtition. | 


THOSE 
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Tos holy books contain nothing 
of Popery or prieſtcraft, or of any other 
deſign, but only to direct us to ſuch 
ways and means as are beſt fitted to 
work up human nature to the higheſt 
degree of virtue it is capable of in this 
life. And therefore whoſoever ſhall en- 
deavour to aſſert any low, ſelf-deſigning 
opinion from holy writ, 1s the greateſt 
enemy thereunto. For as much as eve- 
ry mean, baſe, ſelfiſh opinion, or any 
ſuch doctrine which is contrary to the 
common rights, liberties, or advantages 
of mankind, being aſſerted from thence, 
is a millſtone hung upon the book of 
God, directly tending to ſink its autho- 
rity, and render it ſuſpected in the 
world. Upon this foot St Paul referred 
himſelf to the judgment of the Corin- 
thians, ſaying, peak unto wiſe men, 
judge ye what ] ſay, 1 Cor. x. 15. Anſwer- 
able whereunto I refer it to the judg- 
ment of your Ladyſhip, whether a ſin- 


cere love of the light and inſtruction of 
God, 
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God, will not diſpel thoſe dark fears, 
which eee eee are en 
create. 
Bur St John ſaith, chat God is 1 
1 John iv. 8. and therefore whatioever 
proceeds from him muſt not be fright- 
ful, but lovely. Thus Solomon ſpeak- 
ing of religion under the character of 
8 ſaith, Her ways are ways of plea- 
fantneſs, and all ber paths are peace, Prov. 
uu. 17. And St Paul exhorting che Phi- 
lippians to virtuous practice, ſaith, I hat- 
feever things are lovely, think on theſe things, 
Phil. iv. 8. Nor was the Gentile a 
ſtranger to this doctrine : for that which 
is good is lovely, was the ſaying of an 
old Greek poet, Theeg, How lovely 
is it to bchold the creation of God, 
wherein all things that fall under our 
cogniſance, diſcover a wiſe deſign, by 
which every event tends to the intereſt 
of the univerſe !. and the character by 
witch mankind doth moſt reſemble De- 
Ity, is in. the higheſt degree lovely. 1 
| mean. 
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mean a virtuous motion of mind towards 


the good of our fellow- creatures. For 
by how much the affections of a man are 
fixed upon public bene fit, by how 
much the more any one endeavours to 


oblige mankind, by ſo much are his ac- 
tions rendered lovely; eſpecially when 


this diſpoſition of mind is carried on 


without the proſpect of retaliation. For 
this is the diſpoſition of God towards 


man, as David faith, Like as a father 
pitieth his children, ſo the Lord pitieth thoſe 


that fear him, Pal. ciii. 13. The natu- 


ral affection of the father is fully anſwer- 
ed by the benefit which the child re- 


ceives, without aiming at any other ad- 
vantage. And in this reſpe& the bene- 


volence of noble founders, and public 


benefactors, as likewiſe the bounty of 


great princes, ſuch whoſe high ſtations 
ſet them above ſelf-intereſt, do render 
their actions moſt lovely; becauſe they 
are incapable of any return, beſides that 


Joy which naturally flows from the ad- 
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vantages others receive by their means. 

App to this, Madam, that a ſincere 
love of virtue excludes all ſtrong ſelf- 
intereſted hopes, as well as diſmal fears. 
And thus M»o/ſzs, when he was come to- 
years, refuſed to be called the ſon of Pha- 
raob's daughter, chuſing rather to ſuffer af 
fliftion with the people of God, than to enjoy 
the pleaſures of fin for a ſeaſon, Heb. xi. 
24. Jolephus relates that matter thus: 
Thermuthis, the daughter of Pharaoh, 
who had preſerved the life of Moſes 
when very young, preſented him to her 
father when grown up, deſiring that he 
might be appointed to ſucceed in the 
government, ſhe having adopted him 
for her ſon. How lovely was it in Mo- 
ſes generouſly to refuſe theſe court-of- 
fers of greatneſs, in order to attempt the 
deliverance of his brethren I It was not 
then underſtood that an eager purſuit 
after court-preferments was the mark 
of a true patriot, but the heroic and 
lovely ——_— of Moſes which St 


Paul 


Paul ſets forth, was a generous compaſ- 


ſion to his countrymen, whom he was 


willing to reſcue from ſlavery with the 
hazard of his life; as appeared by his. | 
vigorous oppoling the Egyptian, whom, 


he found ſmiting an Hebrew, Exod. ii. 
12.; and likewiſe by perfecting their 
deliverance after he had conducted them 
into Canaan. For ſuppoſing the good 
Moſes, inſtead of following the advice of 


Jethro, and ſetting up the judgment- 
ſeats of Iſracl, ſhould have been prevail- 


ed upon to have eſtabliſhed an Egyp- 
tian miniſtry in Canaan, he would there- 
by have tarniſhed that lovely character 
of a deliverer of his country, and lover 
of his brethren ; which laſt character is, 
according to St John, the character by 
which one may know, if he be paſſed 
from death to life. We know that we 


have paſſed from death to life, becauſe we 


love the brethren : be that loveth not his bro- 
ther, abideth in death, 1 John iii. 14. 1. e. 
in the ſtate and under the ſentence of 
R | death, 
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death, as our commentators explaia it; 
whereas he that loveth his brother, abideth 
in the light, 1 John ii. 10. Such a one re- 
ſembles God, who is d Father of ih 
Jam. i. 17. 

Axp ſhould we Abe God, with Se 
James, as a common father of comforte, 
who maintains the order of the univerſe, 
providing ſuitable maintenance for all 
creatures, who meketh his ſun to ſhine on the 
evil and the goed, and fendeth rain on the 
juſt, and on the unjuſt, Matth. v.25. as 
our Saviour ſaith: can we ſuppoſe ſuch _ 
a fatherly diſpoſition as this is, does any 
way tend to ſtrike terror into our hearts, 
and to lay it there as the foundation of 
all our duties? Surely nothing but the 
W! illing affection of a dutiful ſon can be 
a ſuitable return for the conſtant love of 
an indulgent father. To conclude this 
argument, I think I may ſay, Madam, 
that although fear may prevail upon 
ſome ill men to abſtain from evil, yet it 
is only the love of virtue, which fixes 

our 


Ld 
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our ilelinstions upon g good things. And 
1 hope may alſo add, that as a good 
man has no need of fear, to aſſiſt him 


in his purſuit after virtue; ſo is it like- 


vie evident, both from natural and 
revealed religion, that ſuch a ont Can 


have no cauſe to be afraid of God. 


II. As to the fear of men, which was 
the ſecond thing I was to conſider, it is 
plain, Madam, that if your Ladyſhip 
ſha!l obſerve men to at in ſubordination 
to God, by how much the love of God 
prevails over you, ſo much the more 


fearful you will be of giving them of- 


fence. Our parents under God are our 
immediate owners, governors, and bene- 
factors. And the honour which here- 
upon is due to them, includes an awful 


- reſpeX towards them. And if the magi- 
ſtrate be indeed the miniſter of God to us 


for good (as St Paul ſpeaks), every man 
will be cautious of giving him offence. 
In ſuch a caſe, tribute is to be given to 
whom tribute is due, fear to whom fear, 
R 2 and 
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and honcur to whom bonour, 1 Cor. x13. 
But ſince good magiſtrates are a terror 
only to evil-doers, a ſincere lover of vir- 
tue is far from fear upon that account. 
Bur if your Ladyſhip ſhall conſider 
men as acting in oppoſition to God, you 
may be allowed to uſe all neceſſary pre- 
cautions, to preſerve yourſelf from their 
. tyranny. Nor is there any thing cow. 
= ardly, mean, or depreſſive of your ſpirit 
| i in this ſort of fear: Beware of men 
1 (faith our Saviour to his diſciples); for 
1 they will deliver you up to the councils, and 
ſcourge you in their ſynagogues : but if they 
perſecute you in one city, fly into another, 
Matth. x. 17. 23. Nor ſhall be be afraid of 
id evil tidings whoſe heart is fixed upon Cad, 
1 faith holy David, Pſal. cxii. 7. 
[| Bur then will a man find himſelf 
ſurrounded with tormenting fears, and 
dreadfal ſuſpicions; when through 
want of a ſincere love to his great own- 


| 2 off all ſincere and upright walking, 
| as 


, governor, and benefactor, he hath 
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as in the preſence of the inviſible all- ſee- 
ing God; when he hath caſt off that 
righteouſneſs, juſtice, honeſty, and 
faithfulneſs, as would not fail to engage 
mankind in his ſupport; and alſo to 
yield ſuch a peace of conſcience as will 
not ſuffer him to be diſturbed, though 
the earth ſhould ſhake, and the heavens 
be diſſolved. And then may a nation 

be afraid of evil tidings, when the love 
of God (which is chiefly made manifeſt 
by love to our brethren) waxeth cold, 
and when a feveriſh heat of diſſenſion, 
ariſing from a wretched baſe ſelf- inter- 
eſt, caſts them into parties; when pu- 
blic weal is regarded only as it ſerves 
private ends; as the loud acclamation, 
Great is Diana of the Epheſians, was en- 
couraged by the gain which the ſilver- 
ſmiths made by the temple of that god - 
deſs. When public truſts ſhall be covet- 

ed by ſome to pleaſe their vanity and 
ſenſuality, by others, to gratify their 
ſordid love of money, and by moſt, to 
| R 3 enſlave 
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enſlave their brethren; what wonder if, 
upon any extraordinary event, mens 
hearts fall fail them for fear, and fer 

Hooking after thoſe things nwhich are coming 


upon the'earth ? Luke xxi. 26.; as our 


Saviour foretold, concernipg the de- 


ſtruction of Jeruſalem, which was 
brought to paſs by their fatal diviſions. 
Ho dreadful were the tidings of Iſrael's 


captivity, which were brought to them 


by the, prophet Jeremiah? and were 
Srounded on their want of love to their 


brethren, whom for private intereſt they 
enſlaved, when according to the law of 


the ſabbarical year, and the law of the ju- 


bilee, they ought to have made them free. 
The words of Jeremiah upon this occa. 
lion are theſe : Thus ſaith the Lord, Ye 
have not hearkened- unto me in proclaiming 
liberty every one to his brother, and every 
man to kis neighbcur. Behold, I proclaim 
a liberty to you, ſaith the Lord, to the 
fwerd, lo the peſtilence, and to the famine. 
And I will make yeu to be removed to ali the 
| kingdoms 


Lets II. A Lady Religion, 199 


kingdoms of the earth, Jer. xxxvii. 17. 
The effect of this prophecy is viſible at 
this day, though the firſt fulfilling of it 
was by the arms of a Babyloniſh tyrant ; 
who was in that day the great pattern 
of idolatry and tyranny, himſelf being 
no more than a king-of ſlaves. , 
Bur yet, Madam, a true Iſraelite, in 


whom was no guvile, who loved the 


Lord with all his heart, and his neigh- 
bour as himſelf, who was neither ambi- 
tious, nor covetous, nor over ſolicitous 
concerning the honours, riches, or plea- 
ſures which the world affords, who 
walked watchfully in the denial of him- 
ſelf, fo far as to hold no confederacy 
with any known ſin, who when he has 


fallen from his duty, has recovered 


himſelf by true repentance; who has 
been true to his promiſe, juſt in his 
actions, charitable to the poor, and 
well inclined to all men; who could 
forgive injuries, lay ing aſide all 
thoughts of revenge; who could be 


meek, 
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meek, calm, and gentle, when in the 
hands of furious and violent ſpirits; 
who was of a tender diſpoſition, being 
as ready to prevent men from falling in- 
to immoralities and dangers, as he was 
to ' compaſſionate them in adverſity : 

ſuch a one as could be moderate in 


power, and humble in proſperity, whoſe 


actions diſcover a love to his country, 
free from the bias of private intereſt, 
and whoſe hearty inclinations were to- 
wards the good of mankind. Such a 
man as this, was privileged from the 
fear of evil tidings, and was commiſſion- 
ed to hope that through the voice of the 
Lord the Aſſyrian ſhall be beaten down, 
who ſmote wwith a rod, If. xxx. 31. 

Nav, Madam, it was to chear up 
the heart of ſuch an Iſraelite as this, 
that the prophet Iſaiah foretold the 
downfal of the Babyloniſh grand mo- 
narch ; whoſe ſlaves uſually ſtyle him 


the king, as if there were no other king 
beſides him, ſaying, Tophet is ordained- 


of 
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of old, yea, for the king it is prepared; 


Le hath made it deep and large: the pile 


thereof is fire and much wood : and the 
breath of the Lord like a Ktan 0 f brimſtone 
doth kindle it. 


III. As to the fear of hell, aw 


I have very little to ſay ; for if your La- 
 dylſhip conſiders hell as a conſummate 

| ſtate of wickedneſs, doubtleſs a virtuous 
perſon is at the greateſt diſtance from 


thence. He who out of a ſincere love 


to God is careful to know, and conſci- 
entious to do his will, ſubmitting. not 
only his words and actions, but the ve- 


ry purpoſes of his heart thereunto : he 


in whom the love of God hath caſt 
down all pride and haughtineſs both of 
heart and carriage, having reduced his 
paſſions to a due moderation and tem- 
per ; who, through his love to God, e- 


ſteems the world no more than it de- 
ſerves, and makes uſe of it only to 
gratify a generous difpoſition of mind, 
—_ to compaſſionate and help in ad-' 

verſity; 
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verſity; this man is ſo far from any 
fear of hell, that he has, in ſome degree, 
the actual poſſeſſion of heaven upon 
earth: and by being conſcious of ſuch 
his love to God, he is actual parta aker 
of thoſe divine joys, which alone We can 
fuppoſe to affe & the ſaints in glory; that 
is, ſuch a delight as never ſurfeits, not 
cloys, thou zh never ſo frequently re- 
newed, or ever ſo long continued, and 
ſuch as leaves no ill relih behind it. 

Bor, on the other hand, if a man bears 
no true love to the great and good God, 
but dares commit fin with preſumption ; ; 


if he be governed by unruly paſſions, | 


inſatiable deſires, or by an ambitious, 
covetous, or malicious temper 3 if he 
be moved by envy at the proſperity of 
ſome, or by revenge for ſmall offences 
taken at others; this man is already 


ſenſible of hell upon earth. And though 


a thouſand inventions may be found 
out to quiet the evil ſpirit, which ariſes 
from the ſelf conſciouſneſs of his own 

wicked 
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wicked heart; yet nothing can alleviate 
his torment, becauſe nothing can ſepa- 
rate conſcience from the ſoul of man. 
. Ir is true, Madam, that ſometimes 
the inſtrumental parts of religion are 
called in aid, to allay the terrors of a 
hell within; and theſe devotional per- 
formances, joined with a ſtrong fancy, 
may for a time have ſome effect upon 
an enthuſiaſtic temper; as David's harp 
had upon Saul's melancholy, ſo long as 
the muſic laſted. But yet the dreadful 
apprehenſions of guilt will not totally 
be extinguiſhed, till our earneſt endea- 
vours have recovered us to a ſincere love 
of God. 1 
. Having thus endeavoured to ſhew 
what fear of God, of man, and of hell, 
is inconſiſtent with the love of God; 
I. hope it will appear that I did no ill, 
when I offered to ſhew your Ladyſhip 
yet a more excellent way, that of charity 
or love ; 3, and adviſed you, in fome mea- 
ſure, to ſoften the power of fear in your 
5 religious 
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religious practices, and devotional per- 


formances. I beg your Ladyſhip's fa- 
vourable conſtruction of what I have 
written in this letter, meaning er 
to teſtify the hes due to you: from 


Your r Ladyſhit's s 
Mot obliged; &c. 
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A LETTER to a very YOUN * 
LADpy on her MARRIAOGE. 


By DEAN SWI r. 


Tux following letter from Dean Swift, though 
written for the uſe of à particular young lady, 
yet contains ſuch wiſe-maxims, and abounds with 

- ſo much good ſenſe and knowledge of mankind, 
as muſt render it of general advantage to the whole 
ſex, if attentively peruſed. 

A few ſevere, and even indelicate expreſſions, 
ſtand in need of an apology, and may be apt to 
diſguſt ; but ſome allowance ſhould be made for 
the turn of his genius, the diſappointments of his 
life, the tenderneſs of his conſtitution, and the 
particular degree of intimacy which ſubſiſted be- 
tween him and the young lady to whom he wrote. 

HoweEeveR, in proportion as his female readers 

can diveſt themſelves of the prejudices ariſing 

from the blunt and ſupercilious air of this per- 
formance, they will be able to reliſh its inſtruc- 
tion, and improve by its precepts. 


Mb AM, 
IME hurry and impertinence of re- 
ceiving and paying viſits on ac- 
count of your marriage being now over, 
you are beginning to enter into a courſe 
of life, where you will want much advice 
8 to 
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to divert you from falling into many er- 


rors, fopperies, and' follies, to which 
your ſex is ſubject. I have always borne 
an entire friendſhip to your father and 
mother; and the perſon they have choſen 
for your huſband, | hath been for ſome 


years paſt my particular favourite ; I: 


have long wiſhed you might come roge- 
ther, becauſe I hoped, that, from the 
goodneſs of your diſpoſition, and by 
following the counſel of wiſe friends, 


you might in time make yourſelf worthy 


of him. Your parents were ſo far in the 
right, that they did not produce you 
much into the world; whereby you a- 
voided many wrong ſteps, which others 
have taken, and have fewer ill impreſſions 
to be removed : but they failed, as it is 
generally the caſe, in too much neglect- 
ing to cultivate your mind; without which 
it is impoſſible to acquire or preſerve 
the friendſhip and eſteem of a wiſe man, 
who ſoon grows weary of acting the lover, 
and rearing his wife like a miſtreſs, but 
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wants a reaſonable companion, and a 
true friend, through every ſtage of his 
life. It muſt'be therefore your buſineſs 

to qualify yourſelf for thoſe offices; 


wherein 1 will not fail to be your direc- 
tor, as long as I ſhall think you deſerve 


it, by letting you know how you are to 
act, and what you ought to avoid. 
Ax beware of deſpiſing or neglecting 
my inſtructions; whereon will depend 
not only your making a good figure in 
the world, but your own real happineſs, 
as well as that of the perſon who ought 
to be the deareſt to you. 

I muſt therefore deſire you, in the firſt 
place, to be very flow in changing the 


modeſt behaviour of a virgin. It is uſual 


in young wives, before they have been 


many weeks married, to aſſume a bold 


forward look, and manner of talking; 


as if they intended to ſignify in all com- 


panies; that they were no longer girls, 


and conſequently that their whole de- 


meanor, before they got a huſband, was 
| i, 2: . all 
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all but a countenance and conſtraint up- 
on their nature: whereas, I ſuppoſe; if 

the votes of wiſe men were gathered, a 
very great majority would be in favour 

of thoſe ladies, who, after they were en- 
tered into that ſtate, rather choſe to 
double their portion of ae and re- 
ſervedneſs. 

I muſt like wife warn you kriethy 8 
the leaſt degree of fondneſs to your huſ- 
band before any witneſs whatſocver, e- 
ven before your neareſt relations, or the 

very maids of your chamber. FTliis pro- 
ceeding is ſo exceeding odious and diſ- 
guſtful to all who have either good breed- 
ing or good fenſe, that they aſſign two Ve- 
ry unamiable reaſons for it. The one is 
groſs hypocriſy, and the other has too 
dad a name to mention. If there is: any 
difference to be made, your huſband is 
the loweſt perſon in company, either at 
home or abroad; and every gentleman 
preſent has a better claim to all marks 
of — and diftivetion: from you. 
eue 
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| Conceal: your eſteem and love in your 
_ - own breaſt; and reſerve your kind looks 
and language for private hours; which 
are ſo many in the four and twenty, that 
they will afford time to employ a paſſion 
as exalted as any that was. ever feſcrivgd 
in a French romance. ee 
Dre this head I ſhould likewiſe ad. 
| wiſe you to differ in practice from thoſe 
ladies who affect abundance of unegſineſs 
while their huſbands are abroad; ſtart 
with every knock at the door, and ring 
the bell inceſſantly for the ſervants to let 
in their maſter; will not eat a bit at 
dinner or ſupper, if the huſband hap- 
pens. to ſtay. out; and receive him at his 
return with ſuch a medley of chiding and 
kindneſs, and eateehiſing him where he 
has been, that a ſhrew from Billingſgate 
would be a more and e com- 
W 1 198 
Or the as leaven are thoſe wives, 
"a x 280 when their huſbands are gone a 
n muſt have a letter every poft. 
8 3 upon 
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upon pain of fits and hyſterics; and a 
day muſt be fixed for their return home, 
without the leaſt. allowance for buſineſs, 
or ſickneſs, or - accidents, or weather. 
Upon which "i can only ſay, that, in my 
obſervation, - thoſe ladies who are apt to 
make the greateſt clutter on ſuch occa- 
ſions, would liberally have paid a meſ- 
ſenger for bringing them news, that 
their huſbands had broken their necks on 
the road. 

Lou will perhaps 1 . W 


1 adviſe you to abate a little of that vio- 
lent paſſion for fize cloaths ſo predominant 
in your ſex. It is a little hard, that ours, 
for whoſe fake you wear them, are not 
admitted to be of your counſel. I may 
venture to aſſure you, that we will make 
an abatement at any time of four pounds 
a-yard in a brocade, if the ladies will 
but allow a ſuitable addition of care in 
the cleanlineſs and ſweetneſs of their per- 
ſons, For the ſatirical part of mankind 
will needs believe, that it is not impoſ- 
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that the capacities of a lady are ſome- 


times apt to fall ſhort in cultivating 
cleanlineſs and finery together. I ſhall 


only add, upon ſo tender a ſubject, what 


a pleaſant gentleman ſaid concerning a 
fily woman of quality, That nothing 
could make her ſupportable but cutting 
off her head; for his ears were offended 


by her tongue, my * noſe hr ber n 


and teeth. 1 © N 
I am wholly at a eſs doi, to adviſe 


you in the choice of company; which, 


however, is a point of as great import- 
ance as any in your life. If your gene- 


ral acquaintance be among ladies, who 


are your equals or fuperiors, provided 


they have nothing of what is commonly 
called an ill reputation, you think you 


are ſafe; and this, in the ſtyle of the 
world, will paſs for good company:: 
whereas I am afraid, it will be hard for 


you to pick out one female acquaintance 


in this town, from whom you will not 
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be in a manifeſt * of contracting 
| ſome foppery, by affectation, vanity, f folly, 
or vice. \ Your only ſafe. way of conver- 
ſing with them, is by a firm, reſolution 
to proceed in your practice and beha- 
viour directly contrary to whatever they 
ſhall ſay or do. And this I take to be a 
good general rule, with very few excep- 
tions. For inſtance : In the doctrines 
they uſually deliver to young-married 
wolnen for managing their huſbands; 
their ſeveral accounts of their own conduct 
in that particular, to recommend it to 
your imitation, the reflections they make 
upon others of their ſex for acting diffe- 
rently; their directions, how to come 
off with victory upon any diſpute or 
quarrel you may have with your huſ- 
band; the arts by which you may dif- 
cover and practiſe upon his weak fide; 
when to work by flattery and inſinuation, 
when to melt him with tears, and when 
to engage with a high hand: in theſe, 
and a thouſand other caſes, it will be 
"* A 
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Plüdent 0 retain as many of their lee. 
tures in you memory as you can, and 
then determine to 1 in run OO 
0 enen e er n e 
1 yore your huſband! wilt” Wicks | 
his authority to limit you in the trade of 
viſiting. Half a dozen fools are, in all 
Conſcience; as many as you ſhould” re- 
quire: and it will be ſufficient for you 
to ſee them twice a- year; for I think 
the faſhion does not exact, that viſits 
odd be paid to friends. 
IAD ISE, that your company at home 
mould conſiſt of men, rather than wo- 
men. To ſay the truth, I never yet 
knew # tolerable woman to be fond of 
her oW-˖Ü ſek. I confeſs, when both are 
mixed and well choſen, and put their 
beſt qualities forward, there may be an 
intercourſe of civility and (good-will 
which, with the addition of ſome degree 
of ſenſe, can make converſation or any 
amuſement agreeable. But a knot of 
RAN got together by themſelves, is a 
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very ſchool of 1 impertinence and detrac- 
tion, and it is well if ow me he 
vort. 11 
Lr your men- n e Pg ef | 
your huſband's choice, and not recom- 
mended to you by any ſhe companions; 
| becauſe they will certainly fix a coxcomb 
upon you, and it will coſt yon ſome time 
and pains before you can arrive: at the 
a knowledge of diſtinguiſhing ach: a one 
from a man of ſenſe. HINT 
Neves take a favourite. an? 
into your cabinet- council, to entertain 
you with hiſtories of thoſe ladies whom 
ſhe hath formerly ſerved, of their diver- 
ſions and their dreſſes; to inſinuate how 
great a fortune you brought, ande how 
little you are allowed to ſquander;; to 
appeał᷑ to her from your huſband, and 
; to be determined by her judgment, be- 
cauſe you are ſure it will be always for 
you; to receive and diſcard ſervants by 
her approbation or diſlike; to engage 
you, by her inſinuations, in miſunder- 
| ſtandings 
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ſtandings with your beſt friends, to re- 
preſent all things in falſe: colours, and 
to be the common emiſſary of ſcandal. 

Bur the grand affair of your life will 
be, to gain and preſerve the friendſhip | 
and eſteem of your huſband. Tou are 
married to a man of good education and 
learning, of an excellent underſtanding, 
and an exact taſte. It is true, and it is 
happy for you, that theſe qualities in 
him are adorned with great modeſty, 
a moſt amiable ſweetneſs of temper, | 
and an unuſual diſpoſition to ſobriety 
and virtue. But neither good nature 
nor virtue will ſuffer him to efeem you 
againſt his judgment; and although he 
is not capable of uſing you ill, yet you 
will in time grow a thing indifferent, 

and perhaps contemptible ; unleſs you 

can ſupply the loſs of youth and beauty 
with more durable qualities. You have. 

but a very few years to be young and 
handſome in the eyes of the world; 
and as few months to be ſo in the eyes 
. N | of 
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of Fy 'huſband wha'is not a fool; for 1 43 
hope you do not ſtill dream of charms ' 
and taptures, which marriage ever did, 


and ever will put a ſudden end to. Be- 


| fides, yours was a match of prudence 


mixture of that ridiculous paſſion, which 
hath no being but in aa pony and ro- 


mances. 


You mult therefore uſe altendeavours 
to attain to ſome degree of thoſe accom- 
pliſhments, which your huſband moſt 
| values in other people, and for which 


| he is moſt valued himſelf. You muſt 
improve your 'mind by cloſely purſuing 
ſuch a method of ſtudy as 1 ſhall direct 


or approve of. You muſt get a collec- 


tion of hiſtory and travels, which I will 


recommend to you, and ſpend ſome 
hours every day in reading them, and 
making extracts from them, if your 
memory be weak. You mult invite 


perſons of knowledge and underſtanding 


to an acquaintance with you, by whoſe 


converſation 
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converſation. you may learn to correct 4 
your taſte, and judgment; and when, 1 il 
you. can bring yourſelf to comprehend _ . it 
and reliſh, the good ſenſe of others, you 1 
will arrive in time to think. rightly, . 
yourſelf, . and to dane a reaonable. | | 
and agreeable comp nion. This: muſt 

produce in your & a true rational ; | 
love and eſteem for you, which old age | 
will not diminiſn. He will have a er7ẽbw 
gard for your judgment and opinion in 
matters of the greateſt weight; v0 
will be able to entertain each other 
* 

without a third. perſon to. relieve. vou 
by finding diſcourſe. | The endowments. q gi in | 

of your, mind will even make your per- + 1 
ſon more agreeable to him ; and when 
you are alone, your time will not lie 
heavy upon your hands for want of 


| ſome trifling amuſement. Rhone bby wig : 
As little reſpect ; as 1 have for the He. 
1 
nerality of your ſex, it hath ſometimes 
moved me with Pity, to ſee the lady of 
the houſe forced to withdraw iminedi- 
Ka, I? r | 
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ately after dinner; and this in families 
where there is not much drinking ; as if 
it were an eftabliſhed' "maxim, | That wo- 
men are incapable of all converſation. 
In a room where both ſexes meet, if the 
men are diſcourſing upen any general 
ſubje&, the ladies never think it their 
buſineſs to partake in what paſſeth ; 
but; in a ſeparate club, entertain each 
other with the price and choice of lace, 
and ſilk, and what dreſſes they liked 
or ditap proved at the church or the 


plaphouſe. And when you are among 


yourſelves, how naturally, after the firſt 
cottplitnents, do you apply your hands 
to each others lappets, and ruffles, and 
mafttuas; as if the whole buſineſs of 
your lives, and the public concern of 
the world. depended upon the cut or 
colour of your dreſſes? As divines ſay, 
that ſome people take more pains to be 

damned, than it would coſt them to be 
ſaved; ſo your ſex employs more 


thought, memory, and application, 1 
be 
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be * than would ſerye to make them 
will and uſeful. When 1 reflect on this, 
1 cannot conceive you to be human 


creatures; but a fort of ſpecies hardly 


a degree above a monkey; „who hath 


more diverting tricks than any of you, 
is an animal leſs miſchievous and expen- 
ſive, might in time be a tolerable critic 


in velvet and brocade, and, for aught 


I know, would equally. become them. 
I would, have you look upon finery 
28 a reer n which * — 
ao not Jefire you to be out of the Far 
ſhion, but to be the laſt and leaſt in. jt; 


] expeR, that your dreſs ſhall be one de- 
gree lower than your fortune can afford; 
and, in your on heart, I would wiſh 
you to be an utter contemner of all 


diſtinctions which a finer. petticoat can 
give you; becauſe it will neither make 


you richer, handſomer, younger, better 


natured, more virtuous « or wile; than if 
it hung * a peg. 


Wh 
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Ir you are in company with men of 
learning, though they happen to dix. 
courſe of arts and ſciences out of your 
compaſs, yet you will gather more ad- 

vantage by liſtening to them, than from 
all the nonſenſe and frippery of your own 
kx; but if they be men of breeding as 
well as learning, they will ſeldom en- 
gage in any converſation where you 
ought not to be a hearer, and in time 
have your part. If they talk of the man- 
ners and cuſtoms of the ſeveral king- 
doms of Europe, of travels into remoter 
nations, of the ſtate of their own coun- 
try, or of the great men and actions of 
Greece and Rome; if they give their 
judgment upon Engliſn and French wri- 
ters, either in verſe or proſe, or of the 
nature and limits of virtue and vice; it 
is a ſhame for an Engliſh lady not to re- 
liſh ſuch diſcourſes, not to improve by 
them, and endeavour, by reading and 
information, to have: her ſhare in thoſe 
entertainments,. rather than. turn aſide, 

| as 
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s it is the uſual cuſtom, and conſult 
with the woman who ſits next e abolit 
# new.cargo. of fans. | e Hiy-23 
Ir is a little hard, that not one e gen- 
Ae s daughter in a thouſand ſhould 
be brought to read or underſtand her 
own natural tongue, or be Judge of the 
eaſieſt books that are written in it; as 
any one may find, who can have the pa- 
tience to hear them, when they are diſ- 
poſed to mangle a play or a novel; where 
the leaſt word out of the common road, 
is ſure to difconcert- them; and it is 
no wonder, when they are not ſo much 
as taught to ſpell in their childhood, nor 
can ever attain to it in their whole lives. 
I adviſe you therefore to read aloud, 
more or leſs, every day to your huſband, _ 
if he will permit you, or to any other 


friend (but not a female one) who is a- 


ble to ſet you right. And as for ſpelling, 
you may compaſs it in time, by making 

collections from the books you read. 
1 know very well, that thoſe who are 
T 3 cn 
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commonly called learned women, have 
loſt all manner of credit by their imper- 
tinent talkativeneſs, and conceit of 
themſelves. But there is an eaſy reme- 


dy for this; if you once /confider, that, 


alter all the pains you may be at, you 
never can arrive, in point of learning, to 

the perfection of 2. ſchool- boy. The 
reading I would adviſe you to, 1s only 
for improvement of your own good 
ſenſe, which will never fail of being 
mended by diſcretion. It is a wrong 
method, and ill. choice of books, that 
makes thoſe learned ladies juſt ſo much 
the worſe for what they have read. And 
therefore it ſhall be my care to direct 
you better; a taſk for which I take my- 
ſelf to be not ill qualified; becauſe 1 
have ſpent more time, and have had 


more opportunities than many others, to 


obſerve and diſcover, from what ſources 
the various follies of women are derived. 
Pray obſerve, how inſignificant things 
are the common race of ladies, when 
they 
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they haue paſſed their youth and beau- 
ty; how contemptible they appear to the 
men, and yet more contemptible to the 
younger part of their own” ſex; and 
have no relief, but in paſſing their after- 
noons in viſits, where they. are never ac. 
ceptable; and their evenings at cards - 
among each other; while the former 


part of the day is ſpent in ſpleen and en- 


vy, or in vain endeavours to repair, by 
art and dreſs, the ruins of time: Where- 
as I have known ladies at ſixty, to whom 
all the polite part of the court and town 
paid their addreſſes, without any farther 


view, than that of enjoying the comer 


of their conyerſation! 

Tan ignorant of any one quality det 
is amiable in a man, which is not equal: 
ly ſo in a woman. I do not except even 


modeſty and gentleneſs of nature. Not 


do I know one vice or folly, which is 
not equally deteſtable in both. There is 
indeed one infirmity, which is generally 
allowed you; I mean that of cowardice. 

| Yet 
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Vet · there ſhould ſeem to be ſomething 


very capricious, that when women pro- 
feſs their admiration for a colonel or a 
a Captain, on account. of his valour, they 
ſhould fancy it a very graceful beco- 
ming quality in themſelves, to be afraid 
of their own ſhadows ; to. ſcream in a 
barge; when the weather is calmeſt, or 
in a coach at the ring; to run from a 
cow at a hundred yards diſtance; to fall 
into fits at the ſight of a ſpider, an ear- 


wig, or a frog. At leaſt, if cowardice 


be a ſign of cruelty, (as it is generally 
granted), I can hardly think it an ac- 
compliſhment ſo deſirable, as to be 


thought worth improving by affectation. 


Axv as the ſame virtues equally be- 
come both ſexes, ſo there is no quality 
whereby women endeavour to diſtinguiſh 
themſelves from men, for which they 
are not juſt ſo much the worſe, except 
that only of reſervedneſs; which, how- 


ever, as you generally manage it, is no- 
thing elſe but affectation or hypocriſy. 


For 
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For as you cannot too much diſcoth- 
tenance thoſe of our ſex who preſume 
to take unbecoming liberty before you, 
fo you ought to be-wholly unconſtrained 
in the company of deſerving men, when 
you have had ſufficient a Ae of cheir 
diſcretion. | T 
 TarrE is never wanting in this town, + 

a tribe of bold, ſwaggering, rattling la- 
dies, whoſe talents paſs among coxcombs 
for wit and humour; their excelleney 
lies in rude choaking expreſſions, and 
what they call running a man down. If a 
gentleman in their company happens to 
have any blemiſh in his birth or perſon; 
if any misfortune hath befallen his fami- 
ly or himſelf, for which he is aſhamed; 
they will be ſure to give him broad hints 
of it without any provocation. I would 
recommend you to the acquaintance of 
a common proſtitute, rather than to that 
of ſuch termagants as theſe. I have of- 
ten thought, that no man is obliged to 
ſuppoſe ſuch creatures to be women, but 
2 to 
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to treat them like inſolent caſo diſgut- 


ſed in female habits, , who ought to be 


ſtripped, and kicked down ſtairs. oe 
J will add one thing, though 1 it be 3 a 
little out of place which is, to deſire 
that you will learn to value and eſteem 
your huſband for thoſe good qualities 
which he really poſſeſſeth, and not to 
fancy others in him which he certainly- 
hath not. For although this latter is 
generally underſtood to be a mark of 
love, yet it is indeed nothing but affec- 
tation or ill judgment. It is true, he 
wants ſo very few accompliſhments, that 
you are in no great danger of erring on 


this ſide; but my caution is occaſion- 


ed by a lady of your acquaintance, mar- 


ried to a very valuable perſon, whom 


yet ſhe. is ſo unfortunate as to be always. 


commending for thoſe perfections to 


Which he can leaſt pretend. ö 
Ia give you no advice upon the ar- 


bets of expenſe. : only I think you ought 


do be well informed, how much your huſ- 
band's 
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| band's, revenue amounts to; and be ſo 


good a computer, as to keep within it, 
in that part of the management which 


falls to your ſhare; and not to put your- 


ſelf in the number of thoſe politic ladies, 
who think they gain a great point, when 
they have teaſed their huſbands to buy 
them a new equipage, a laced head, or 
a fine petticoat, without once conſider- 
ing what long ſcores remain unpaid to 
the butche. 

Io ESsIRE you will keep akin letter i in 


your cabinet, and often examine impar- 


tially your whole conduct by it. And 
fo God bleſs you, and make you a fair 


example to your ſex, and a perpetual 


comfort to your huſband, and your pa- 


rents. I am, with great truth and af- 
fection, | A peA 


Ma D AM, by 6 
Yo our moſt ſaithfl fue, 
Aud humble ſervant. 
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OLI OSS 


| In conſequence of the e Tac ede mans 
* | ſeript poems are Jan; inclaſed, 10 ver. 4A. A cau- 
lian not 1e coſine her reading to many/eriptisaphich 
are often careleſs. and uncorrect; hut ta regulate ber 
taſte by ſuch compoſitions as have been publiſhed, 
and continue to receive the general approbation, Io. 
| Advantages attending. a reliſb for the. polite arts, 
bath <vith reſpect to pleaſure. and improvement, 14. 
and of poetry in particular, 23 23+ , Au exception. 4 
thes in ſome performances, which tend 20 witiaze the 
| taſte aud corrupt the morals,” 38. Hamer recuma 
mended, not only as being the. beſt. poet, but as his. 
auor ls contain the ancient mythology; andquill erde 
female the. allufions of ot her poets intelligible, 46. 
ele 53. Milion 1 70. Dramacia 
poetry, 7b. Sbabeſpear s character in thisligbt, Nd 
Lobe recommended as a moral writery. 86. VH. 
Rape of the Lock charactrriſed. 93. His Dun- 
ciad, 96. His Eſſay on Criticiſm, 100. His Pa- 
ftorals, 104. His Hyle and numbers in general, 111. 
Addiſon's character as a poet and patriot, 124. 
Digraſſion to the Spectator, which is deſcribed as 
OL * proper 
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On the Cultivation of Taſte. 
to improve the mind, entertain the Wh 
13 the tafte, and form the fyle of a young * | 
perſon, 136. Thomfon's character as a poet, 145. 
Toang's Univerſal Paſſion deſeribed, 154. Garth's 
Diſpenſatory and Clerimont, 158. Swifts cha- 

racter for cvit, humour, ill. nature, and want of de- 
licacy, 170. Short characters of Gay, Prior, Par- 
nell, Hammond, Walſh; Shenſtone, Gray, L ytrelton, | 
Blacklock, 186. Here the author leaves the lady to 
her own choice in poetry, 192. A caution not to 
confine ber reading to poetry alone, 195. The ad-_ 
wvantages which attend the fludy of hiſtory. 
The hiflories of Greece and Rome, and that of 
Britain, recommended, 204. A notion of moral and 
natural philoſophy not improper. — Shafteſbury's 
and Netileton's ſhort treatiſes pointed out for the 
frrft, and Nature diſplayed for the laſt, 216. 4 
recommendation to employ her leiſure-hours in read- 
ing, though ſome ab/ſurdly wonld confine all know-" 
ledge to the ether ſex, 222. A caution againſt 
letting ſpeculation ingroſs all her thoughts. Theſe 
active and focial virtues recommended which are 
adapted to her nature, ſex, and tation, 240. The 
above duties confiftent wwith taſte and knowledge. 
This exemplified in the characters of Madam Dacier 


and Mrs Rowe, 245. Such examples likewiſe 
among /t ourſelves binted at. Concliſſon. 
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On the Cor rWa TO of "Ta erk: Y 


Y Schr Zeiinda, ſince you aaa 
What verſes T at preſent kave in _ 
Receive inclos'd ſome unconnected rhymes, Ake“ 
The work of various hands, at variouFtirnes. 


Your dawning taſte with pleaſure I ſurvey, 
And to its ſearch would nobler ſcenes diſplay ; "I 


Nor ſtill to manuſcripts confine your views, 
The careleſs ſallies of the ſporting muſe :  ' 


But fix your eye where real beauty reigns, | 3259, 
And public fanction dignifies the edema 1 | 10 


From Nature's charms ſupreme delight to ſhave; 


To feel what's good —ſublime—or new — or fair, 


With higher proſpects fires the human aim, 
Refines our pleaſures, and improves our frame : 
This taſk the muſes claim, by Heaven deſign'd_ I 5 


The heart to ſoften, and * the mind; 


| Ver. $ Your 5 Pr taſte, &c. The lady s age *. Tl 


Ver. 12. To feel <vhat's good, &c, 
Novelty, goodneſs, beauty, and grandeur or ſublimity, : are 
the ſources wn whence W the pleaſures of the nal ſenſes 


are derived. 


I Ver. 1 & This taſk the 8 Kc. 


The muſes preſide alike over all the polite arts; but bile, 


painting, and ſculpture, contribute, in ſome hs to the 


It has been diſputed, which of the 


ſame end with poetry. 


Imitations are moſt productive of improvement; but, upon the 


whole, the preference ſeems due to poetry, ——Sce Harris on 


dat fubject. | 
oF 


On the Cultivation of Taſte. 
At once to guide and animate. our way, 
Where Truth and Virtue hold eternal ſway. | 
Theſe glorigus ends effeftually to gain, | 
_ They charm, the ear, the fancy entertain; 20 
Paint all that's fair in Nature to the ſight, WE 
And mix ſublime instruction with delight. __ 


| F 


Yet not ona this taſk the muſe eſſays; 
Pretending ſirens oft uſurp her praiſe, | | 
Deck with deluſive charms the mimic lay, 25 
And lead too ſoon th' unwary mind aftray. 
Hence, though in Muſic all her numbers flow, 
Through all her ſong though endleſs raptures glow, 
Let Taſte, let Virtue fly th' inchanting ſtrain; 
Where falſe the ſentiment, the joy is vain. 30 


Not each aſſuming bard the Nine inſpire, 
Whoſe ſacrilegious hand profancs the lyre. 
Where-c'er the ſong to faithleſs Pleaſure leads, 5 
Through fairy proſpects or illufive meads, | 
Or flows in dull unanimated rhyme, '35 
To meanneſs links, or ſwells to mock ſublime; - 
The quaint conceit, the force of lab'ring art, 
Can to dhe Muſe or Natare owe no part. 


Let Eocana ſtill your firſt attention claim, 1 
Whomall the Ni ine, with al their charms inflame. 40 


Ver. 37. The quaint conceit, cc. | 

Almoſt all the wits in Charles II. 's time may be ranged un- 
der this claſs, when even grave divincs vouchſafed to be jocu- 
lar, and threw their puns and quibbles from the pulpit, _ 
2 | +1 


ei Ob de n. 
He fit HN N their wöbleft Wreaths te n;; 
"Ambitious talk? yer not eff d' in Van. 
Him future bards with veneration view, | 
And withSbequaT wing His fights purſue; ; 1 1 


From him Inventionꝰs 's copious ſource e 45 
And' deck their labour, with the borrow'd ftore. 


my DOA : 


j 


Jo find a hand that durſt attempt his firain, ©” 
A thouſand toiling years revolv'd in van; 
Till Fate and Nature ſmiling on min 8 
Another brow for epic bays defign'd, * ae A 


Deſtin'd beneath Heſperian ſuns to 0 Panty; * 4 | 


And ſhine the glory of the world and Rome. 
Fail ſacred Maro'! in whoſe enen ae, 
Nature and Art united praiſe attain: 
Correct and pure thy heav'nly numbers gow, Bt 
Vet with the keeneſt flame of Genius glowz | 
Through all the records 6f eternal Fate, 

Fame fav but one of Nature 8 works 0 let. 


7 


Britannia boat! whoſe 1 by angel; inal 
Reſounded equal to the themes he ſung! 60 


That man his nature might with pleaſure ſee, 
In its full height, God faid, Let Mil To be; 
Then, as when firſt his world its charms diſplay'd, 
Beheld, approv'd, and blefs?d the work he made. 


2 
n & 4 
1 ” 
. - > 
1 


Whether his ſong to hell's dark depth deſcend, 65 


Where Night and Wo united ſway extend; 
Or to fair Eden's happier climes ariſe, 
Or paint the 8 . of che ſkies ; 5 we 


— 


One 


cu GltiuatenoATals. ps 
= One boundleſs grandeyry one informing ſoul, 3H 
Suſtains, £3, and, animates the whole... 70 


* NR 1 121 eta yy Y* £13 5; + Wt 11s: 


In narrower Jimigs, yer with, epic en, 
Next by the buſki ſkin'd d muſes tread the lage, 


Where Pity 0 er, 'the wrecks g of. Fate recl ney bak 

And in 2 dignity of Sorrow ſhines ; ; 

Where Courage toils in ftorms.of Fortune toſt, 75 
And ſilent Terror ſtalks in Hamlet's ghoſt. 

Here mighty Su EST Bax, on his natal throney 

Vnrival'd ſhines, with glory all kis om; ett“. 

Great Nature's fav'rite, ſingularly bleſt.. 
With all the empire of the human breaſt: 80 
Him equal knowledge, equal warmth inſpire, 

And Wiſdom tunes, and Paſſion ſtrikes his bee. ; 


. 


In Porz“ O harmonious pages you may ſcan. 
The proper taſk and eſtimate of man: 
Through | various life his various ſong IS * 
Which as.it leads, improves in every view. 
In eafy flowing numbers if he ſing 
What dire effects from am'rous diſcord ring. 4 
His pregnant fancy to our wond' ring eyes, ; 
In various forms bids various objects riſe; - 90. 
And hangs ſuſpended on a ſingle hair. 
4 the conceits and whimſies of the fair. {fey oi 


"Like grubs i in ; amber, through his kving „ ” 
See Blackmore, Gildon, Dennis, Welſted ſhine... 
For when raſh witlings durſt his rage inflame, 85 
He damn'd the dunces to eternal: fame. 


Tx If 


234 Oh Wd Canan If Tofe, 

If led'by'Trath and Taſte; he trace the ſcenes 
Where real beauty in full ſplendor reigns, | ö; 
Nature gives ſanction to the eritic's laws, 
| Ang ſhowy _ yu _ N . he n. 100 

7 „„ 

1 aich the flver Thames his Divi MY 
Diſplays the guiltleſs paſſions of the plain, 

With force united on the melting heart, 
re and Love their utmoſt un exert. 


. o'er. RY wide th torrent pours — 105 
Thunders the roaring torrent through his ſong; 
If ſighing breezes, wanton an the ſkies, 

Soft.in his lay the breathing zephyr ſighs. 
Thus bright he ſhines, in every glory crown'd, ' 
The teſt of Britiſh elegance: and found, 110 


But hark ! what ſtream of muſic pours along, 
Sublimely ſweet, and elegantly. ſtrong, ö 

- Sacred to Liberty, who rais'd his amn 
To add one wreath to Cato's deathleſs fame? 
*T1s ApD1s0N, whoſe numbers court thy ear, 115 
Where Churchill's glories ever bright appear. 
Thrice happy pair, with equal ardour fir'd, 
Ruy one great power in one great cauſe inſpir'd. 
Conqueſt obſequious led the hero's way; 2 
With equal ſpirit glow'd the poet's lay. 120 


Ver. 118, By one great, &c. 

Liberty is here meant, in whoſe cauſe Addiſon and Marl- 
borough exerted themſelves each ia their different ſpheres. | 
; Who 


. 


* . r i "ay , 
of $24. hes 3 3 pe Os L, 
* * 


- i: an: bs. 


To mine . in gh a Pr du 


What med aol eat co:Aviks.che defied, _ 


Should ſuch heroic deeds their ſong inſpire? | - 
But Wiſdom, and the Genius of mankind, 15g : 


Another province to their ſon aſſign'd: they, 
Britain's Spectator, in whoſe eaſy page, _ 


At once is ſeen the gentleman and ſage. 


| Here knowledge ſhines, in faireſt colours dreſs'd, 


The nobleſt truths in juſteſt words expreſs'd. 130 
Here cultivate your taſte, and form your ſtyle; 
Here at Sir Roger's various humours ſmile; - 
Here view with Fancy's eyes the' moral dream, 
Or with new reliſh paſs from theme to theme. 
Hence may you learn in every light to pleaſe, 135 


To think 9 and write with eaſe. 


With tender feeling and deſcriptive art. 
Let Tnousox charm thy mind and melt thy heart. 
Thomſon ! enamour'd Nature's darling care, 

Who bade him all her nobleſt talents ſhare; tho 


With him to ſtreams, and groves, and vales retir'd, 
Inform'd his judgment, and his fancy fir d; 


Conſign'd her faithful pencil to his hand, 


And taught him all her wonders to expand. 


So ſtrong his colours, ſo divine his art, 145 


Such beauty forms, ſuch life inſpires each part, 


With keener tranſports ſcarce our eyes purſue 


The great original from which he drew. | 
Would 


236 O Culuiuatim Nase 
Wouldſi thou bees deten en. 
bend, ict F He offs fg ny 984. 
e themes deſcend 2 150 
See YounG, in quick exubera1 4 
With all the richeſt ftgr Fancy. 1 
Arm Satire's hand with darts, with ſrjles ber face, 
And from the love of fame cach aGtiontrae. 


Let Gai RTH with ſharp, but falutary bien. is | 
As muſic gentle, but as lightning keen, 7 
In phyſic's mock ſolemnity appear, . 
Or with correQ deſcrip charm your ear. 


The powers of Humour, Wit, and Malice =P | 
To form one bard, the ſcourge of human kind. 160 
Sudden as plagues his mortal ſhafts are thrown, A 
And all alike their venom'd fury own : as 
Not ting'd a ſingle villain to diſgrace,  _ N 
But wound, without diſtinction, all our race. ee 
O had his rage, not men, but crimes purſu'd, 165 
With milder eyes had he his nature vie wd, 
Ober Delicacy had not Wit prevail'd, pen 
And in groſs pun or groſſer jeſt exhal'd ; 

Then Swirr in mirth and ſatire might have ſhown 
n to the world before unknown. 120 


ver. 157. 2 Nb: ' mock, &e, 
In the „ 


Ver. 158. ebe ee . 3 Eg. 3 * WA 
In-His Cleriment. 4 * 8 ; f - aa 256.4 & at : 


14 


* 


* 


Ah! could 1 add, our kindred ſouls the fame,” 


Ver. 772. 


usphit und- enſb wWouldg ou àt oe Admire 
Laugh through the well told tale with ae and 


i 9 7 Pio 15 24 2 * el A DI „ Fo "IA. 


Pa niet” buch with evry lane! fed. $952 
Ham o89” with tendernefs, and W Len a 


4221 taſte; r 1125. tire ud ad arch 


The raft diſtreſs of SuensToONE”s rural lay, 17 


The tender plaintive dignity of Gx Av, 


Or he who deck'd his Lucy's urn with bays. 5 
The ſoul-diffolving Orpheus of our days. 
Nor Haft There forget to rechnen 
BLACKLOCK — my fav rite — intimate, and 
1 MN 180 
we from our earlieſt youth to each v were. known, | 


Alike c our pleaſures, our aſſociates one: 2 1 


Both fir'd alike with one congenial flame - 
WIS 345 


Then mould my numbers How, like his, 492 
| fin d, 5 : it 
Delight your ear, and captivate your mind. . 


Ga 8 Ren ge. | 8 5 
One could n. not  forbear to include, theſe two authors in ſuc 

a i iſt ; though; at the fame time, it mutt be owned, Hal 4 form 1 

few of their tales been left out, it would have done them no 


diſhonour ; and one could, with ee * pro- 


P 1 
* A > 


poſed their having a place i in a lady $ library. =” 

Ver. 178. The ſoul- diſſolving, a nw 
Lord Lyttelton, See his s elegy upon _— Lyttelton... 

3] 42G % 4 5 


238 On be Culti vation f Taſtes 
Theſe ornaments of nature and their age, 
Shall all reward the moments hey. mentions „ben? 


N * 


Thus Pu 83 holds 5 friendly 3 
To animate thy taſte and guide its flight : IM 190 
But by attentive reading now reſin d.. 
To i its own choice ſhe ſafely leayes thy mind. n 


e Yet let not 3 alone thy heart engage, : a 
But oft revolve the juſt hiſtoric page. , _.. 
To fancy this paſt ages ſhall reſtore, 195 


And Rome and Athens riſe to view once e more, 
Virtue and Truth, in heighten'd colours dreſt, 
b here, the paſſions intereſt. 


When Auprup? 5 better conſtellation thines, "i 
When fon the /ceprre he the crook refigns; * 
When WALL ACE ſingly, wich vindictive hand, 
Appears the ſaviour of a plunder'd land; 80 
What heart can ceaſe with patriot warmth to beat? 
Who for their glory would not ſhare their fate ? 


Now ain to higher views let Reaſon "Ay 2907 
Philoſophy's inchanting ſcenes explore. 
ASHLEY humane, and NeTTLEToON ſhall ſhow 
What native Joys from ſacred Virtue flow. | 


The ſage whoſe foul the love. of Nature warms, 
To trace her wonders, and diſplay her charms,210 
Conſult attentive, and with curious eyes; 


n From ſcene to ſcene of beight' ning beauty riſe 3 
Till 


o Cual of Tafte. | 239 
Till all che Aer op ning a e eln Mon "SEP 


Till Reaſon being's 9p and — ſhall 04. 215 
And all the Godhead bat ues "WY! nde 


8 1 


Though tyrant Cu iy with decifive air, 
From Learning's calm receſs preclude the Ge 6 : 
Though Pedantry, with ſelf-enamour'd ſneer, 
Pronounce domeſtic toils their only ſphere; 220 
Their darling tenets let them ſtill enjoy, =. 
Your leifurc-hours in revding _- ee | 


Vet as ſociety may juſtly Mb e e 
A taſk adapted to each ſex and 1 + LONG 
Much it imports, in active life, to know, 225 


What to ourſelves, to others what we owe, 

What offices from what relations riſe, | 

And what our ſtate, and what our OE rende, 
Its proper place thang Wesel nn N 

Not lefs the active pow'rs demand thy care. 230 

Heaven on the ſoul its image has impreſt, 

And lighted ſacred Reaſon in the breaſt;  —_ 

Yet plac'd each being in a diffrent ſphere, 

And from their natures bade their taſks appear. 

Domeſtic duties hence alike demand 2235 

Th' attentive judgment, and the active hand. 

Let theſe, in due degree, thy mind engage; 

Nor let the woman vaniſh in the ſage. 
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2% On ne Cultivation of Taft. 


0 falſe to Nature, to her wiſdom blind, - 
| Whothink her various taſks diftraRt the mind! 246 
| Ry theſs in one conſiſtent plan we riſe,  —- 
| Senſe makes us active, action makes us wiſ. 
Nor reſts my ſong on theory alone; 4 
Theſe traths are likewiſe by experience known. ES 
To prove the maxim juſt, ſhe ſtill can ſhow 2 245 
A Gallic Dactes, and a Briziſh Rows. | 730 


Nor are theſe glories of the tones 15 
To diftant climes or periods paſt confin'd.. 
Recent examples I might here diſplay ; Pg 
But this detail till meeting I'll delay. —_ * | 
Till then, farewell, and every bleſſing know, 
That — Taſte, and Virtue can beſtow. 


| Dumfries, g 2 1 


* 


ver. 241. Senſe mates us activ, Ke. 
Good ſenſe naturally points out action as proper 1 for beings | 

in our ſituation : and by engaging in the active ſcenes of life, 

we improve in wiſdom 


